
P R E F A C E 

The purpose of this symposium is to further our understanding of poli-
tics and political development in contemporary Tropical Africa. Our 
focus is upon political parties and their role in national integration. It 
has been and remains our assumption that political parties are the most 
crucial political structures shaping the new African polities, and that the 
crisis of national integration is the major hurdle in nation building. For 
enhanced understanding of both the unique and the generic aspects of 
these phenomena and problems we need not only studies in depth of 
party development in individual countries, but also comparisons among 
representative samples of different patterns of party development. It is 
our hope that this symposium makes a modest contribution to these goals. 

All books on the African political scene are plagued by the problem 
of comprehensiveness. Although we were much tempted by the sugges-
tion of one of the contributors that we entitle the symposium "African 
Parties: Apter to Zolberg," we felt—and we believe our colleagues con-
cur—that this would be a bit too pretentious. We particularly regret the 
omission of studies of party development in the sixteen other states of 
Tropical Africa not specifically covered herein. It has not been our in-
tention, however, to be exhaustive. We believe that the twelve studies 
of different countries which are included, coupled with the four analytical 
studies of selected groups, illuminate the main patterns of party develop-
ment as well as the essential aspects of the relationship between political 
groups and the nation-building process in contemporary Tropical Africa. 

A collaborative volume inevitably raises the question of collective re-
sponsibility. As editors, we alone are responsible for soliciting the indi-
vidual articles that make up the symposium; our only criterion in choos-
ing contributors was a genuine respect for their intellectual honesty and 
scholarly integrity. We do not necessarily agree with all that they have 
written, nor does each of them necessarily find himself in agreement with 
our concluding essay or with other contributors. Each author is solely 
responsible for his own essay, and for his own essay alone; we alone are 
accountable for the conclusions. Once this fact is emphasized, we per-
sonally welcome a diversity of interpretations regarding African political 
development. 

Because the political scene in Africa changes so rapidly, several con-
tributors have added postscripts to their essays to cover recent events, 
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