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He felt sleepy, he felt somewhat cold. Having unwound his turban, he 
looked at himself in a metal mirror. I do not know what his eyes saw, 
because no historian has ever described the forms of his face. I do know 
that he disappeared suddenly, as if fulminated by an invisible fire, and 
with him disappeared the houses and the unseen fountain. 

-Jorge Luis Borges, Averroes's Search 

And if one asked her, longing to pin down the moment with date and sea
son, But what were you doing on the fifth of Aprilr868, or the second of 
November 1875, she would look vague and say she could remember noth
ing. For all the dinners are cooked; the plates and cups washed; the 
children sent to school and gone out into the world. Nothing remains of it 
all. All has vanished. No biography or history has a word to say about it. 
And the novels, without meaning to, inevitably lie. 

-Virginia Woolf, A Room of One's Own 




