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Concern about declining populations of bird spe-
cies that breed in North America’s grasslands and 
other habitats has spurred extensive research on 
factors that may affect their reproductive success. 
Critical to this endeavor is an understanding of 
factors that affect nest survival and productivity. 
To address this need, in the mid-1990s, research-
ers began adapting miniature video cameras and 
recording equipment to create surveillance sys-
tems suitable for monitoring activities at cryptic 
bird nests. Since then, the range of applications 
for these camera systems has grown dramatically, 
and these systems have been used widely to study 
a variety of avian taxa in many different ecosys-
tems. These camera studies have vastly expanded 
our knowledge of nest predation (typically the 
leading proximate cause of nest failure) and nest-
ing biology for many bird species. 
 To highlight the accumulated and growing 
information from video surveillance of bird nests, 
we convened a Coordinated General Session at 
the 2008 joint meeting of the American Ornithol-
ogists’ Union, the Cooper Ornithological Society, 
and the Society of Canadian Ornithologists (4–9 
August; Portland, Oregon). This volume is an out-
growth of that session. Most papers in this vol-
ume are based on presentations given in the gen-
eral session, but others were specially invited for 
this volume to illustrate additional types of infor-
mation that can be obtained using video surveil-
lance at nests. 

 This collection of papers provides (1) useful 
information on the applications and limitations 
of nest cameras in research; (2) examples of 
analyses, interpretation, and application of cam-
era data to address a variety of research and 
management questions; and (3) a source of 
information obtained thus far on numerous spe-
cies and subjects. These papers also illustrate 
how knowledge about activities at nests has fur-
thered our understanding of avian ecology. This 
progress reflects, in part, the use of video data to 
corroborate or refute assumptions in the litera-
ture that have long been accepted but have been 
poorly or inadequately tested. As Margaret 
Morse Nice advised more than half a century ago 
(Wilson Bulletin 65:81–93), “we must demand 
the evidence” and not accept published accounts 
without scrutiny. 
 We thank Carl D. Marti (now deceased, former 
Series Editor of Studies in Avian Biology) for invit-
ing us to develop this volume, and Brett K. Sand-
ercock (current Series Editor) for guiding us 
through the publication process. We thank all the 
volume contributors for their diligence and 
enthusiastic involvement in this effort and for 
their patience and perseverance during the 
lengthy period required to bring this volume to 
press. We also appreciate the time and expertise 
of the many reviewers who substantially improved 
each chapter of this volume. Finally, we thank 
Lawrence D. Igl, who recognized the value of this 
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volume’s subject years ago, and suggested that we 
organize the Coordinated General Session on 
which this volume was based. He also provided 
information on potential contributors, supplied 
an abundance of pertinent literature, and pro-
vided insightful editing at every stage of this 

project—from the proposal for the 2008 general 
session to several drafts of papers in this volume.
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