
Acknowledgments

To steal a pet phrase from an old friend, I “fell uphill” when I entered the
history profession a decade ago. It has been my great fortune to work
among those whose support—intellectual, emotional, spiritual, and oth-
erwise—has kept me on balance. I continue to draw momentum from my
halcyon days at the University of California, San Diego (UCSD), and am
especially grateful to Mary Lillis Allen, Eric Boime, Krista Camenzind,
Rene Hayden, Christina Jimenez, Phoebe Kropp, John Lee, David Luft,
Ken Maffitt, Tanalis Padilla, Natalie Ring, Sarah Schrank, and Gabriela
Soto Laveaga for creating a warm and invigorating community. Michael
Bernstein and Susan Davis provided helpful suggestions for transform-
ing my dissertation into this book. Michael Parrish was especially help-
ful in getting me to frame my work in broader contexts. David Gutierrez
opened my eyes to the political relevance of historical scholarship, helped
me to develop a mission for my career, and continues to be generous with
his advice and encouragement.

Archivists who aided this project include Dacey Taube at the Univer-
sity of Southern California’s Regional History Center, Ruth Britton at the
University of Southern California’s California Social Welfare Archives,
Linda Jordan at the Bancroft Library, Jay Jones at the Los Angeles City
Archives, Robert Marshall at the Urban Archives Center at California
State University Northridge, Kristi French and Irene Still-Meyer at the
Department of Special Collections at California State University Long
Beach, and Sarah Cooper at the Southern California Library for Social

ix



Research. Lil Carlson, Archie Green, Dorothy Healey, Morris Kadish,
Michio Kunitani, Miriam Johnson, and Larue McCormick generously
agreed to share their recollections of prewar Los Angeles. Gordon and
Lynn Bailey, Lars Florio, Joe Gawronski, Rene Hayden, and Nicole
Kresge sheltered me during several important research trips out East.

For financial support, I would like to thank the History Department
and the Center for the Humanities at UCSD, the Historical Society of
Southern California, the Haynes Foundation/Huntington Library Fel-
lowship Program, the Social Science Research Council, and the Univer-
sity of California’s Kevin Starr Fellowship Program. Portions of chap-
ters 4 and 5 appeared in different forms in the following articles,
respectively: “Red Light Kaleidoscope: Prostitution and the Politics of
Cross-Cultural Sex in Los Angeles, 1880–1940,” Journal of Urban His-
tory 28 (September 2002): 720–42; “‘So Many Children at Once and So
Many Kinds’: Schools and Ethno-racial Boundaries in Early Twentieth
Century Los Angeles,” Western Historical Quarterly 33 (Winter 2002):
453–76. This material is adapted with permission.

In Los Angeles I took part in two enormously valuable reading
groups, whose members included Eric Avila, Shana Beth Bernstein,
Clark Davis, Daniel Hurwitz, Ben Johnson, Anthony Macias, Natalia
Molina, Michelle Nickerson, R. J. Smith, Roberto Lint Sagarena, Sarah
Shrank, and Mike Willard. A gifted cohort of post-docs at the Human-
ities Research Institute, Peter Cahn, Jerry Miller, Mimi Saunders, and
Chiou-Ling Yeh, worked out an untold number of kinks in the study
and provided good company as well. Carl Abbott, Chris Endy, Mike
Engh, Greg Hise, Donna Gabaccia, Marixa Lasso, Ken Marcus, Becky
Nicolaides, and Josh Sides at various times addressed key parts of the
manuscript that needed rethinking. I am grateful to Monica McCormick
and Randy Heymann at University of California Press for shepherding
this project to publication.

I owe my greatest professional debts to my mentor, Bill Deverell, who
continues to inspire me with his enthusiasm, thoughtfulness, and com-
mitment. Over time he has shown me not only how to become a better
historian, but a better person. I am proud to consider him a friend.

Like so many others I suffered an enormous blow with the death of
Clark Davis, a man of extraordinary insight and warmth. His consider-
able influence on the ideas presented in this study was the least of the
benefits I derived from our friendship. Clark left his friends a silver lin-
ing in the community he wove that has sustained us in the aftermath. I
will resist the temptation to go on at length about all the wonderful peo-

x Acknowledgments



ple who have come together for his family, his incomparable wife,
Cheryl Koos, and their son, Jackson Patrick Koos Davis. I value espe-
cially my friendships with Cheryl, Natalie Fousekis, Charles Romney,
Sarah Schrank, and Josh Sides. Finally, I want to thank Craig Snellings
and Rich Wolf, my chief advisers, gurus, and guardians since time out
of mind. I would not have made it anywhere close to this point without
them.

Over the years I have come to appreciate the enormous blessing that
is my family. My brother’s blunt honesty and his quest for a deeper level
of experience amaze me. My father remains the standard by which I
judge personal dignity and manhood. I am grateful for his patience and
love. My mother was my first history teacher and showed me the good
that is possible in this world. I miss her every day.

xiAcknowledgments



This page intentionally left blank 


