
PREFACE 

Writing in the 1780s, Count Leopold Berchtold claimed that a trav-
eler must "before he sets out for any place, have an accurate descrip-
tion of the curiosities of the road that leads to it." The same may be 
said of the reader of this book, who undoubtedly wants some idea 
not only of the purpose of the trip on which I take him but also of 
the rareties he will encounter along the way. 

Simply stated, the goal of this book is a generic description of one 
of the most popular literary forms of the eighteenth century, the 
nonfiction travel account. But in order to reach this objective, I 
must lead my reader on a road that, though direct, needs several 
signposts along the way. After an introductory discussion of the im-
portance and popularity of eighteenth-century nonfiction travel lit-
erature together with the need for a definition of its form and con-
ventions, I suggest, in chapter one, the general outlines of what the 
century called "voyages and travels." To do this, I focus first on 
Addison's Remarks on Several Parts of Italy (1705), a convenient 
terminus a quo because of its publication date, its widespread influ-
ence, and its changing reputation during the century. I then use 
Smollett's Expedition of Humphry Clinker (1771) and Travels 
through France and Italy (1766) to distinguish generically between 
fictional and nonfictional travels, and Horace's famous dictum con-
cerning pleasure and instruction to indicate the manner in which 
the eighteenth century saw travels as being genuinely "literary." All 
this leads to a description at the end of chapter one of the general 
form employed by travel writers during the century, showing how 
they blended accounts of their own experiences with descriptions of 
the countries they visited. Chapters two and three define the basic 
conventions used by travelers to narrate experiences and to describe 
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geographical regions, showing how these conventions significantly 
changed toward the end of the century and suggesting some of the 
artistic problems and literary influences which may have caused 
these developments. The Conclusion then recommends the ways in 
which eighteenth-century travel accounts should and should not be 
interpreted by readers, many of whom in the past have tried to see 
the century's travelers primarily as precursors of a new romantic 
sensibility. 

"Is This Trip Necessary?" The sign greeted many a traveler dur-
ing World War II, and it might easily be modified to read "Is This 
Book Necessary?"for many an author today. My answer to the latter 
question is yes, though I will leave it up to my readers to decide if I 
have taken the proper and profitable route. Nonfiction travel ac-
counts, while certainly the most common of all eighteenth-century 
voyages and travels, have scarcely enjoyed the kind of critical atten-
tion lavished on their fictional cousins, the imaginary voyage and 
the travel lie. Philip Babcock Gove's Imaginary Voyage in Prose Fic-
tion (1941) and Percy G. Adams's Travelers and Travel Liars (1962) 
have contributed greatly to our understanding of eighteenth-century 
literature and culture, but each work ignores the formal character-
istics of nonfiction travel literature. The same can be said about 
other studies like Hans-Joachim Possin's Reisen und Literatur (1972) 
and the numerous descriptions of the grand tour published over the 
last century. Even the major bibliographers of travel literature have 
compiled their lists without defining either what they or the eigh-
teenth century considered to be a travel account. Pleasurable In-
struction consequently attempts to supply an obvious need, the defi-
nition and description of what the London Chronicle called the 
most "agreeable and enchanting" of all "species of literary composi-
tion." 

"How could you journey throughout France without seeing Char-
tres?" Virtually every traveler encountering such a greeting upon re-
turning home must answer friends with "There simply wasn't time 
to see everything"or "Chartresjust wasn't in my path." I fear I must 
plead along similar lines when asked why I have failed to discuss at 
length some favorite work like Baron de Lahontan's New Voyages to 
North-America (1703) or Southey's Letters Written during a Short 
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Residence in Spain and Portugal (1797). A good deal of selectivity is 
necessary when dealing with the massive publications of travel ac-
counts which the eighteenth century witnessed. For this reason I 
concentrate upon the century's most popular voyages and travels 
together with those that make critical comments about form or con-
vention and those that incited the most spirited praise or distaste 
among reviewers. While travel literature was a truly international 
genre during the century, I have largely confined myself to English 
accounts and to those that were translated into English. (In the lat-
ter case, I cite the English title in my text, followed in parenthesis by 
the original date of publication and the date of the English transla-
tion.) Though some of the travel accounts I discuss reach into the 
remoter regions of the earth, a large portion of them deal with 
Great Britain and the Continent. The reason for this is simple: the 
most popular and the most influential travelers, more frequently 
than not, describe places relatively near to home. The selectivity in 
this work should not, however, harm its conclusions since the cen-
tury was quite unanimous in its attitudes toward the proper form of 
travel literature whether it described the wilds of Canada or the re-
finements of Paris. 

While this book's errors are all mine, its virtues frequently result 
from the people who helped me along the way. Gratitude must first 
of all go to my colleague, Gordon L. Kipling, who read more ver-
sions of my manuscript than I would like to remember. His con-
tinued assistance and friendship kept me from straying into the 
wrong paths, and for this he deserves to be called il miglior fabbro. 
Additional thanks go to Gwin J . Kolb and Arthur Friedman, who 
started me on this study, and to Anne and Kit Batten, who helped 
me finish it. My footnotes would still be in a shoebox were it not for 
the diligence of James F. McCloskey, and my manuscript would still 
be illegible were it not for the patience of Jeanette Gilkison. Anne 
Cummings slaved patiently over a Xerox machine for me, while 
Cheryl F. Giuliano and Udo Strutynski of the University of Califor-
nia Press gave me the kind of help one would expect only from 
friends. Research for this book was completed with the assistance of 
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a Regents Faculty Fellowship and grants from the UCLA Research 
Committee. The staffs of the UCLA Research Library, the William 
Andrews Clark Memorial Library, the Henry E. Huntington Li-
brary, the University of Chicago Library, and the Newberry Library 
deserve the kind of personal thanks that I cannot give them here. 
Finally, my gratitude goes to the editors of Genre for allowing me to 
reprint revised excerpts of my article, "Humphry Clinker and Eigh-
teenth-Century Travel Literature," as part of chapter one. 



If you think I impose too great a task on your inquisitive 
traveller, my next advice is, That he stay at home: read 
Europe in the mirror of his own country, which but too 
eagerly reflects and flatters every state that dances before its 
surface; and, for the rest, take up with the best information 
he can get from the books and narratives of the best voyagers. 

— "Mr. Locke" speaking in Bishop Richard 
Hurd's On the Uses of Foreign Travel (1763) 




