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The microfiche edition of the Russian Biographical Archive (RBA) contains bio-
graphical articles from 162 reference books amounting to 322 volumes published
between 1827 and 1995. By including a considerable number of extremely rare
source works, very difficult to access or no longer accessible to the public, the
RBA represents an extraordinary biographical treasure, in some cases offering the
only remaining information on thousands of individuals from the history of the
Russian Empire. 
The Russian Biographical Archive contains biographies of individuals who have
shaped politics, economy, religion and culture in the Russian Empire from the
beginning of its eventful history to the end of the Romanov dynasty in 1917.

The Russian Biographical Index (RBI) is an alphabetically arranged list of the
85,470 persons contained in the RBA and thus gives access to the 119,782 bio-
graphical articles in the Archive. In addition to the main entries, the RBI contains
cross-references that have been completed with biographical dates in order to bet-
ter facilitate the use of this index.
In order to guarantee a comfortable and consistent search standard within the
K.G. Saur World Biographical Information System the RBA uses the translitera-
tion system of the „Regeln für die alphabetischen Katalogisierung“. As a special
search help the Russian Biographical Index also includes a complete list of the
names of all 85,470 individuals according to the Russian alphabet. Together
with the name it includes biographical dates and locations in the RBA.

As the RBI is an Index to the Russian Biographical Archive, the user can tell at a
glance whether or not any particular individual appears in the Archive, and if so,
where the information is to be found. The Index specifies every individual’s name
with his/her biographical dates and profession. References as to where the entries
are to be found in the Russian Biographical Archive plus the abbreviated titles of
the biographical sources used are also given. A special list contains the key to these
abbreviations.

Primarily, the Russian Biographical Index serves as a register to the RBA. Thanks
to its highly condensed form it greatly aids the search for and selection of indi-
viduals listed in the Archive. 

Furthermore, as a work in its own right, the Index represents a highly val-
uable tool for biographical research: information given by the Index leads
to the immediate identification of the person in question as well as his/her
historical period. The Russian Biographical Index allows its user direct
access to the biographical source, both the original work in printed form
and the microfiches of the RBA.

It therefore constitutes an essential reference work for anybody interested
in the history of the Russian Empire, whether for private, genealogical or
academic purposes.
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Fiche number and frame

Biographical sources (short form)

Profession(s)

Sample page

Dates of  birth and death

Name
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detailed information on the Russian Biographical Archive
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Extract from the Name Index
Following the Russian Alphabet
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