
INTRODUCTION. 

OUR theories of crime and our conception of the criminal 
have undergone profound modification since our notions of 
mankind were transformed by the researches of Mr. Darwin. 
Crime is still thought of by the uneducated as merely a 
black kind of wickedness, and by lawyers as merely a punish-
able act. But scientific students of mind and of society have 
learned that wicked and punishable acts are correlated with 
anthropological and physiological facts, and with social and 
historical conditions, that are deserving of investigation. 
The criminal is still thought of by a majority of law-abiding 
persons as an " evil-doer," who sins deliberately, because he 
" likes t o " ; who deserves the vengeance of man in this 
present world and the wrath of God in a world to come. 
But to the scientifically trained mind the criminal is a char-
acter who should be examined with painstaking care and by 
precise methods, to determine how far he is responsible. 
He may be an atavistic variant from normal mankind, and 
devoid of moral sense, a dangerous creature, to be restrained 
as a wild beast might be, but not to be punished by rational 
beings. He may be a weak or passionate person, not evil in 
disposition but liable to go wrong under stress of temptation 
or excitement. Or, finally, he may be nothing more nor less 
than a " professional"—a man who has gone into crime as a 
profitable business, exactly as he might have gone into 
politics or promoting. To those who have become familiar 
with these distinctions, it seems quite clear that professional 
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criminals only are likely to be restrained by punishment, 
and that the " ins t inc t ive" and "occas iona l" criminals must 
be dealt with by other methods : equally clear that a sen-
timental charity towards professional criminals, who ought 
to be punished with such severity as would make their busi-
ness unprofitable, must result in an increase of crime. 

The methods of the anthropologists, however, are not the 
only ones that are suggested by an evolutionist philosophy, 
as applicable to the study of crime and the criminal. An 
undiscriminating notion of the criminal as in every instance 
a wicked man, or as in every instance a defective and irre-
sponsible man, leading, as it must, to an undiscriminating 
policy of punishment or of mercy, is not the only cause affect-
ing the amount of crime in the community. Granting the 
distinctions that have here been named, crime may increase 
or decrease in amount without any change in law or in pol-
icy. Changing social conditions determine the birth-rates of 
the atavistic and irresponsible; of the violent, the weak, the 
unscrupulous. Changing social conditions determine also 
the range of temptation and of opportunity. Crime and 
criminals, therefore, must be studied by the methods of the 
statistician, as well as by those of the anthropologist, if we 
are to obtain an adequate knowledge of the causes that 
control human well-being. 

Even these methods, however, do not exhaust the possi-
bilities of investigation offered by the phenomena of crime. 
Not every wicked act, not every injurious act, is a crime 
Certain acts (and negligences) society through its law-mak-
ing authority formally prohibits, and through its executive 
authority solemnly punishes. These acts, which the state 
thus authoritatively brands, and no others, are crimes. 

It is obvious therefore that crime may increase or diminish 
from age to age without any change whatever in the number 
of wrongful acts. Deeds which at one time are tolerated or 
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even approved, at another t ime may be denounced and pun-
ished. Any change in the att i tude of society toward human 
conduct must consequently make a corresponding change in 
the statistics of crime. It is well within the limits of possi-
bility that a community might become, generation by gener-
ation, more moral, and produce increasing crops of the 
" peaceable fruits of righteousness," and yet show in its 
moral statistics a steady increase of crime, in excess of the 
increase of population. 

This is a phase of the phenomena of crime which is un-
familiar to the general reader and to the average voter, and 
which, indeed, is understood only by those few persons 
among the well-informed who have devoted themselves to 
studies in comparative jurisprudence or in the history of 
legislation. It is this phase especially that Dr. Hall has in-
vestigated, and has set forth in the present volume with a 
thoroughness which, I think, has not characterized any pre-
ceding study of the relation of crime to civilization. 

A moment 's reflection will satisfy an intelligent reader 
that, by its very nature, civilization must now and then 
increase the sum total of crime. Civilization devises, ex-
tends and improves a moral order among men, and this order 
takes the form of legality. One after another the acts and 
negligences which civilized men regard as evil are branded, 
prohibited and punished as "cr imes ." Sometimes in a 
moment of mistaken zeal, acts that a sober second thought 
declares to be innocent in themselves, and harmless to man-
kind, are so stigmatized. Yet, on the whole, this process of 
converting immoralities into positive crimes is one of the 
most powerful means by which society in the long run elim-
inates the socially unfit, and gives an advantage in the 
struggle for existence to the thoughtful, the considerate, the 
far -seeing, the compa.ssiori3.tej so lifting its members to 
higher planes of character and of conduct. While it would 
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be absurd to say that civilization is promoted by an increase 
of crime, if by "increase" we mean a multiplication of evil 
deeds, (the legal definition and the punishment of crime 
remaining the same) it is yet perfectly true to say that 
civilization in the long run is promoted by that " increase" 
of crime which is caused by an extension of the category of 
acts branded by society as criminal, the total number of evil 
deeds remaining unchanged. 

I have some fear that Dr. Hall in these pages has not 
always been sufficiently careful to emphasize the distinction 
that I have just made. The attentive reader, however, will 
have no difficulty in discovering that Dr. Hall is not trying 
to demonstrate anything so absurd as a beneficial reaction 
of harmful deeds. And I am sure that those who examine 
the book as a study of results attributable to the long his-
torical process of extending the category, " crime," over larger 
and larger areas within the field of socially injurious conduct, 
will find it a positive contribution to our present knowledge 
of this immensely important subject. 
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