
THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

THE first few pages of this book seem very pessimistic, but 
in truth the author's view is a broadly optimistic one, grow-
ing more so with the progress of his work, which offers, to 
those who read, an answer to this strange enigma, by reveal-
ing the social good which rests within the growing mass of 
crime. The minds of many men to-day are filled with anx-
ious fears and forebodings because of this increasing weight 
of evil, the fruit of our higher civilization; for they fail to 
trace within the gloom those strong forces working out so-
cial betterment by means of this very increase of crime 
which they so deplore. 

Human good and human evil are many-sided—not fixed 
and unchanging, but largely relative—and compounded in 
ever-varying proportions the one with the other. Often, 
very often, evil is but good out of its proper time and place. 
Things must be looked at in their historic setting, if we 
would rightly value them. Only by a very wide, impersonal 
view—a long perspective—in which the individual and his 
immediate needs are merged in the continued welfare of the 
human race, can we see, " as through a glass, darkly," the 
vast outlines of eternal good, can we grow into that high-
hearted and grandly reasonable hope that 

" There shall never be one lost good ! What was, shall live at before; 
The evil is null, is naught, is silence implying sound; 

What was good, shall be good, with, for evil, so much good more; 
On the earth the broken arcs; in the heaven, a perfect round." 

(Browning.) Ail Vogler. 

A student 6f these problems of crime for many years, the 
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author was in charge of the Bureau of Charities and Correc-
tion during the latter half of the Columbian Exposition, 
Chicago, 1893. The following spring he delivered a course 
of lectures on Criminology before graduate students of Johns 
Hopkins University, and in 1894—95 was Fellow in Sociology 
at Columbia University. Since July , 1895, the thoughts 
presented in this book have been slowly developing and 
growing clear before his mind, and the last three years have 
been devoted to a critical examination of the evidence—his-
torical, legal and statistical—throwing light upon the sub-
ject. 

Careful study of the valuable writings of the criminal an-
thropologists has strengthened the conviction that, in call-
ing attention so forcibly to the physiological and psycholog-
ical study of individual degeneration as the essential fact in 
criminology, we have been drawn away from the perception of 
another side of truth, perhaps equally important, namely: 
the evolutionary function and usefulness of crime and pun-
ishment. Crime is in large part a social product, increasing 
with the growth of knowledge, intelligence and social moral-
ity—increasing because of this growth. The persistent en-
largement of the field of crime is a necessity for all truly 
progressive nations. Many acts formerly harmless, or so-
cially beneficial, become harmful as civilization grows higher 
and more complex. An increase of crime, however, does not 
mean necessarily an increase of anti-social conduct. In fact, 
anti-social acts may have diminished while crime has grown 
larger in amount, or may have increased while crime has 
decreased. Society's conflict with its criminal members, 
due to the enforcement of new social prohibitions, is one of 
the chief means by which humanity, in every age, has risen 
from a lower to a higher plane of civilization, from almost 
uncontrolled license, selfishness and hate, into true liberty, 
love and mutual helpfulness. 
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