
Preface

HE AIMS of this anthology are to provide an informative Introduction
to the life and mind of Samuel Johnson, and a representative, amply
annotated selection of his best work, which will illustrate Johnson's
greatness as a biographer, critic, and moralist. Mr. Wimsatt wrote the
Introduction; Mr. Brady, with Mr. Wimsatt's help, is responsible for
the text and annotation.

The texts are taken from the following sources:
Letters—from sources as indicated.
London—Dodsley's Collection, 1748.
Prologue to Garrick's "Lethe"—the Folger manuscript. Reprinted by

kind permission of the Folger Shakespeare Library,
Washington, D.C.

Prologue Spoken at the Opening of the Theater in Drury Lane, 1747—
first edition, 1747.

The Vanity of Human Wishes—Dodsley's Collection, 1755.
A New Prologue Spoken at the Representation of'Comus"—first edition,

1750.
Prologue to "The Good-Natured Man"—first edition of the play,

1768.
A Short Song of Congratulation—the Huntington manuscript. Re-

printed by kind permission of the Henry E. Huntington Library
and Art Gallery.

On the Death of Dr. Robert Levett—Gentleman's Magazine, August
1783.

Some variants are admitted into the texts of these poems.
Rasselas—second edition, 1759.
Ramblers—fourth edition, 1756. Titles of the essays (listed sepa-

rately above, p. viii) from the first collected edition, 1752.
Idlers—and titles of the essays (listed above, p. ix) from the first col-

lected edition, 1761, except no. 22 from the Universal Chronicle,
1758.

Preface to the "Dictionary"—fourth folio edition, 1773, with some
substantive variants from the second folio edition, 1755, and a
few phrases restored from the first folio edition, 1755. We wish
to acknowledge a debt to Professor W. R. Keast's articles on the
text of the Preface.

Preface to Shakespeare—first edition, 1765, of Johnson's edition of
Shakespeare, the text being reprinted from W. K. Wimsatt's
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collection, Samuel Johnson and Shakespeare, 1960, by kind permis-
sion of Hill and Wang, Inc.

Life of Savage—second edition, 1748, with a few clear inadverten-
cies corrected. Except where indicated, Johnson's footnotes
have been omitted. We wish to acknowledge a debt to Professor
Clarence Tracy's definitive edition of this Life.

Other selections from the Lives of the Poets—last edition revised by
Johnson, 1783, with various corrections. We wish to acknowl-
edge a debt to the editions of the Lives by G. B. Hill, 1905, and
J. P. Hardy, 1971.

Spelling and capitalization have been modernized and Americanized
throughout, except when changes in spelling might affect pronuncia-
tion. Punctuation has been modernized to a lesser degree. We take
pleasure in thanking Cynthia Brodhead and John P. Crigler for vari-
ous kinds of help with text and annotation; Andrew Rosenheim, re-
search helper on a Yale College bursary appointment; and also Jerome
W. Hogan, Danny W. Jennings, Peter M. Jucovy, Silvine S. Marbury,
Patricia H. Owen, Edward A. Weller, and Charles Whitney, research
assistants at the Graduate School of the City University of New York,
for similar help. Herman W. Liebert kindly lent a copy of the second
edition ofRasselas. James L. Clifford and Joyce Hemlow generously
answered questions.

F. B.
W. K. W.

New York and New Haven
November 1, 1975
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