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        Abstract
This review considers the question in the title and at the heart of Deely’s book, Why Semiotics? It shows how Deely has produced a focused masterpiece of etymological research that informs the semiotic project today. The article assesses the ways in which Deely traces the history of sign study not just through conventional reference to what is well known, but also through abductive reasoning on minute questions in a manner which is no less plausible than established accounts and, indeed, expose the latter’s basis in ‘myth’.
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