
FOREWORD 

At the opening of the nineteenth century democracy-
was new; men were still described as gentlemen and 
simple-men, in America as well as in the monarchies 
across the sea. Disparities of rank were still sustained 
by those of property, but in a country such as ours, where 
the touch of energy could turn resources into wealth, 
prescriptive rights could not long remain unchallenged. 
In no colony had the lines of old caste been more clearly 
drawn than in New York ; in no state were they more 
completely rubbed away. How an aristocracy of birth 
was changed to one of money and was often ousted from 
control, how Federalists became Clintonians and Clin-
tonians turned into Whigs, is to be the theme of the 
following pages. 

The history of New York state has been well told. 
Few contemporary narratives have been more full and 
fair than that contained within Judge Hammond's vol-
umes published in the 'forties. Nor could the general 
reader want a more complete and readable account than 
that of Col. Alexander, published some ten years ago. 
These historians, however, in the manner of the older 
school, have dealt objectively with events and personal-
ities, without giving much attention to the social and 
economic causes which went far to make them what they 
were. The present writer, with a narrower theme, has 
essayed to penetrate beneath the laws and party plat-
forms in hope of explanations. It is a story he believes 
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to be of interest, however haltingly related, tracing as it 
does the fortunes of a class, accustomed by training and 
tradition to the conduct of affairs, but forced to yield 
before what seemed to them the great disaster of democ-
racy; it deals with their unpalatable compromises and 
slow liberalization, and the final welding of a business 
party appropriate to the conditions of America. It is 
hoped that thus it may throw another ray of light upon 
the evolution of society in the Empire State. 

To Professor William A. Dunning of Columbia Uni-
versity, the author is under special obligation for the 
keen but kindly criticism which he has brought to bear 
upon this study, and for his sacrifice of many hours 
to the tedious task of reading proof. Professor Her-
bert L . Osgood has patiently reviewed the manuscript 
and made valuable suggestions. The author desires also 
to acknowledge the co-operation of Mr. Victor Hugo 
Paltsits, Keeper of the Manuscripts of the New York 
Public Library, of Robert H. Kelby, Librarian of the 
New York Historical Society, of Dr. Austin B. Keep, 
and of Professors Charles A. Beard, Carlton J . H. Hayes, 
David S. Muzzey and Robert Livingston Schuyler, of 
whose counsel he has frequently availed himself. Not-
withstanding this generous aid, he is aware that many 
imperfections still remain. 
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