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A Jewel of Philosophy: The new Deutsche Sgren Kierkegaard Edition (DSKE) (German
Sgren Kierkegaard Edition)

Festive presentation of the first volume of the new translation at the Felleshus of the Nordic
Embassies, Berlin

Berlin, October 25", 2005

Invitation to the book presentation Deutsche Soren Kierkegaard Edition
with speech and snacks

The new German translation of Kierkegaard is based on the Danish edition, Saren Kierkegaard
Skrifter, the complete critical-historical edition of Kierkegaard’s writings which, beginning in 1994, has
been worked on by the Sgren Kierkegaard Research Centre in Copenhagen. The editors, Dr. Niels
Jgrgen Cappelgrn, Copenhagen, and Prof. Hermann Deuser, Frankfurt / Main will present the new,
ground-breaking edition. Following them, Dr, Manfred Osten, former secretary general of the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, will give the main speech.

Book presentation is on Wednesday, October 26", 2005, at 11 a.m.
Felleshus, the House of the Nordic Embassies, Rauchstr. 1, 10787 Berlin

The first volume of the DSKE contains the volumes and notes from the period 1833-1839. Here, the
Danish edition has established new standards in the philology of editing by using light and electron
microscopy to distinguish changes made to the manuscript by editors working from Kierkegaard’'s own
text. Thus, it is also possible to decipher Kierkegaard’'s own insertions which had been rendered
illegible. The texts from these notes, marked by Kierkegaard as AA, BB, CC, and DD show the
diversity of interests and studies Kierkegaard pursued in those years, at the beginning of his formative
period.

These notes, which range from autobiographical jottings, literary and aesthetic studies and drafts to
philosophical and theological deliberations provide a unique insight into the philosopher’'s workshop
and thus into the genesis of the texts itself. The access to these notes, which are partially private in
nature, are partially written or preserved for a later publication, is often indispensable for an adequate
interpretation of his published works. A translation of the journals and notes which takes adequate
account if Kierkegaard's intellectual ability, his religiosity and poetic oratory is not only an indication of
the continued relevance of Kirekegaard for theology, philosophy, psychology, and aesthetics, but also
the basis for a new and more profound understanding of his complete oeuvre which is based on a
reliable text source.

The editors’ introduction provides information on the transmission, chronology, and content of the
volumes. In addition, the DSKE provides a wealth of factual commentaries which, together with



numerous illustrations, allow for a new and more profound understanding of Kierkegaard's complete
works.

One special feature is the diplomatic transcription of the text: Kierkegaard's habit to begin writing on
the inner part of the page and add later remarks in the margin is - as it is in the Danish edition -
mirrored in the print. Thus, it is recognisable that the texts are evolving entities.
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