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PREFACE

It may seem as if I have jumped the gun updating the first edition of this book so 

quickly. What’s the hurry? you might legitimately wonder. The simple answer, to quote 

Bob Dylan, is because “things have changed.” A tidal wave of change has rolled over the 

Washington wine industry in just the past few years. Essentially, this is far more than a 

revised edition; it’s almost a whole new book.

 Washington State wines have made their entrance upon the world stage, and no longer 

need to stand shyly in the corner while some marquee player from California hogs the 

spotlight. Those who most closely follow developments in the wine world—bloggers, 

sommeliers, distributors, retailers, and even (gasp!) the press—have been keeping their 

eyes on the nation’s second-largest wine-producing state. And they like what they see.

 In the midst of a global recession, with many of the world’s wine and spirits con-

glomerates reeling, Ste. Michelle Wine Estates, now the seventh-largest wine company 

in America, is posting record growth. In the Nielsen data for the sales year ending in 

July 2009, national sales of Washington State wines increased 9.1 percent by value and 

6.8 percent by volume—figures well above national averages. The official number of 

bonded wineries in Washington has passed 650 and may well top 700 by the time this 

book reaches print. 

 The 2009 wine grape harvest—predicated to be the largest ever—is unofficially 

pegged at 155,000 tons. Statewide, there are 36,000 acres of vineyard. Better still, 

Washington has seen five straight exceptional vintages following the freeze of 2004, 
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and these are the wines that form the basis for the reviews and winery classifications 

in this new edition. Two new AVAs (American Viticultural Areas) are profiled—Snipes 

Mountain and Lake Chelan—both approved in 2009. At least two more are already in 

the application phase. 

 The North American Wine Bloggers’ Conference has chosen Walla Walla as the site 

of its June 2010 gathering. Santé, a national trade magazine for restaurant professionals, 

wrote in its May 2009 issue that “only recently has Washington wine become a must-

have item in restaurants across the country.” Eastern Washington is also becoming, 

often to the astonishment of the locals, a major wine-tourism magnet. Though these sta-

tistics are now a few years out of date, an economic impact study done by MKF Research 

estimated that tourists who visited Washington wineries in 2006 spent more than 

$237 million, up from just $18.9 million in 2000. In that same period, the number of 

visitors increased fivefold, from 350,000 to more than 1.7 million.

 The quality of Washington wines, and the interest in these wines from around the 

world, has reached an all-time high. And that dramatically changes the purpose and cre-

ative focus of this book. The original edition was intended to make the case, as critically 

as possible, for Washington State to be considered a world-class winemaking region.

 This time around, I’m starting with that as a given. The goal here is to give you a han-

dle on the grapes, the AVAs, the vineyards, the wines, the winemakers, and the wineries 

that represent the best the state has to offer. Since my first wine column appeared in 

1984, I have continually tasted and tracked the industry’s growth, all the while bench-

marking it against the wines of the Old World and the New World. I’ve made repeated 

visits to France, Spain, Italy, Germany, Argentina, and Australia, as well as up and down 

the West Coast and into British Columbia, and I’ve tasted tens of thousands of wines.

 The conclusion I reached in the original edition of this book still stands. It’s not 

often that a brand-new wine region with world-class capabilities comes along. I’ve been 

privileged to see this one grow from a tiny cutting into a major vine. Washington has 

moved out of the shadow of California. My sincere hope is that this book will help you to 

understand what makes this state and its wines unique and memorable, so that you can 

make your own delicious discoveries. 

 To Washington wine!


