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Berlin/Munich, 25 April 2005 
 
A great step into the future has been taken: The C.H.Beck Verlag and Sellier/de Gruyter are working in 
cooperation with each other. And immediately beck-online started to offer “The Staudinger”. This particularly 
highly acclaimed commentary has enriched the legal database of the C.H.Beck Publishing House and has 
made a further legal standard work available to the beck-online users.  
 
And that’s not “all”. beck-online users can also access “Der Staudinger” as it has been integrated into the 
complete legal database offering. Through linking with other commentaries, articles and justice 
administration, associated content can be located at the click of a mouse which not only saves time but also 
enables information to be retrieved. “The Staudinger” integrates into the acclaimed standard products of the 
Beck Publishing House such as the Munich Commentary. The NJW is only available on beck-online. 
 
On the 2005 Lawyers Day in Dresden the initial release will be Family Law with its 13 volumes of approx. 
8,000 pages. The other volumes will be offered online later.  
 
beck-online is offering its users a current "Staudinger" and often before they can look things up in the 
printed edition. In the database the online commentary is enhanced by the commentators. In order to meet 
the high requirements for quality and topicality, “The Staudinger” is monitored by over 130 authors. The 
total work which is divided into 85 individual volumes is continually being revised and independently of 
edition cycles each volume can be re-released individually.  
 
“J. von Staudinger’s commentary of the Civil Law Code with the Introductory Law and Ancillary Laws“ has 
been published since 1898 and with its more than 85 volumes and 55,000 pages is the most comprehensive 
and venerable commentary on the Civil Law Code. What distinguishes the great commentary is its in-depth 
and qualitatively demanding consideration of legal problems. The presentation is not limited merely to the 
reproduction of justice administration, literature opinions and its own opinion but also presents the 
underlying dogmatism, looks for counter-arguments for diverging points of view, discusses the historical 
legal, comparative legal and legal/political backgrounds in order to arrive at a proposed solution.  



“The Staudinger” is the “scholar” amongst the commentaries and as such is respected by every legal mind – 
both during their studies and in their professional life, in practice and in academic life. Be it background 
information, argument fundamentals and new solutions – the lawyer needs them for his written statements, 
the scholar for his papers, the judge for his judgement reasons and the student for his homework.  
 
Through the cooperation between C.H.Beck und Sellier/de Gruyter both publishing houses are merging 
tradition and innovation in an ideal way.  
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The over 250-year old independent academic publishing house Walter de Gruyter GmbH &Co. KG., based in 
Berlin publishes about 250 new titles every year covering arts and humanities, medicine, natural sciences 
and jurisprudence, of which half are in English plus also about 60 specialist journals and digital media.    
 
The Sellier Family has been running Der Staudinger for more than 100 years and Patrick Sellier represents 
the fourth generation of the family. Dr. Arthur L. Sellier & Co. also holds a share in the acclaimed 
internationally-oriented legal Sellier publishing house in addition to his share in Sellier/deGruyter. European 
Law Publishers, Munich. 
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