the terry lectures

EXORCISM AND ENLIGHTENMENT

OTHER VOLUMES IN THE TERRY LECTURE SERIES AVAILABLE
FROM YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS

The Courage to Be Paul Tillich
Psychoanalysis and Religion Erich Fromm
Becoming Gordon W. Allport
A Common Faith John Dewey
Education at the Crossroads Jacques Maritain
Psychology and Religion Carl G. Jung
Freud and Philosophy Paul Ricoeur
Freud and the Problem of God Hans Küng
Master Control Genes in Development and Evolution
Walter J. Gehring
Belief in God in an Age of Science John Polkinghorne
Israelis and the Jewish Tradition David Hartman
The Empirical Stance Bas C. van Fraassen
One World Peter Singer

H. C. ERIK MIDELFORT

Exorcism and Enlightenment
Johann Joseph Gassner and the Demons of
Eighteenth-Century Germany

YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS ≤ NEW HAVEN AND LONDON

Published with assistance from the Louis Stern Memorial
Fund.
Copyright ∫ 2005 by Yale University. All rights reserved.
This book may not be reproduced, in whole or in part,
including illustrations, in any form (beyond that copying
permitted by Sections 107 and 108 of the U.S. Copyright
Law and except by reviewers for the public press), without
written permission from the publishers.
Designed by Nancy Ovedovitz and set in Janson OS type by
Keystone Typesetting, Inc. Printed in the United States of
America by Sheridan Books.
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Midelfort, H. C. Erik.
Exorcism and Enlightenment : Johann Joseph Gassner and
the demons of eighteenth-century Germany / H. C. Erik
Midelfort.
p.
cm. — (The Terry lectures)
Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and index.
isbn 0-300-10669-6 (cloth : alk. paper)
1. Gassner Johann Joseph, 1727–1779. 2. Exorcism—
Germany—History—18th century. 3. Faith and reason—
Christianity—History of doctrines—18th century.
4. Enlightenment—Germany. I. Title. II. Series.
bx2340.m53 2005
235%.4%094309033—dc22 2004065905
A catalogue record for this book is available from the
British Library.
The paper in this book meets the guidelines for permanence and durability of the Committee on Production
Guidelines for Book Longevity of the Council on Library
Resources.
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

This book is for Anne

THE DWIGHT HARRINGTON TERRY FOUNDATION LECTURES
ON RELIGION IN THE LIGHT OF SCIENCE AND PHILOSOPHY

The deed of gift declares that ‘‘the object of this
foundation is not the promotion of scientiﬁc
investigation and discovery, but rather the
assimilation and interpretation of that which has
been or shall be hereafter discovered, and its
application to human welfare, especially by the
building of the truths of science and philosophy
into the structure of a broadened and puriﬁed
religion. The founder believes that such a religion
will greatly stimulate intelligent effort for the
improvement of human conditions and the
advancement of the race in strength and excellence
of character. To this end it is desired that a series of
lectures be given by men eminent in their
respective departments, on ethics, the history of
civilization and religion, biblical research, all
sciences and branches of knowledge which have an
important bearing on the subject, all the great laws
of nature, especially of evolution . . . also such
interpretations of literature and sociology as are in
accord with the spirit of this foundation, to the end
that the Christian spirit may be nurtured in the

fullest light of the world’s knowledge and that
mankind may be helped to attain its highest
possible welfare and happiness upon this earth.’’
The present work constitutes the latest volume
published on this foundation.

