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The South-East Asian Biographical Archive
(SEABA) comprises approximately 85,000
biographical entries on more than 55,000
persons. It is a key to the history of this
region, covering Brunei,Cambodia, Indo-
nesia, Laos,Malaysia,Myanmar, the Philip-
pines, Singapore,Thailand, and Vietnam.

The biographies – from 306 reference
works – demonstrate the effects of the
diverse history has had on the composi-
tion of modern society in these countries.
Colonial officials,military persons and
people with different religious beliefs and
coming from a variety of social, geographi-
cal and cultural groups can be found along
side one another in the South-East Asian
Biographical Archive, and mirror the di-
versity of this region.

10,000 entries in the original languages
have received summaries written especial-
ly for the SEABA, in English,making these
sources available to non Asian-language
speakers.

Chinese Biographical Archive
Chinesisches Biographisches Archiv
Microfiche Edition
Compiled by Stephan von Minden
1996 - 1999.453 Fiches.Reader factor 24x
DM 23,400.00
ISBN 3-598-33911-9 (Silver)
DM 21,600.00
ISBN 3-598-33910-0 (Diazo)

The Chinese Biographical Archive (CBA)
contains 114.167 biographical entries on
69.682 individuals from the area in which
the Chinese culture prevails, stretching
from the earliest periods of history right
up to the present
Besides giving access to more than four
thousand years of Chinese history, the bi-
ographies also elucidate the manifold links
between China and its Asian neighbours,
as well as Europe and America.The CBA
includes persons who have influenced pol-
itics, economy, science, religion and cul-
ture in China during its varied history.
44,000 entries from Chinese standard
works were provided with abstracts writ-
ten in English, specifically for the CBA,
making the biographical material accessi-
ble to readers without any knowledge of
Asian languages.

Chinese Biographical Index
2000. 3 volumes.XXXIX,1,197 pages
Hardbound.DM 1,320.00 
(DM 1,194.00 for purchasers of the CBA)
ISBN 3-598-33937-2
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2000 ff. c. 400 fiches. 12 instalments
Reader factor 24x
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per instalment DM 2,220.00
ISBN 3-598-34001-X (Silver)
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The Japanese Biographical Archive is an
accumulation of c. 87 biographical refer-
ence works on Japan, published from the
mid-17th century up to 1998. It contains
biographies on women and men from all
periods of Japan’s history, from its earliest
times right down to the present day.
It includes about 65,000 individuals who
shaped the political, economic, academic,
religious and cultural life of Japan during
the varied course of its history. The
Archive also covers non-Japanese individ-
uals who lived and worked in Japan, for
example missionaries, discoverers, explor-
ers, adventurers and traders. In total there
are about 85,000 biographies.
The biographies are written in Japanese,
English,German, French and other West-
ern languages.
In order to make the biographical material
accessible to readers without a knowl-
edge of Japanese, approximately 25,000
entries from Japanese standard works will
be provided with abstracts specifically
written for the JaBA in English.
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Closely linked to the political opening of the 
region, economic expansion in Asia has led to a
rise in interest in the respective countries and a
corresponding rise in the demand for informa-
tion about their cultures and people.Korea is no
exception, especially when seen in the light of
recent developments. For about five decades the
division of the country into two states with dif-
ferent social structures led to a complete
breach in communication.

In the Korean Biographical Archive (KBA) per-
sonalities from North and South Korea are unit-
ed. About 110,000 biographical entries from
roughly 125 source works in more than 270 vol-
umes, published up to the year 2000, have been
cumulated. Due to the sources obtained it was
also possible to include biographical material
from scientific journals and year books.

Korea is one of the oldest states in east Asia, and
on account of its geographical position forms a
natural bridge between the Asian continent and
the Japanese islands. As a result it has always en-
joyed active cultural exchange with its neigh-
bours and at the same time has continually been
involved in disputes with them. With the biogra-
phies of women and men from all epochs of its
varied history, the Korean Biographical Archive
does justice to Korea’s historical development.
KBA covers more than 40,000 people: from

King Tangun, founder of the legendary kingdom
of Chosŏn, and King Sejong, who introduced the
korean alphabet in the mid 15th century, to the
political representives of the country divided
since 1948. Prominent figures from all social
strata and professional groups are represented
through their biographies. Korean emigrants are
also among those considered, along with foreign
scientists, missionaries, diplomats, artists, indus-
trialists etc. who have influenced Korea’s devel-
opment.

The biographies are written in Korean, German,
English, Russian and French. In order to make
the biographical material accessible for users
without any knowledge of the Korean language,
the original texts from Korean standard works
for about 20,000 entries are presented together
with English summaries, written especially for
the Korean Biographical Archive.

No other biographical work covering Korea’s
history compares with the Korean Biographical
Archive in terms of comprehensiveness, the ma-
terial and the useful manner in which the con-
tents are disclosed. The ease of access to the bi-
ographical texts which would otherwise be
widely dispersed and in many cases difficult to
obtain, is a valuable addition not only for histori-
cal-political research, but also for the study and
documentation of current issues and events.

Korean Biographical Archive
Microfiche Edition

Compiled by Axel Frey

2000 ff. c. 300 fiches. 12 instalments. Reader factor 24x
Complete: Until 30.09.2001 DM 19,800.00. Thereafter DM 22,200.00

Per instalment: DM 2,220.00. ISBN 3-598-34241-1 (Silver)
Complete: Until 30.09.2001 DM 18,600.00. Thereafter DM 20,400.00

Per instalment: DM 2,040.00. ISBN 3-598-34240-3 (Diazo)

Extracts from the source list

An,Tai-sung: North Korea. A Political Handbook.
Wilmington 1983.

Brandon, James R.; Banham, Martin (Eds.): The Cambridge
Guide to Asian Theatre. Cambridge, New York,
Melbourne 1993.

Choi, Min-hong: A Modern History of Korean Philosophy.
Seoul 1983.

Frédéric, Louis: Dictionnaire de la Corée. Avec la collabora-
tion de Huguette Rousset. Paris 1988.

Han’guk minjok munhwa tae paekkwa sajŏn. [Encyclopedia
of Korean Culture]. 27 vols. Sŏngnam 1992.

Han’guk yŏksa sok ŭi yŏsŏng inmul. [Women of Korean 
History]. 2 vols. Seoul 1998.

International Who’s Who in Asian Studies 1976-1977.
Hong Kong 1977.

Kaspar, Adelhard; Berger, Placidius: Hwan Gab. 60 Jahre 
Benediktinermission in Korea und in der Mandschurei.
Münsterschwarzach 1973.

Kim, Chang-seok Thaddeus: Lives of 103 Martyr Saints of
Korea. Seoul 1984.

Korea Annual. [Who’s Who]. Seoul 1964 ff.

Koreana. Korean Art & Culture. [Biographical Material].
Seoul 1987 ff.

Launay, Adrien M. É.: Die koreanischen Märtyrer 1838-
1846. Autorisierte Uebersetzung aus dem Französischen
von P. Reinhold Hoch O.S.B. St. Ottilien 1929.

Paik, L. George: The History of Protestant Missions in 
Korea. 1832-1910. Seoul 1971 (A Series of Reprints of 
Western Books on Korea. No. 6).

Průšek, Jaroslav; Slupski, Zbigniew (Eds.): Dictionary of Ori-
ental Literatures.Vol. I: East Asia. London 1974.

Suh, Dae-sook: Koreans in the Soviet Union. Honolulu 1987
(Papers of the Center for Korean Studies, No. 12).

Transactions of the Korea Branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society – Transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society, Korea
Branch [Biographical Material, Contributors]. Seoul 1900 ff.

Who’s Who in Korean literature by The Korean Culture &
Arts Foundation. 2nd ed. Elizabeth, Seoul 1998.

Zaborowski, Hans-Jürgen (Hrsg.): Tradition und Experi-
ment. Beispiele zeitgenössischer koreanischer Literatur.
Berlin 1985.

Request the complete source list from
the publishers.
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