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I , C A N D I D A T E FOR G O V E R N O R 

A N D H O W I GOT L I C K E D 

By UPTON SINCLAIR 

CHAPTER I 

This is the story of the EPIC movement and the 
campaign to End Poverty in Cal ifornia; an "inside" 
story of events about which there has been much guess-
ing. It is a revelation of what money can do in Ameri-
can politics; what it will do when its privileges are 
threatened. When I was a boy, the President of Har-
vard University wrote about "the scholar in politics." 
Here is set forth how a scholar went into politics, and 
what happened to him. 

I am beginning this story three days after the elec-
tion. Having known for a month what was coming, I 
had time to practice smiling. I write now in a mood 
of cheerful aloofness. To the gentlemen of great wealth 
who control the State of California I would not pay the 
compliment of grieving about anything they could do 
to me. 

I grieve for the people. But the people have suffered 
for ages, and I have no way to help it . Whoever made 
this universe ordained it that people learn by suffering, 
and in no other way. The people of California have 
much to learn. 

For the past fourteen months I have traveled up and 
down the Sta te , addressing some two hundred meetings 
and facing half a million men and women. I spoke a 
score of times over the radio, so that practical ly every 
one in the State heard my voice. The substance of my 
message was this: 

"All my life I have believed and preached democracy, 
in the broad sense of that word; the right and power of 
the people to govern their own affairs. I am proposing 
now that the people shall vote to End Poverty in Cali-
fornia. I am willing to abide by the people's decision. 
If you have not suffered enough, it is your God-
given right to suffer some more. All you have to do is 
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