
Preface 

THIS study examines Australian literature, not as literature, but as 
Australian—as the expression of significant patterns of thought, 
feeling, and behaviour distinguishing the Australian society. 

Whilst it recognizes the existence of other social patterns in our 
writing, it is concerned especially with the major ones, and it 
naturally concentrates on their most representative writers rather 
than on those authors who have deviated from the main literary 
traditions. 

As a socio-literary interpretation it attempts to define and analyse 
the major social patterns, to trace their origins, and to explore their 
interrelations. The first, introductory chapter clears the ground by a 
discussion of the aims, problems, and limits of this complex task. 

The second chapter follows on with the integrating principle that 
brings the diversity of the patterns into an ecological unity, since the 
shaping of the society is seen as the interaction between the People 
and the Place. It is not a case of geographical determinism alone, 
because at times the nature of the People—which included, of course, 
the cultural forms and national traditions brought here from England, 
Scotland, and Ireland—was the stronger force in moulding the 
patterns. Events of history, such as the establishment of the convict 
system, also played their considerable parts. Often, however, the 
Place was the primary determinant of the social patterns. They were 
largely born of the land, epiphanies of the genius loci, the spirit of 
the country. To some extent, therefore, this study is an essay in 
human ecology, and chapter III surveys the environmental and 
historical factors at work. Tlie separate patterns are then analysed and 
illustrated in the remaining chapters. 

The literary evidence indicates that the major patterns were largely 
formed during the first half of the nineteenth century, and arose 
among the bushmen, comprising the settlers, squatters, selectors, and 
bush workers. Behind them lay the fundamental factor of the bush 
itself, not because of any fanciful mystique of the soil, but simply 
because of the hard, practical fact that during the pastoral age the 
character of the land determined so emphatically, so inevitably, the 
kind of economy, the way of living, and the distinctive outlook on 
life. 
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Since the second world war, however, the original influence of the 
bush has been modified substantially by the stronger contemporary 
influences exerted by our highly urbanized and industrialized society. 
The social patterns have been visibly changing, and the changes are 
reflected in the literature. The old values of Lawson and Furphy, of 
Katharine Prichard, Vance Palmer, and Alary Gilmore have often 
been replaced by the very different values of such writers as Patrick 
White, Christina Stead, and A. D. Mope. 

This study was begun in the 1930s, and some of its themes formed 
the subject of Commonwealth Literary Fund Lectures I gave at the 
universities of Sydney and Queensland in the forties. In 1951 a first 
draft of some 70,000 words entitled "The Social Mirror" shared the 
first prize for a work of non-fiction in the Commonwealth Jubilee 
Literary Competition. At that stage it was a completely pioneering 
venture, since there were then no books whatever dealing directly 
with such social interpretation. Circumstances, however, prevented 
the final shaping and publication of the draft, although the concentra-
tion on Australian literature through the teaching of the first Univer-
sity degree course in the subject from 1954 to 1966, at the Canberra 
University College and then at the Australian National University, 
provided intensive research and further ideas. The early draft was 
therefore rewritten, brought up to date, and expanded to almost twice 
the original length. 

I am indebted for valuable advice and criticism to friends and 
colleagues, especially the late Gavin Long, Mr A. E. Mander, 
Professor A. D. I lope, Professor Manning Clark, Mr D. \Y. A. Baker, 
Professor Robert L. McDougall of Carleton University, Ottawa, 
Professor Geoffrey Blainey, and Mr Douglas Stewart. 

I wish to express my thanks also to the staffs of the Australian 
National Library, the Mitchell Library, and the La Trobe Library; 
to the writers whose work has been quoted in extracts (to whom 
acknowledgment is made in the footnotes) and to Angus and 
Robertson (Publishers) Pty Ltd for permission to quote the" follow-
ing complete poems: "Nationality" by Mary Gilmore, "During 
Drouth" by Ernest G . Moll, "Emus" by " E " (Mary Fullertonf, 
" ( ) desolate eves" by Christopher Brennan, and "Woman to Man" 
by Judith Wright; to the Australian Research Grants Committee 
for a research grant and the Australian National University for its 
administration; and to Mrs A. Guenot for her expertise with the 
typescript. 
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