
 Preface and Acknowledgments 

 This book emerged from the identifi cation of an ongoing problem 
surrounding defense conversion and a general lack of knowledge on the 
topic. We also recognized the need for interdisciplinary, mixed-methods 
collaboration early in our research: the problems we saw were too big; 
crossed too many boundaries, both literal and metaphoric; and were too 
complex for either of us to engage on our own. Political science and urban 
planning both offered incomplete answers to many of our early questions, 
as did both quantitative and qualitative methods as means to answer the 
complicated questions and data that arose from former defense commu-
nities. Moreover, we saw the need for a book that engaged policy makers 
and practitioners, not just academics. This recognition led us to a fruit-
ful, mixed-methods collaboration that extends far beyond political science 
and urban planning. It also took extensive time and resources: we began 
this project in our second years on the tenure track at Boise State Univer-
sity. We were interested in interdisciplinary collaboration and were for-
tunate enough to work at institutions that support that kind of research. 
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We saw great value in drawing on each other’s expertise across disciplines 
and spent fi ve years expanding our knowledge across disciplines. This let 
us address questions about defense conversion that simply combining our 
distinct methodological backgrounds would not have. Many questions 
remain, but this book represents one of the most comprehensive efforts to 
date to grapple with a challenging, comprehensive subject. However, it is 
still just the fi rst step toward helping communities convert closed bases, a 
complex challenge that Americans will face for a long time. We look for-
ward to continuing our work in this area. 

 We could not have written this book without considerable help from 
many people. First, we thank the many people we interviewed in San 
Diego; the Monterey area; Alameda, California; Holy Loch, Scotland; 
Soesterberg, Netherlands; and Frankfurt, Germany. Everyone was very 
generous with their time and provided critical information surrounding 
defense conversion in their communities. Their insights informed our 
work in signifi cant ways and made us both question and strengthen our 
research assumptions. We especially thank Alan Ziter, of Liberty Station, 
San Diego; Michael Houlemard, of the Fort Ord Redevelopment Author-
ity; and Jennifer Ott, of the city of Alameda for extensive assistance dur-
ing our fi eldwork in each area. We also thank the United States Navy for 
its assistance and contribution to data collection in Washington, DC. We 
received institutional support from a variety of sources. First, Boise State 
University’s Public Policy Research Center, directed by Eric Lindquist, 
generously supported our research. Similarly, Boise State University’s 
School of Public Service, including Dean Corey Cook and Associate Dean 
Andrew Giacomazzi, provided research funds in support of our work at 
several different stages of the research process. Lori Hausegger was also a 
strong proponent of our interdisciplinary collaboration and championed 
our work to many audiences. The University of Miami’s Department of 
Political Science and College of Arts and Sciences also provided gener-
ous support for our work in the fi eld and throughout the publishing pro-
cess. Susan Clarke of the University of Colorado provided considerable 
encouragement and advice throughout the project, as did Eugenie Birch 
at the University of Pennsylvania, who also saw the value in connecting 
urban politics with urban redevelopment. Editors and anonymous peer 
reviewers at  Urban Affairs Review  and  Journal of the American Planning 
Association  offered valuable suggestions and commentary. We also thank 
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panelists at the Urban Affairs Association, International Planning History, 
and American Collegiate School of Planning conferences for their helpful 
feedback on conference papers that helped form our initial ideas for this 
book. We thank several research assistants who helped with various as-
pects of the project. Most notably, Aaron Mondada at Boise State Univer-
sity and Richard Hankins at the University of Miami provided excellent 
research support during the research and writing process. It is important 
for us to recognize Michael McGandy, senior editor at Cornell University 
Press, and the CUP staff for their valuable insights and tremendous assis-
tance in translating our research into this book. Michael McGandy’s edi-
torial guidance was essential for striking a balance between pure academic 
scholarship and accessible public scholarship so that our work could 
speak to broader audiences. Napoleon said that an army marches on its 
stomach, which was certainly true for us in this project. Burger Belly, in 
Boise, Idaho, provided the best fuel for our march, and for that we are 
grateful. We are also grateful to Monica Hubbard of Boise State for her 
support during research trips to Boise. Finally, we thank our families for 
bearing with us while we worked on this project. Seth and William Ashley 
and Jim and Marian Johnson deserve special recognition in this area. 
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