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“De expugnatione civitatis Acconensis,” in
Chronica magistri Rogeri de Houedene, ed. W.
Stubbs, 3 vols, Rolls Series (London, 1868–71),
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Quellen zur Geschichte des Kreuzzuges Kaiser
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Ottonis de Sancto Blasio chronica, ed. A. Hofmeister,
Monumenta Germania Historica, Scriptores
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Radulphi de Coggeshall Chronicon Anglicanum, De
expugnatione terrae sanctae libellus, Thomas Agnellus
de morte et sepultura Henrici regis Angliae junioris;
Gesta Fulconis filii Warini; Excerpta ex Otiis
imperialibus Gervasii Tilebutiensis, ed. J. Stevenson,
3 vols, Rolls Series (London, 1875).
“The chronicle of Richard of Devizes,” in
Chronicles of the Reigns of Stephen, Henry II, and
Richard I, ed. R. Howlett, 4 vols, Rolls Series
(London, 1886).
La Continuation de Guillaume de Tyr (1184–1197),
ed. M.R. Morgan (Paris, 1982).
The History of the Holy War: Ambroise’s Estoire de la
Guerre Sainte, ed. and trans. M. Ailes and M.
Barber, 2 vols (Woodbridge, 2003).
Gesta regis Henrici secundi Benedicti abbatis, ed. W.
Stubbs, 2 vols, Rolls Series (London, 1867).
Chronica magistri Rogeri de Houedene, ed. W.
Stubbs, 3 vols, Rolls Series (London, 1868–71).
The Chronicle of Ibn al-Athīr for the Crusading
Period from al-Mail fi’l-Ta’rikh, trans. D.S.
Richards, Crusade Texts in Translation, 3 vols
(Reprint, Farnham, 2010).
The Rare and Excellent History of Saladin by Bahā’
al-Dīn Ibn Shaddād, trans. D.S. Richards, Crusade
Texts in Translation (Farnham, 2002).
“Les livres des deux jardins: histoire des deux
règnes, celui de Nour Ed-Dìn et celui de Salah Ed
Dìn,” in Recueil des historiens des croisades, historiens
Orientaux, vol. 4 (Paris, 1898).
Das Itinerarium peregrinorum: eine zeitgenössiche
englische Chronik zum dritten Kreuzzug in ursprünglicher
Gestalt, ed. H.E. Mayer (Stuttgart, 1962).
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“Itinerarium peregrinorum et gesta regis Ricardi,” in
Chronicles and Memorials of the Reign of Richard I, ed.
W. Stubbs, 2 vols, Rolls Series (London, 1864–5).
William of Newburgh, The History of English
Affairs, ed. and trans. P.G. Walsh and M.J.
Kennedy, 2 vols (Oxford, 2007–11); or “Historia
rerum Anglicarum,” ed. R. Howlett, in Chronicles of
the Reigns of Stephen, Henry II, and Richard I, 2 vols,
Rolls Series (London, 1884–5).
Revised regesta regni Hierosolymitani Database,
http://crusades-regesta.com
Œuvres de Rigord et de Guillaume le Breton,
historiens de Philippe-Auguste, ed. H.F. Delaborde
(Paris, 1882).
Radulfi de Diceto decanis Lundoniensis opera historica,
ed. W. Stubbs, 2 vols, Rolls Series (London, 1876).

Unless otherwise noted in the text, English translations are taken
from the applicable editions above, as well as the following:
The Crusade of Frederick Barbarossa: The history of the expedition of the
Emperor Frederick and related texts, trans. G.A. Loud (Farnham,
2013) [for Ansbert and Blasien].
The Chronicle of Richard of Devizes, concerning the Deeds of Richard I,
king of England, and Richard of Cirencester’s Description of Britain,
trans. J.A. Giles (London, 1841).
The Conquest of Jerusalem and the Third Crusade: Sources in translation,
trans. P.W. Edbury (Aldershot, 1998) [for Eracles].
The Annals of Roger de Hoveden, trans. H.T. Riley, 2 vols (Reprint,
New York, 1968) [for Howden2].
The Chronicle of the Third Crusade: The Itinerarium peregrinorum
et gesta regis Ricardi, trans. H.J. Nicholson, Crusade Texts in
Translation (Farnham, 1997) [for Itinerarium2].
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The History of William of Newburgh, trans. J. Stevenson (London,
1856).
Arab Historians of the Crusades: Selected and translated from the Arabic
sources, ed. and trans. F. Gabrieli (Berkeley, 1984) [for ‘Imād al-Dīn].
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1. Acre and its environment.
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1. The Toron, viewed from the north, the
site of the most ancient settlement in the
area, dating back to Canaanite and then
Phoenician times. On its southern side are
the remains of the ancient harbor, wherein
water from Haifa Bay once flowed. At the
hill’s left (eastern) edge can be spotted the
modern statue of Napoleon astride his
horse, Marengo.

2. Remains of the Tower of Flies in Akko Harbor. The tower was rebuilt several times, and its base
can be easily seen from Akko’s southern areas. It sat at the end of a mole running north to the
shoreline. The tower once served as the proper entrance to the port: a chain was stretched from it
to another tower on the west–east quay, which, when strung, prevented seaborne access to the city.

3. Pietro Vesconte’s map of Acre, from Marino Sanudo’s Liber secretorum fidelium crucis super Terrae
Sanctae recuperatione et conservatione. Vesconte’s map provides the most detailed contemporary
illustration of medieval Acre. The double wall arrangement dates to the thirteenth century. It and
the plethora of gates and towers have confounded historians of the Third Crusade siege, during
which the city looked far different. Note the tower in the harbor. On the verso is a less detailed
map of medieval Jerusalem.

4. Matthew Paris’ map of Acre, from Chronica maiora. A portion of Paris’ map of the route to the
Holy Land, the only drawing depicting a single circuit of walls around Acre. It is, however, less
detailed than others, in that it does not illustrate the different quarters of the city. It does show a
wall around the suburb of Montmusard, which was erected after Acre’s recapture in 1191.

5. Evidence of northern crusade-era walls
in Akko. Because most of Acre’s walls
were rebuilt by the Ottomans there are
few visible sections of the crusader-era
fortifications. In certain places, though,
one can spy elements of the crusader walls
that were reinforced in later centuries. The
section here existed during Napoleon’s
siege in 1799 – it was bombarded with
cannon fire but never collapsed.

6. Old Akko, viewed from atop the Toron. The height of the Toron (today, Tel Akko) provides a
superb 360-degree view of the city and its surroundings. The distance between the hill and the city
in the twelfth century was much shorter, perhaps half the distance, because Acre’s defensive wall
lay farther east. The walls were later pulled back in the Ottoman period.

7. The siege of Acre, from Chroniques de France ou de St Denis. This is one of a few miniatures of
the siege, but it is not contemporary, dating from between 1270 and 1380. It is likely of Parisian
origin. The crusaders are assaulting Acre’s walls with missile weapons: note the bow, crossbows, and
spear about to be hurled. There are foot soldiers and knights, the latter of whom have evidently
dismounted to fight. Note the wooden shield behind which a crossbowman hides; such portable
defenses were commonly used to protect both attackers and the operators of siege engines from
counterfire.

8. The Scythian women attacking a castle, from Histoire ancienne jusqu’à César. The combat roles
of women are periodically featured in both Christian and Muslim sources for the siege of Acre.
Women can be found fighting in armor and riding on horses, filling the city moat with stones
in order to effect the crossing of crusader siege engines, and they are even said to have executed
Muslim soldiers shipwrecked upon Acre’s shoreline.

9. A crusade-era western sword, Oakeshott Type XIa, one of the sword types popular in the late
twelfth century, with a longer blade and straight hilt. This one has a “brazil nut”-shaped pommel,
while other examples have a pommel in the shape of a disc.

10. One of a pair of tiles illustrating the legendary joust between Richard the Lionheart and
Saladin. In that encounter, Richard was said to have unhorsed the sultan and killed him; afterward,
Saladin’s Muslim guards rushed the king but Richard decapitated thousands of them with his
battle axe. Note the crown and “three lions” crest on his shield.

11. Coin, S.alāh. al-Dīn. The Ayyubid sultan Saladin enthroned and holding what appears to be an
orb. This coin was contemporary to his rule, probably minted in 1190 in southeastern Asia Minor
(Mayafarikin). Saladin had money problems for nearly his entire reign, as he tended to distribute
or spend the sums he acquired rather quickly, rather than hoarding them.

12. Saladin captures the Holy Cross, from Matthew Paris’ Chronica maiora. Saladin captured the
purported piece of the True Cross at the Battle of Hattin on 4 July 1187. It had been acquired by
crusaders after the conclusion of the First Crusade, and it accompanied Guy of Lusignan during
the disaster at the Horns. The return of the cross to Christian hands was negotiated following the
fall of Acre in 1191, but Saladin eventually balked at the surrender terms and decided to retain it.

