
abortion 372, 373 n6
Abradatas (Cyropaedia) 116
absent oaths 66, 67, 75, 219‒21
abstinence, oaths of 161‒2, 177‒8

see also celibacy, oaths of
Achilles

absent oaths 66, 219‒21
oaths denied 66
oaths sworn by 10, 26 n76, 29 n90, 

61‒2, 64, 81, 82, 88, 130, 139, 143, 
213‒21, 325 n56

self-curses of 35
and the suitors’ oath 51‒2, 61‒2, 89

Acropolis, as ritual location for oaths 74, 
137 n16, 138, 322

Admetus 35
Adrastus, king of Argos 53‒4, 60, 136 n16, 

149
Aegeus and Medea 2‒3, 24, 25, 26, 28, 29, 

84, 166, 167
Aegisthus 9 n14, 82‒3, 176, 296
Aeneas 202
Aeschines of Sphettus 326, 329
Aeschines (orator) 39, 80, 236, 348‒9, 363, 

368
Aeschylus 111, 204, 209, 292
Aether invoked 121, 122, 291
aetiological oaths 48‒59
Aetolian oaths 21 n56
Agamemnon 50‒3, 56, 64, 108‒9

and Achilles 10, 26 n76, 52, 61‒2, 81, 
139, 213‒16

murder of 15 n38, 120, 290
oaths sworn by 10, 26 n76, 50‒1, 65, 

112 n125, 139, 144, 153‒4, 201, 215, 
216 n8, 216 n9

oaths with Menelaus 63, 124‒5
Agetus of Sparta 251#14, 273‒4, 276 n87
Aglaurus as oath witness 113, 114, 318, 321

agora (Athenian), oaths taken in 137
Agyrrhius (politician) 74 n24
Aigilia deme, Attica 330 n86
Air, oaths invoking 121, 318 n21, 334, 339
Ajax 51, 66, 89, 105, 106‒9
alastores (spirits of vengeance) 134, 296
Alazir of Barca 270‒1
Alcaeus 312‒13, 359 n61
Alcestis 35
Alcibiades 129, 310 n45, 319 n31
Alexander the Great 254t#31, 263‒5, 280
Algea (sufferings), oaths invoking 115
all the gods (and goddesses), invoking 45, 

84, 122, 206, 216 n9, 229, 239, 257, 
280, 291‒2, 362, 364
sanctity of 77, 132‒3, 375‒6

alliances between states 20 n49, 132, 147, 
162‒4, 304
Athens and Argos (in tragedy) 14, 60, 

136‒7, 139, 149‒50, 161
Athens and Argos (political reality) 14 

n35, 150, 163
almond trees as oath witnesses 128, 

129‒30, 318 n21
Alopeke deme, Athens 319 n26, 319 n30, 

328‒30
altars, swearing at 22, 72, 133, 136, 137, 

138, 141, 157
Althaea 9
Amasis (Persian general) 251t#16, 270, 272, 

277, 277#16, 280
ambiguity in oaths 26, 63, 86‒7, 88, 90‒4, 

106‒7, 109, 186, 203, 381
see also duplicitous oaths; false oaths; 

sidestepping of oaths
Amestris (wife of Xerxes) 273
Ammon, oaths invoking 319, 320
Amphiaraus the seer 53‒4, 55, 57, 352, 353 

n30, 355

Subject index
Note: References to ancient texts or authors indicate passages where those texts or authors 
are discussed generally; see the Index Locorum for references to passages where the works are 
cited. ‘t’ indicates that the reference is in a table and ‘#’ denotes the reference’s row within the 
table.
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Amphictyonic League 13, 14 n29, 37 n118
Amphion and Zethus, oaths invoking 80 

n17, 318 n18, 319 n32, 320
Amphipolis 260
Amyntor 10
Anaximenes of Lampsacus 230, 231, 

254t#30, 277, 280, 311
ancestors as oath witnesses 124‒8
Andanian mysteries 159
Andocides 234
Androcleides (Against Olympiodorus) 70, 72
Andromache 136 n15, 181, 183t#7
animals as oath sacrifices 3, 21‒2, 33, 45 

n141, 138‒42, 154, 160‒1, 292
burning of 45 n141, 139, 160
contact of oath-takers with 3, 22, 43 

n134
and perjury 21‒2, 154
and women 160‒2
see also individual animals

Antenor 56
Anthesteria festival 157‒8, 161
antidosis 166
Antigone (Antigone) 101, 102, 103, 104, 

125‒6
Antigone (in Hypereides) 167‒9
Antigonus Gonatas 273 n75
Antigonus the One-Eyed 247‒8
Antilochus 63, 143
Antisthenes 348, 367
antōmosiai 40 n127, 141‒2
Anubis 123
Apaturia 13 n26, 172
Aphobus (Demosthenes 27-30) 41, 170‒1
aphrodisios horkos (lover’s oath) 301‒2

see also lovers’ oaths
Aphrodite 8 n9, 57, 114, 137, 159‒60, 285, 

291, 294, 318, 321, 324, 346
Aphrodite Pandamos 159‒60
Aphrodite Paphia 33 n102
(a)pistos ((un)trustworthy) 68, 224 n20, 

225, 226
Apollo 136, 199‒200, 285‒7, 374

Delphinium, women’s oaths in 171‒4
oaths invoking 13, 77, 208, 209, 297, 

318, 319, 320, 321, 322, 325 n56, 
339, 341 n118, 346, 378

oaths sworn by 126, 200, 202, 203, 
204

oracle of 364, 374
temple at Delphi 136, 137, 149, 150, 

152
Apollo delphinios 208
Apollo epibatērios 208
Apollo Iatros (Healer) 77, 374‒5
Apollo Paian (Healer) 33 n102, 374‒5, 388
Apollo Pythios 33 n102
Apollodorus (son of Pasion) 235 n10, 316 

n8, 349
Apollonides (doctor at Persian court) 376
Arai (curses) 8, 15, 27 n80
arbitrators’ oaths 73 n22, 137, 138
Arcadians 81, 261 n42
Arcesilaus of Cyrene 270‒1
Archedemus 210
Archetimus 268
Archidamus 313 n53
Archilochus 127, 354 n39, 359 n61
archons’ oaths 21 n55, 38 n121, 39 n123, 

137, 138, 141
Ardettus 312 n50
Areopagus as setting for oaths 136
Areopagus Council 15‒16, 18 n45, 37, 38 

n119, 40, 91, 286, 381
see also dicasts’ oath

Ares
absent from comedy and informal 

oaths 320, 327
oaths invoking 28 n85, 60, 83, 113, 

120
Arginusae, battle of 208, 210
Argonauts’ oath 179
Argos

alliance with Athens (political 
reality) 14 n35, 150, 163

alliance with Athens (tragedy) 14, 60, 
136‒7, 139, 149‒50, 161

alliance with Thebes (Phoenician 
Women) 147

Argive Alliance 160
and Spartans 252t#19, 259‒60

Ariadne 163‒4
Aristaenetus 329
Aristagoras of Tenedos 355
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Aristarchus (Against Meidias) 146
Aristeides (son of Lysimachus) 329
Aristocrates of Arcadia 299
Ariston (Against Conon) 44‒6, 84, 377, 391
Ariston, king of Sparta 174‒5, 251t#14, 

273‒4, 276
Aristophanes

authorial voice 348, 358‒9
Clouds and informal oaths 331‒47
Frogs, divine oaths in 207‒10
oath statistics 392
parodies Euripides 246, 291
and the “Sophoclean oath” 109‒11
swears oath 135, 147

Aristophon 312 n50
Aristoteles (Battus) 275
Aristotle’s authorial oath 367‒8
arrows as oath guarantors 126
Artaxerxes III of Persia 283
Artaynte (mistress of Xerxes) 273
Artemis

and Hippolytus 247, 289, 291, 294
oaths invoking 13, 28, 29 n87, 76, 

87‒8, 134‒5, 178, 318, 321, 346
oaths sworn by 158, 198
temples of 152, 160, 164

Artemisia II of Caria 162‒3
Artemisium, battle of, oaths invoking heroes 

of 125, 326
Aryandes (Persian commander) 272
Asclepius, oaths invoking 77, 318, 374, 375
assertory oaths 1, 181, 182t‒4t, 189t‒90t, 

191, 304, 345, 347
Assyrian oaths 147
Astibarus, king of the Medes 163
Astrabacus of Sparta 175
Atē (Ruin) 55, 120, 201, 296, 324 n56
Athena

effects oaths 154, 161
importance in Athens 149, 286‒7, 329 

n82
oaths invoking 1 n3, 136, 318, 319, 

321, 322, 327, 392 n25
sanctuary at Dicaea 137‒8

Athena Areia 113
Athena Nike 33 n102, 136, 172
Athena Pallas 33 n102

Athena Polias 32 n102, 161
Athena Pronaia 13, 33 n102
Athena the Gorgon-slayer, oaths 

invoking 28 n85, 136, 172
Athenogenes (Hypereides) 167‒8, 169
Athens

Acropolis as ritual location for 
oaths 74, 137 n16, 138, 322

agora, oaths in 137
Aigilia deme 330 n86
alliance with Argos (political reality) 14 

n35, 150, 163
alliance with Argos (tragedy) 14, 60, 

136‒7, 139, 149‒50, 161
alliance with Ceos 310 n45
alliance with Crete 163‒4
Alopeke deme 319 n26, 319 n30, 

328‒30
Ardettus 312 n50
Areopagus Council 15‒16, 18 n45, 

37‒8, 40, 91, 286, 381
and Atlantis 152, 155
Diomeia deme 330
ephebic oath 21 n55, 27 n82, 39 n123, 

83 n26, 113‒14, 117, 339
Erchia deme 172, 330
Otryne deme 330
and Sparta 281, 283 n6, 305 n26, 310 

n45, 312 n51
Stoa of the Basileus 138
Tricorythus deme 330

athletes’ oaths 6‒7, 139, 210, 211 n117
athlothetai, oaths of 137, 236
Atlantis 22 n63, 137 n18, 139, 151‒2, 155
Atossa (Persian queen) 189t#6, 273
Atreus 109, 116, 124‒5
Attis (Phrygian vegetation god) 130
authorial voice in oaths 348‒71

orators 348‒9
poetry 348, 349‒60
prose texts 348, 360‒8

Autolycus 51 n11, 203, 229 n36, 256‒8
Auxo as oath witness 113

Babylonian oath-challenges 245 n18
Bacchylides 85, 348, 350 n13, 355‒7, 

368‒9
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Badres (Persian fleet commander) 272
Bagoas of Persia 283
Barca 251t#16, 270‒2, 276
Barley as oath witness 113, 117
basanos (torture) 166, 180 n44, 185
Basilinna 157‒8, 159, 161
Battus of Cyrene 271, 275
Better Argument (Clouds) 341‒2
binding power of oaths 281‒94, 331‒47, 

381
birds and oaths 120‒1, 205‒6, 318 n21, 

324 n54
blank-cheque oaths 273‒6

see also blind oaths
Blepyrus 325, 342 n121
blessings in oaths 12‒15, 17‒18, 38, 39 

n125, 45‒6, 84‒5, 351, 359, 376‒7
blind oaths 53‒4, 90, 174, 273 n74, 274

Heracles and Hyllus 25‒7, 93‒5, 102, 
105, 145, 199, 343

Hippolytus’ blind oath to Phaedra’s 
nurse 166‒7, 189t#9, 192‒3, 
246‒7, 273 n75, 289‒94

see also blank-cheque oaths
blood rituals surrounding oaths 21‒2, 132, 

142, 152, 340 n114
as analogy for wine 11, 60, 147‒8, 

161‒2, 176
boars as oath sacrifices 40, 139, 140
Boeotian oaths 81, 249t#5, 259, 315
Boeotus 173, 236, 385, 386 n11
boundaries as oath witnesses 113
Breath, as oath witness 121, 339
Briseis 62, 201, 215
broken oaths 50, 55‒8, 168 n22, 243‒4, 

247, 297‒8, 306
see also perjury

bulls as oath sacrifices 22 n62, 40, 60, 122 
n63, 139, 140, 142, 152, 340 n114

business oaths 67‒75, 304 n24
Byzantium 235

cabbages as oath witnesses 112, 128‒30, 
131, 318 n21, 319 n36

Cadmilus as oath witness 319
Cadmus 83 n24
Calchas 64, 81, 213, 325 n56

Callias (On the Mysteries) 22 n64, 133
Callias (Xenophon’s Symposium) 327‒9
Callicles (Against Callicles) 171
Callicles (Gorgias) 319 n32
Callicles (Rhetorica ad Alexandrum) 230‒2
Callimedon (politician) 32 n98
Callipolis 260
Callippus (Against Olympiodorus) 70 n18, 

71
Callistratus 69‒72
Calonice (Lysistrata) 142
Calypso 118, 197, 203, 240
Cannae, battle of 278
Capaneus (Suppliant Women) 92 n53, 298, 

307
capturing the commander 262‒5
Caria and Phaselis 162‒3
Carian womens’ oaths 177
Carion (Wealth) 200‒1
Carthage 261 n45, 278
Cassandra 204
Castor and Pollux (Twin Gods), oaths 

invoking 80 n17, 318, 319, 321, 322
Castor (sailors’ patron) 58, 297, 318
castration and tomia 141‒2
celibacy, oaths of 158‒9, 161‒2, 177‒8
Ceos 310 n45
Cephale, altar of Aphrodite 137
Cerasus 361
Chaos, as oath witness 121, 339
Chariades (On the Estate of 

Nicostratus) 234‒5
Charminus of Sparta 363
chastity oaths 158‒9, 198
Cheirisophus (commander of Ten 

Thousand) 364
cherry wood 126‒7
Chios 251t#13, 267, 269, 300
choregos’ oath in Icaria 135‒6
Chorus, oaths sworn by 25 n73, 31, 32, 89, 

178, 181, 182t#6, 183t#10, 186, 241 n6, 
247 n27, 290, 297, 327 n65, 387, 388

Chremes 346
Chremylus 206
Chryseis 64, 213
Chrysothemis (Electra) 82 n23, 87, 324 n56
Cicero 246 n24
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Cinesias 111
Circe 61 n2, 64, 203
citizenship oaths 20 n49, 113‒14, 117, 148, 

163, 172‒5
Cittus 74
City Dionysia 135, 236 n19, 340, 359
cleavers as oath witnesses 120
Cleinias (The Laws) 374, 388
Cleitorians 258
Cleobule (Demosthenes’ mother) 42, 170
Cleomenes, king of Sparta 174, 197, 

251t#15, 252t#19, 259‒60, 264
Cleon/Paphlagon (Knights) see Paphlagon/

Cleon (Knights)
Cleon (Wasps) 124, 183t#11
Clouds (Aristophanes) and informal 

oaths 331‒47
Clouds, as oath witnesses 121, 332
Clytaemestra 9 n14, 15, 29 n90, 35, 203, 

285, 290, 324 n56
oaths sworn by 15 n38, 82‒3, 87, 105, 

120, 176, 177, 204, 296, 327 n65
Colophon 20 n49
comedy

Ares and Hera absent from 327
divine oaths in 205‒7
false oaths in 302
informal oaths in 122, 137 n16, 195 

n62, 316, 318, 320‒6, 331‒47
see also Old Comedy

commander, capturing 262‒5
Comon 70
competitive oaths 33, 44‒5, 79, 119, 181, 

185, 339, 369 n82
Conon (Against Conon) 44‒6, 84, 259 n38, 

377, 391
conspiratorial oaths 162, 204
context-specifity

of divinities invoked 1 n3, 132‒6, 
208‒9, 296, 324, 334‒5, 374‒5

of location 130, 132, 134‒8, 149, 150, 
339‒42

of non-divine entities invoked 125‒31, 
325‒6

Corinthian War 234
cornelian cherry 126‒7
Corsica 300

Cos, oaths from 159‒60
Council of the Areopagus 3
counter-oaths 119, 181, 186, 242 n9
cowardice (deilia) personified 116
Cratinus (Knights) 32 n100, 111
credibility of oath-taker 67, 308, 309 n42, 

313, 381‒8, 389, 391‒2, 393
Creon, King

Antigone 90, 103‒6
Medea 2‒3
Oedipus at Colonus 100‒1
Oedipus the King 30‒1, 79, 88‒9, 

386‒7
Phoenician Women 83, 125‒6

Cretan Beggar’s oaths (Odysseus) 147‒8, 
188t#1, 188t#2, 188t#4, 191, 222‒9, 
247 n28

Crete, alliance with Athens 163‒4
Creusa (Ion) 28 n85, 82 n23, 136, 172, 

189t#10
Crito (Apology) 329 n78
Critobulus (son of Crito) 329 n78
Cronos 10 n15, 207
Cunaxa, battle of 139, 140, 142
curse-tablets 14 n29, 15 n38, 33 n103
curses see Arai (curses); self-curses
Cyaxares (Astibarus?) 163
Cyclops 26 n75, 34, 79, 118, 211
Cyclops (Euripides) 240‒58
Cycnus 52
Cydias 254t#32, 268, 277
Cyrene 20 n49, 22, 148, 163, 253t#25, 271, 

272, 276, 319 n27, 320
Cyrnus (friend of Theognis) 358
Cyrus 144, 147, 175‒6, 243

Daedalus 290
daimones 15 n36, 133, 196 n68, 203, 204
Danaë 211
darkness (skotos), oaths invoking 116
deceptive oaths see duplicitous oaths
decline of the oath 308 n40, 381‒93
definite articles 80 n16, 315 n2, 335‒6
Deianeira 9 n14, 25 n73, 58 n32, 90, 91 

n44, 92, 93‒4, 249t#2, 257
deilia (cowardice) personified 116
Deinarchus 236
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Delian League oath 22 n66, 148
Delphi

oaths at 20 n49, 83‒4
oracle at 244, 312 n51, 374, 380
temple of Apollo 136, 137, 149, 150, 152

Delphinium, women’s oaths in 171‒4
Demaratus of Sparta 3‒4, 22 n62, 174‒5, 

276
deme membership oaths 44 n135, 138, 172
Demeter

informal oaths invoking 318, 319, 321, 
322, 323 n52, 331 n92, 339

oaths invoking 38, 80 n17, 159, 209, 
286 n11, 297, 327, 339

oaths sworn by 196, 202, 204
temples 136 n16, 137 n16

Demetrius Poliorcetes 247‒8, 255t#35, 276, 
277

Democedes (doctor to Atossa) 189t#6, 273
Demonicus (Cyprian nobleman) 387
Demophantus, oath of 13, 21 n55, 37 n118, 

281‒3, 377
Demophon 32
Demophoön (h. Dem.) 204
Demos (Knights) 32‒3, 79, 181, 183t#12
Demosthenes 80, 235, 238‒9, 316, 318, 

348‒9, 363, 368
Demosthenes (slave in Knights) 181, 

183t#11
Dercylidas of Sparta 253t#26, 263, 264
dexiōsis see handclasping
Dicaea 83 n26, 137‒8, 282 n5, 377
Dicaeogenes III 73
Dicaeopolis 35‒6
dicasts’ oath 2 n7, 14, 15‒17, 37‒9, 83 n26, 

138, 165, 286, 297, 340 n113, 376‒7
dikē 12, 14, 15, 104 n92
Dikē (Justice), oaths invoking 120, 296, 324 

n56
Diocles of Megara, oaths invoking 318, 320
Diodotus (Against Diogeiton) 42, 170, 311
Diodotus (Antiphon 6) 311, 382, 383
Diogeiton 42, 138, 170
Diomedes 49 n7, 63, 64, 96, 97
Diomeia deme, Athens 330

diomnumi (I solemnly swear) 91, 94, 96
see also omnumi (I swear)

diōmosiai 21 n55, 39, 40, 40 n128, 91 n47, 
140

Dion (Plato) 367
Dionysius (poet) 32
Dionysus 34, 54 n22, 202, 207‒8, 210, 246 

n22, 292, 321, 327 n66, 340
oaths invoking 135‒6, 159, 302, 318, 

319, 321, 324 n56, 340‒1, 342, 
343, 359

oaths sworn by 34, 78, 110, 190#11, 
190#12, 192, 205, 207‒10, 324, 341 
n118, 346

oaths sworn to 138, 183#13, 335
sanctuaries of 157, 179
“Sophoclean oath” of 110‒11

Dioxippus (Hypereides) 167, 169
divination see sacrificial ritual and oaths
divine oaths 195‒212
divine perjury 148, 196‒7, 242
divine punishment for perjury 38‒9, 

295‒303, 312‒14
divorce and oaths 135, 164
dogs as oath witnesses 121, 122‒4, 130, 

131, 318 n21, 319
Dolon, oath with Hector 64, 112 n125, 144, 

216 n9
doxa (reputation), importance of 377
Drys (at Priene) 116
duplicitous oaths 88, 93‒4, 144 n54, 198, 

201, 240, 256‒8, 279‒80
see also ambiguity in oaths; false 

oaths; sidestepping of oaths

Earth (Gaia/Ge), oaths invoking 2, 28, 29 
n90, 120, 143, 153, 197, 200, 291, 318, 
321, 322, 339, 356, 357

earth, touching during oaths 4, 9, 10 n15, 
85, 112, 117, 143, 144, 356, 357

Egyptian practices 148
Eideshorte 1 n4, 76, 80, 111‒31
Eikadeus koine 20 n49
ekklēsia curse 377 n29
Elea (Hyele) 300
Electra 9 n14, 82 n23, 87, 88 n36, 105
Eleusinian Mysteries 39
Eleusis 136 n16, 149, 150‒1
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emphasis in oaths 133 n4, 147, 215‒16, 217, 
221, 224 n22

Empusa 138, 183t#13, 335
enemies, oaths between 65‒6, 89, 98‒9

see also friendship
enemy capture 262‒5
Enyalios as oath witness 113
Enyo 60, 113, 120
Epeian oaths 21 n56
ephebic oath 21 n55, 27 n82, 39 n123, 83 

n26, 113‒14, 117, 339
Ephesus, inscriptions from 139
Epicrates (Hypereides) 167‒8, 169
Epicurus (son of Paches) 262
Epidaurus 375
epinician poetry 349‒57
epiorkia 301 n16, 304 n25
epithets, significance of divine 28 n85, 

336‒8, 349
Eratosthenes (Lysias 1) 165‒6, 193‒4
Erchia deme, Athens 172, 330
Erinyes 6, 7, 8‒19, 27 n79, 37‒8, 101, 204, 

285‒7, 306 n29
Medea as Erinys 26, 28 n84, 297, 308
oaths invoking 120, 296, 324 n56

Eriphyle 53, 54, 58, 353 n30
Eris (Strife) 115 n141, 295
Erythraeans 267
Etearchus of Crete 271, 274, 275
Eteocles (Phoenician Women) 65, 92 n53, 

147, 299, 307
ethnicity-markers in oaths 80‒1, 104, 320, 

363
Etruscans 300
Eubotas of Cyrene 253t#25, 266‒7, 268
Eucleides (seer) 363
Eumaeus 128, 148, 188t#2, 191, 224‒6, 

(228), 229
Eumenes of Cardia 255t#34
Eumenides see Erinyes
euorkia 303
Euphiletus (Isaeus) 137, 172, 193‒4
Euphiletus (Lysias 1) 165‒7, 169
Euripides

in Aristophanes 110‒11, 122, 207, 209, 
246, 291‒2

engages with Aeschylean corpus 151

Hippolytus 612 110, 166‒7, 246, 
289‒94, 304, 347

Euripides (contemporary of Ephippus) 32
Eurycleia 177‒8, 181, 182#3, 193, 194
Eurylochus 64, 297‒8
Eurystheus 54, 57, 201
Eurytus (Trachiniae) 91, 94, 182t#5
Eustathius 247 n28
euthanasia 372, 373 n6
euthynoi 20 n49
Euxitheus (Against Eubolides) 43
Euxitheus (Antiphon 5) 382‒3
exaggerated statements 44, 106, 302, 346
exōleia 8 n10, 11, 42
exōmosiai (oaths of excusal) 43, 43 n134, 

115 n139, 139, 141‒2, 230, 231, 297, 392
explicit self-curses 19‒44

in drama 24‒36
in the law-courts 37‒47

False Merchant (Philoctetes) 96‒7
false oaths 9 n12, 10, 134, 182t#4, 187, 

228‒9, 240‒3, 244‒5, 247‒8, 254t#32, 
255t#33, 256, 268, 295, 301‒2, 303‒4, 
308, 310, 344, 346‒7, 358, 370, 377, 
381, 384‒5, 387, 390‒1
see also ambiguity in oaths; perjury; 

sidestepping of oaths
fear of divine 6‒7, 15‒16, 27‒8, 37, 42 n132, 

305, 311
Figs as oath witnesses 113, 117
fire and oaths 22 n63, 45 n141, 139, 148, 

152, 160
Fire swears oath 204
First Messenian War 299
fish as oath witnesses 118, 240
Force 196
forgiveness of perjury 301‒4
fourth century, oaths in 308 n40, 391‒3
friendship

broken by perjury 145, 305‒7, 313, 359 
n61, 363

dissolved by oaths 144 n54
distrust indicated by oaths 60, 145
established by oaths 60, 66, 164, 

305‒10
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oaths not required between 
friends 62‒3, 66, 98, 102, 144‒5, 
275

restored by oaths 63, 66, 99
symbols of 98, 99, 127‒8, 144‒7, 163, 

365
Friendship (philia) as oath witness 116
Frogs 207‒10

Gadatas 144
Gaia/Ge (Earth), oaths invoking see Earth 

(Gaia/Ge), oaths invoking
geese as oath witnesses 121, 123
gender and oaths 14 n32, 24 n72, 320‒4, 

327, 375
genitals as tomia 140‒1
Gerarai oath 136, 157‒9, 161, 179
gestures accompanying oaths 132, 137 n16, 

143‒7, 340‒1
see also earth, touching during oaths

Glauce (Medea) 25 n73
Glaucus (Iliad) 63
Glaucus the Spartan (Herodotus) 11, 244‒5, 

247, 248, 276 n87, 281, 312 n51
Glykera (hetaira) 392 n25
Gobryas (Assyrian) 147
gods

“by all the” see all the gods (and 
goddesses), invoking

great oath of the gods (megas 
horkos) 9 n12, 196, 197, 204

oaths of the 195‒212
perjury among the 148, 196‒7, 242

Gorgias (Dyskolos) 393 n28
Gorgias (teacher of Isocrates) 230 n2
Gorgon-slayer (Athena), oaths invoking 28 

n85, 136, 172
Gortyn 20 n49, 135, 160, 164‒5, 169, 

182#2, 182t#1, 185‒6
Graces, the, oaths invoking 318, 321, 324
great oath of the gods (megas horkos) 9 

n12, 196, 197, 204
Guard (Antigone) 90, 103‒6
guilt, inherited 10‒11

Hades (Pluto), oaths sworn by 205, 207, 
208, 210

Hades (Underworld) 28 n85, 34, 110, 208, 
292, 303, 338 n112, 347 n129
divinities and spirits of 11 n18, 117, 

134, 296
Haemon 104, 106
Hagesias of Syracuse 352, 355
Hagesidamus of Western Locri 353
Hagnon of Athens 252t#20, 260, 261, 266
handclasping (dexiōsis)

sanctifying gesture 29 n87, 49, 132, 
343, 365 see also pledges and 
oaths

signifying friendship 63, 98, 99, 102, 
144‒7, 163, 365

Hannibal, oath with Romans 278
Harmonia, necklace of 53, 58
Harpagus 300‒1
head of Zeus in divine oaths 126, 198‒9, 

248
head, touching during oaths 143
heaven, raising hands/objects to 132, 144, 

197
Heaven (Uranus) 10 n15, 122 n160, 197, 318, 

321
Hecate, oaths invoking 133‒4, 318
Hector

body of 217‒21
oaths proposed by 55, 65, 66, 217‒18
oaths sworn by 64, 112 n125, 144, 216 

n8, 216 n9, 225 n22, 301 n16
Hedone, as oath witness 114
Hegemone as oath witness 113
Helen of Troy 79‒80, 233

oaths sworn by 178, 189t#8, 198
suitors’ oath 49‒51, 57, 58, 61, 89, 

106, 109, 145‒6, 299
Helenus (Trojan seer) 52‒3, 96
Heliaia court 16 n39
heliastic oath see dicasts’ oath
Helios (Sun)

island of 64, 297‒8
oaths invoking 2, 28, 30 n90, 31, 84, 

144, 153, 166, 175, 203, 318, 321
Hellenistic period, oaths in 157, 159, 277, 

315 n2, 321 n41, 393
Hephaestus 202, 318, 321
Hera 58 n32, 288, 313, 329 n82, 330
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effects broken Trojan oath 56, 154
elicits oaths 54‒5, 58, 196‒7, 201
marriage bed with Zeus, oaths 

invoking 198
oaths invoking 285, 319, 321, 326‒30
oaths sworn by 144, 197, 198, 199, 

201‒2, 249t#3, 257, 277#3
oaths sworn to 202

Hera Teleia 285
Heracleides of Maroneia 362, 367
Heracles 35, 54‒5, 58 n32, 100, 149‒51, 

201, 208, 292, 298, 320
in ephebic oath 27 n82, 113, 114
Hyllus, oath with 25‒7, 93, 94‒5, 102, 

105, 145, 199, 343
oaths invoking 27 n82, 133 n4, 318, 

319, 320, 321
oaths sworn by 91‒2, 94, 97, 139, 

182t#5
oaths sworn to 205‒6

heralds in oath rituals 65, 90, 153, 158, 219 
n13, 353

Hermes 203, 220 n15, 223
oaths invoking 68, 119, 126, 129 n38, 

138, 209, 259 n38, 309, 318, 321, 
325, 338, 340‒1, 342, 358

oaths sworn by 126, 199‒201, 248, 
249t#1, 256, 277#1

Hermes Agoraios 22 n102, 338
Hermione (Andromache) 327 n65
Hermogenes (Xenophon’s 

Symposium) 327‒8
Herodotus 23, 80 n18, 318, 348, 370‒1
heroes as oath witnesses 124‒8, 320, 326
Hesiod 348, 369‒70
Hesione (daughter of Laomedon) 298
Hestia

oaths invoking 113, 318, 320 n40, 324 
n56, 327 n66

oaths sworn by 143, 158, 198
hetairai 168‒9, 174, 381 n2, 392 n25
Hieron of Syracuse 356
Hippias 262
Hippocratic corpus 373
Hippocratic Oath 21 n58, 76 n2, 77, 133, 359 

n63, 372‒80
Hippodameia 89 n43, 305 n29

Hippolytus 31, 79, 84, 135, 166
blind oath to Phaedra’s nurse 166‒7, 

189t#9, 192‒3, 246‒7, 273 n75, 
289‒94

other oaths sworn by 5 n12, 26 n75, 28 
n85, 31, 291, 386‒7

Hippolytus 612 (Euripides) 110, 166‒7, 246, 
289‒94, 304, 347

history and oaths 21, 317
Homer

Achilles: case study 213‒21
authorial voice in 348, 352, 369
oath sacrifices 153
oaths, language of 80, 88, 141, 197
Odysseus: case study 222‒9

homicide trials 377
oaths in 3, 14, 18, 21 n55, 37, 43, 91, 

138, 140, 154 n90, 165, 287 n15, 
381, 382‒4

perjury in 311‒12
self-curses in 39‒41
see also law-courts, oaths in

Hoopoe (Birds) 325
horkia 141, 177 n37, 215 n7, 218
horkos 84, 160, 162, 166, 215 n7

megas horkos (great oath of the 
gods) 9 n12, 196, 197, 204

Horkos (Oath) 8‒19, 39, 103, 244, 246 n20, 
287 n15, 295, 297, 301, 355 n44

horses as oath sacrifices 139, 141
Hyele (Elea) 300
Hygiaenon 166, 246, 293‒4
Hygieia (Health), oaths invoking 77, 374, 

375
Hyllus 9 n14, 25, 25 n73, 26‒7, 93

oath with Heracles 29 n87, 102, 105, 
145, 199, 343

Hypereides 317t
Hypnos (Sleep) 143, 144, 196‒7, 198, 201, 

204, 257
Hyrcanian oaths 147
Hystaspas 144

iambus, oaths in 81, 112, 128‒30, 305‒6, 
310, 315, 316, 319, 377

Icaria, choregos’ oath in 135‒6
Idaeus 65, 112 n125, 122 n125, 144, 216 n9
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idiotes see ephebic oath
Idomeneus 49 n7, 56
imaginary objections in oratory 233‒5, 349 

n4
imprecation oaths see self-curses
increasing sanctity of oaths 132‒55
Indian mercenaries and Alexander the 

Great 263‒5
informal oaths 30, 81, 82, 205, 241 n6, 

315‒47
Aphrodite invoked 324
in Aristophanes’ Clouds 331‒47
binding nature 331‒47
in comedy 30, 122, 137 n16, 138, 195 

n62, 205‒7, 302 n19, 304 n24, 315 
n2, 316, 318, 320‒4, 331‒47

conversational nature 318, 331
elegy and iambus 316, 357‒9
ethnicity markers 320‒1, 328‒30
gender in 320‒4
gods invoked 318‒21, 324
Hera invoked 326‒30
in historical texts 316
language of 87, 315, 319 n34, 326‒30, 

334‒9
in law-court speeches 232, 316‒17, 

318, 319, 336, 348‒9
in lyric poetry 316, 357‒9
non-divine entities in 325‒6
in philosophical texts 316
in satyr-drama 316, 319
slaves and 195
Zeus invoked 133, 201, 205‒6, 207, 

208, 296, 318, 320, 322, 334‒8
inheritance disputes 41‒2, 69, 72, 170‒1, 

172‒5
inherited guilt 10‒11
Inlaw (Thesmophoriazusae) 122, 291‒2, 

322‒3, 346
inscribed oaths 20, 26 n77, 132, 149‒52, 

310 n45
interstate alliances see alliances between 

states
Io 288
Iocasta 31 n95, 88
Iolaus, oaths invoking 320
Iole (Trachiniae) 25, 90‒1, 92, 93‒5

Ion 136, 172
Iophon 110
Iphiclus 250t#10, 267, 269, 277#10
Iphigeneia 24, 25, 27 n80, 28, 29 n87, 35, 

50, 51, 62, 135, 178, 181
Iphitus 92 n53
Iris 203, 205, 324 n54
iron-lumps sunk 22, 132, 148‒9, 301
irony in oaths 232‒3, 236, 237, 302, 346
Isadas of Sparta 267 n58
Isaeus 234‒5, 236, 239, 318
Ismene 101
Isocrates 230 n2, 234 n9, 316t, 349, 387‒8
ittō oaths 81, 315, 320

Jason (Medea)
curses by 25 n73
oaths by 26, 133, 308 n38
as perjurer 26, 28 n84, 92 n53, 133‒4, 

241, 289, 296‒7, 307‒8, 310, 313
javelins as oath witnesses 126
Jocasta 88
Jupiter (Zeus) 273 n75

see also Zeus
Justice (Dikē), oaths invoking 120, 296, 324 

n56

Kallippides (Dyskolos) 393 n28
kestrels as oath witnesses 121, 318 n21
kings as oath witnesses 124‒8
Knemon (Dyskolos) 393 n28
knives in oath rituals 60, 139, 149, 151, 153
Knossos 164
Kore (Persephone) as oath witness 80 n17, 

318, 320, 321, 322, 323 n52
Kotyto 130

Laches 32
Lachesis 144, 197, 352 n28
Lacrates of Thebes 283
Lais (courtesan of Eubotas) 266‒7
Lamachus 125
Lampon (Birds) 121, 123
language of oaths 76‒85, 199‒200, 315

Achilles’ 214‒21
definite articles with divinity 315 n2, 

335‒6
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ethnicity-markers 80‒1, 104, 320‒1, 
328‒30, 363

exploited by Pindar 354‒5
and gender 321 n42, 323
see also ambiguity in oaths; duplicitous 

oaths; sidestepping of oaths; 
“Sophoclean oaths”

Laomedon (king of Troy) 155, 298
Lasus of Hermione 251t#17, 251t#18
law-courts

perjury considered 311‒12
self-curses in 37‒47, 80

law-courts, oaths in 382, 391
dicasts’ oath 2 n7, 14, 15‒17, 37‒9, 83 

n26, 138, 165, 286, 297, 340 n113, 
376‒7

in Magnesia 388‒91
witnesses’ oaths 21 n55, 41, 43‒4, 137, 

138, 139, 230‒1
women 156, 164‒5
see also homicide trials, oaths in

Lemnos 179
Leochares (On the Estate of 

Dicaeogenes) 73
Leotychidas of Sparta 174, 244, 245, 276, 

276 n87, 281
Leto, oaths of 13, 197
Leucippus of Sparta 250t#11, 260, 261, 280
libations 132, 147‒8

of Stygian water 148, 196
wine and 22, 61, 114 n131, 132, 146‒7, 

152, 153‒4, 163
Libyan oaths 144
Lichas (Trachiniae) 25 n73, 90‒4, 97, 

182t#5, 249t#2, 257, 277, 277#2, 280, 
298‒9, 307

Liparion of Ceos 356 n50
lithos (altar) see altars, swearing at
location of oaths, significance 130, 132, 

134‒8, 339‒42
location of rituals associated with 

oaths 149, 150
Locrian oaths 163, 250t#12, 268‒9, 277, 

280
Love (philia) as oath witness 116
lovers’ oaths 167, 168 n22, 169, 287‒9, 

345‒6, 357

Lycambes 127, 306, 313 n53, 359 n61
Lycon (Xenophon’s Symposium) 327, 328‒9
Lycophron (Hypereides) 167
Lycurgus 349t#6, 366
Lydian oaths 142 n43
Lysias 234
Lysimache (priestess of Athena Polias) 161
Lysimachus (Laches) 327‒8, 329
Lysistrata 84, 128, 340, 346
Lysistrata, representing women’s 

oaths 161‒2
Lyssa (madness personified) 203

ma oaths 80‒2, 87‒8, 115, 315, 324 n56, 
326‒7
see also nai ma oaths; ou ma oaths

ma ton Dia oaths 335‒6, 366, 367
magic, sympathetic 148‒9, 151
Magnesia (Platonic) 137, 243 n12, 374, 375, 

388‒91
Mania (mother-in-law of Meidias) 265
Mantias of Thoricus (Against 

Boeotus) 173‒4, 197, 236, 385, 386 
n12

Mantitheus (Against Boeotus) 173, 197, 236, 
385, 386 n11

Marathon
battle of, oaths invoking 115, 125, 318 

n21, 326
temple at 137

market-place and oaths 12 n24, 243 n12, 
389, 390‒1

marriage bed of Zeus and Hera, oaths 
invoking 198

marriage rituals 54, 220
Massagetae tribe 175
Mausolus of Caria 162‒3
Medea

and Jason’s perjury 25 n73, 26, 28 
n84, 133, 134, 289, 297 n5, 307‒8, 
310

oath with Aegeus 2‒3, 24, 25, 26, 28, 
29, 84, 166, 167

oaths sworn by 82 n23, 133‒4, 166
Median oaths 142 n43, 163
Megarian oaths 81 n19, 320
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megas horkos (great oath of the gods) 9 
n12, 196, 197, 204

Megilus (The Laws) 388
Meidias (Against Meidias) 146
Meidias of Scepsis 263
Melanippe 122
Meleager (son of Althaea) 9
Menecles 72‒3
Menelaus

oath-challenge to Antilochus 63, 143
oaths sworn by 63, 124‒5
and Paris 55, 57, 65‒6, 147, 154, 233
and the suitors’ oath 50, 51, 89, 

108‒9, 146
Menoeceus 28 n85, 82, 82 n23, 83
Messene, sacred oath from 159
Messenger (Trachiniae) 90‒1, 94
Messenian oath 163
Metaneira (Homeric Hymn to Demeter) 202
Miletus, oaths from 159‒60, 177
Miltiades, oaths sworn by 115, 325
Milyas (Against Aphobus III) 42
Mist, oaths invoking 121, 334
Mithras, oaths invoking 319, 320
Mithridates (Demetrius) 247‒8, 276
Mnesiptolemus (On the Estate of 

Dicaeogenes) 73
Molossian self-curse 23 n67
Moschion (Against Olympiodorus) 71
Moschion (Samia) 392‒3
mothers’ oaths 156, 169‒71, 175‒7
multiple sanctifying features 146‒55, 241, 

338‒9, 349
Myrrhine (Lysistrata) 346
Myrsilus of Lesbos 359 n61
Myrtilus 89 n43, 305 n29
mythological oaths 48‒59

nai ma Dia oaths 324 n54, 329 n80, 335‒6, 
358, 365

nai ma oaths 80, 215, 216, 217, 221, 297, 
315, 335, 355

narrative and oaths 224, 369
Nasamones (Libyan tribe) 144
Naupactus 163
nē Dia oaths 234‒9, 316 n6, 318 n15, 

335‒6, 367‒8

nē oaths 80, 87 n34, 315, 324 n56
Near Eastern practices 148, 245, 313 n52

see also Persian oaths; Phoenician 
oaths

Nectanebos II of Egypt 283
negative oaths 80, 329 n80
Neoptolemus 52‒3, 62‒3, 89, 95‒100, 105, 

144‒5, 181, 202, 204
Nereids as oath witnesses 118, 240
Nereus as oath witness 118, 240
Nestor 52, 61, 86 n31, 145‒6, 367
nets as oath witnesses 120, 325, 339
New Comedy 166 n18, 321 n41, 381 n2
Nicias, Peace of 283 n6, 310 n45, 345 n125
Nicias (slave in Knights) 181, 183t#11
Nicias (son of Heroscamandrus) 330 n85
Nicostratus (On the Estate of 

Nicostratus) 234‒5
Nike (Victory) 196
Nikeratos (Samia) 393 n28
Niobe 219‒20
non-divine witnesses to oaths 111‒31, 132, 

138, 319, 320, 324, 325
Nonacris 197
Notium 262
Nottingham Oath Database 156, 157, 159, 

173 n74, 179, 223 n18, 244
Nymphs, oaths invoking 318, 320 n40, 392

Oak (at Priene), oaths invoking 116
oath, definition 1‒2, 76, 140 n31
oath-challenges 14, 21 n55, 41‒4, 46, 63, 

170, 171, 172 n28, 173‒4, 197, 232, 244, 
245 n19, 343, 385

Ocean 148
Odysseus 26 n75, 61, 62, 64, 89, 178, 193, 

298, 367
curses against 25 n75, 26 n75
elicits oaths 202‒3
oaths sworn by Cretan Beggar 147‒8, 

188t#1, 188t#2, 188t#4, 191, 
222‒9, 247 n28

oaths to 61 n2, 64, 211
other oaths sworn by 51, 99, 105, 128, 

186, 222, 229, 240, 242
and the Philoctetes episode 52‒3, 

62‒3, 95‒100
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Oechalia (city of Eurytus) 91, 92
Oedipus 4 n10, 101‒3, 290‒1

and Creon 30‒1, 79, 88‒9, 386‒7
oaths sworn by 88, 89 n40, 136 n16
oaths with Theseus 90, 100‒1, 105, 

145
Oenomaus 90 n43, 306 n29
Oenussae islands 300
official oaths 297, 376

on Acropolis 74, 137 n16, 138, 322
in agora 137
archons’ oath of office 21 n55, 38 n121, 

39 n123, 137, 138, 141
Atlantis 152‒3
choregos’ oath in Icaria 135‒6
citizenship oaths 20 n49, 113‒14, 117, 

148, 163, 172‒5
deme membership oaths 44 n135, 

138, 172
Gerarai oath in Athens 136, 157‒9, 

161, 179
and oath-sacrifices 138
phratry oaths 20 n49, 21 n55, 37 n118, 

83‒4, 133, 172
reconciliation oaths 137‒8
secretaries 20 n49, 140
tagoi 20 n49, 83‒4
see also dicasts’ oath

Old Comedy 84, 111, 117, 120, 205‒7, 316, 
349
see also comedy

Olives as oath witnesses 113, 117
Olympia 6‒7, 124, 139
Olympiodorus 69‒72
Olympus, oaths invoking 104
omnumi (I swear) 2, 76‒7, 362, 363, 374

see also diomnumi (solemnly swear)
oracles 203, 207, 250t#9, 250t#10, 250t#11, 

252t#20, 260, 261, 269, 272, 287, 364, 
381 n1

oratory and rhetoric 230‒9
authorial voice in oaths 348‒9
see also law-courts, oaths in

Orchomenus 20 n49, 81 n19
Orestes 15‒17, 25, 27 n80, 116 n144, 176, 

178, 186, 204, 209, 285‒7, 324 n56, 
374 n13

oaths sworn by 1 n3, 14, 136, 150, 
189t#5, 203

seeks oath from slave 87, 187
Otryne deme, Athens 330
ou ma oaths 80‒1, 215, 216, 217, 221, 315, 

320 n38, 357
ou plus accusative 87, 104
Ouranos (Heaven) see Uranus (Heaven)

Paches of Athens 252t#23, 253t#24, 262‒3, 
264 n52, 267, 277, 277#23

Palamedes 51
Palladium 21 n55
Pamphilus (Against Boeotus) 173, 385
Pan, oaths invoking 392
Panacea, oaths invoking 77, 374, 375
Pancleon (Lysias 23) 184t#14
Pandareus 257
Pandarus 55, 57
Pandora 58 n29
Pandrosus, oaths invoking 318, 321
Pantheia (Cyropaedia) 116
Paphlagon/Cleon (Knights) 32, 78, 118‒19, 

124, 127, 181, 183t#11, 183t#12, 185, 
208, 303, 318 n21, 325, 335, 339, 345

Paphos inscription 80 n18
parental cursing 9 n14, 10 n15, 11 n17
Paris 49, 55, 57, 65=66, 147, 154, 233
Parthenopaeus (Seven Against Thebes) 92 

n53, 125, 126, 307
Pasion 73‒5
Pasiphae 290
Pasithea (Iliad) 201
paternity oaths 22 n62, 172‒5
Patroclus 62, 81, 217
Pausanias (in Symposium) 287
peace oaths see truce oaths
Peisetaerus (Birds) 121, 205‒6, 324 n54, 

339
Peitho, oaths invoking 60
Peleus 51
Pelias punished by Medea 297 n5
Peloponnesians 262
Pelops 109, 124‒5, 305 n29
Pelusium 283
Penelope 49 n7, 51, 79, 115, 148, 178, 

182t#3, 220 n15, 223, 227‒9, 247 n28
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Pericles 262
Perithous 99 n77
perjury 3, 191

Argive 150‒1
avoiding 87, 126, 199‒200, 242‒3, 

247‒8 see also ambiguity in oaths; 
duplicitous oaths; sidestepping 
of oaths

contemplation of, punished 147, 
244‒5, 246‒7, 281, 290, 291, 295 
see also Hippolytus 612

divine 148, 196‒7, 242
forgiven 301‒4
Greek reputation for 243‒4
justified 284‒6
in law-court speeches 40, 146, 311‒12
in Magnesia 137, 388‒91
Persians 146‒7
and “Sophoclean oaths” 90, 105‒6, 

109
Trojan 56‒7, 154‒5
see also false oaths

perjury, punishments for 2 n6, 295‒314
crop destruction or failure 13, 117, 141, 

148, 155, 298
death 90, 91‒2, 151, 154, 257, 299‒303
dicastic oath 376‒7
divine perjury punished 148, 196‒7, 

242
divine responses to human 

perjury 295‒303, 312‒14
ephebic oath 117
family line extinguished 13, 90, 91‒2, 

241, 244‒5, 295, 306‒7
human responses 299, 303‒14
multiple sanctifying features 

exacerbate 154‒5
sanctifying rituals represent 148‒9
by the sea 297‒8
suicide 306‒7
trust extinguished 308‒10, 312, 

313‒14
see also Erinyes

Persaeus the Stoic 315 n2
Persephone (Kore) as oath witness 80 n17, 

318, 320, 321, 322, 323 n52
Perses (brother of Hesiod) 12, 370

Persian oaths 140, 142, 146‒7, 251t#16, 
270‒2, 299‒300, 320

personification in oaths
of abstractions 114‒17, 203
of divinities 8‒19
see also Erinyes; Horkos

Persuasion 8 n9, 128
Phaedra 5 n12, 31, 79, 84, 246, 289‒91
Phaedra’s nurse 5 n12, 26, 82 n23, 166, 

189t#9, 192‒3, 273 n75, 289, 325 n59
Phaedrus 130
Phaethon 273 n75
Phalanthus of Phoenicia 250t#9, 267, 269, 

277#9
Phanus (Against Aphobus III) 41
Pharnabazus 265
Phaselis and Caria 162‒3
Pheidippides (Clouds) 302, 331, 332, 337, 

340‒1, 343, 344‒5
Pheidon of Thesprotia 226, 227
Pheretime of Cyrene 272
Philebus 114
philia (friendship) 116, 305, 306 n30, 307

see also friendship
Philia (Friendship) as oath witness 116
Philip of Macedon 44 n137, 80, 235, 238, 

239, 253t#28, 265, 305 n27, 311 n48
Philocleon (Wasps) 124, 324, 346
Philocles 137
Philoctetes 49 n7, 52‒3, 62‒3, 64‒5, 89, 

95‒100, 144‒5
Philoetius 128, 188t#4, 191‒2, 228‒9
Philotades (Aeschines 1) 44 n135
Phobos, oaths invoking 60, 120
Phocaean oaths 21 n56, 22 n66, 149, 

300‒1, 302‒3
Phoebus Apollo 273 n75

see also Apollo
Phoenician oaths 188t#3, 250t#9, 261 n45, 

267, 269
Phoenix 9‒10
phratry oaths 20 n49, 21 n55, 37 n118, 

83‒4, 133, 172
Phronime (daughter of Themison) 271, 274, 

275
Phrygian slave’s oath (Orestes) 183t#8, 

186‒7
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piglets as oath sacrifices 160‒1
Pindar 85, 348, 349‒55, 368‒9
pistis 2, 93, 99 n77, 165, 166, 167, 309 n42

see also pledges and oaths
(a)pistos ((un)trustworthy) 68, 224 n20, 

225, 226
Pittacus 312‒13, 359 n61
plane trees as oath witnesses 128, 130
Plangon (Against Boeotus) 42 n133, 173‒4, 

197, 236, 385
Plangon (Samia) 392‒3
plants as oath witnesses 112, 113, 117, 

128‒30, 131, 318 n21, 319 n36
Plataea, oath invoking heroes of 125, 326
Plataea, Oath of 13, 13 n28, 20 n49, 142, 

305 n27
Plataean perjury 252t#21, 265‒6, 277#21
Plataeans 252t#22, 266, 313 n53
Plato 57, 152 n82, 215, 291, 293 n33, 317, 

319, 326‒9
pledges and oaths 54, 99 n77, 146, 161, 

165, 167, 343
in Aeschylus 203
in Aristophanes 343
in Euripides 166
in law-court speeches 76, 166, 194, 282
in lyric poetry 353, 358
in Sophocles 62, 86, 90, 93, 97, 98‒9, 

102‒3, 105, 145, 434
in Trojan War 61, 63

Pluto (Hades) 205, 207, 208, 210, 347 n129
Pollux and Castor (Twin Gods), oaths 

invoking 80 n17, 318, 319, 321, 322
Polymnestus 275
Polyneices 53, 54, 65, 101 n85, 103‒4, 125, 

147, 299, 307
Polyphemus see Cyclops
poppy leaves as oath witnesses 128, 130, 

319 n36
Porphyry 367
Poseidon 5 n13, 198, 240

curse of 298
oaths invoking 38, 68, 76 n2, 118, 119, 

121, 138, 143, 152, 208, 209‒10, 
240, 291, 309, 318, 319, 320, 321, 
324 n58, 335, 339, 340‒1, 387

oaths sworn by 121, 205‒6, 340, 346

swears by Poseidon 205, 324 n54
temple of (Atlantis) 137 n18, 152

Poseidon Halykos 33 n102, 338 n109
Poseidon Hippios 337
Poverty 206
Power 196
power symbols as oath witnesses 124‒8

see also sceptres as oath objects
Praxagora (Ecclesiazusae) 116, 323, 324, 

325, 346
Prexaspes 307 n33
Priam 55, 65‒6, 139, 153‒4, 202, 219‒20
Priene 116
priestesses’ oaths 28, 136, 157‒9, 161
proedria (privileged seating) as oath 

witnesses 127, 318 n21, 325
promissory oaths 1, 112, 160, 181, 182t‒4t, 

188t‒90t, 191, 304, 345, 381
prose texts, authorial voice in oaths 348, 

349‒50
Protagoras 138
pseudo-marturion 3
punches as oath witnesses 319 n21, 339
punishments for perjury see perjury, 

punishments for
purification sacrifices 22 n61, 139 n19
Pylades 24‒5, 28, 135, 178, 203
Pylos 305 n26, 319 n21
Pyron of Pherae 74

rams as oath sacrifices 40, 139, 140
ravens as oath witnesses 121
reconciliation oaths 10, 20 n50, 26 n76, 

61‒4, 69‒73, 83 n26, 137‒8, 282 n5, 377
refusal of oaths 218, 221, 232
Regulus (Roman statesman) 278, 279
religious contexts for women’s oaths 157‒9
repetition increases solemnity 137‒8, 341
repudiation oaths 174, 282
reputations

credibility of oath-taker 67, 309 n42, 
381‒8, 389, 391‒2, 393

importance of doxa 377
Locrians 268‒9, 277
Spartans 266, 276 n87, 310 n45
Thracians 259‒62, 277
see also women and oaths
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revenge curses 9, 10 n16, 11 n17, 15, 25 n73, 
25 n75, 27, 28, 34, 306 n29

Rhadamanthys 123, 303
Rhea 10 n15, 207, 324 n54
Rhegium 300
Rhesus, bones of 260
rhetoric and oratory 230‒9
Rhodes 144
rivers as oath witnesses 120, 153

see also Styx, river
Roman aversion to sidestepping 

oaths 278‒9
Ruin (Atē) 55, 120, 201, 296, 324 n56

Sacian oath 163
sacrificial rituals and oaths 2‒4, 21, 49, 364

Agamemnon’s murder as 177, 296
enact self-curses 21, 33, 39 n125, 43
increase sanctity of oaths 49, 132, 

138‒42, 149, 150‒1, 152‒4, 292
symbolise death of perjurer 22 n61, 

160, 162
and women’s oaths 159‒62

Salamis, battle of, oaths invoking heroes 
of 125, 326

salt as oath witness 127, 128, 306
Samian oligarchs 282 n5
sanctity, ways of increasing 132‒55, 374
Sappho 348, 357‒8, 369
satyr-dramas 20, 34, 79, 81, 82, 118, 

210‒12, 240‒1, 242, 315, 316
Satyrus, king 73‒5
Sausage-Seller (Knights) 32, 33, 36, 78‒9, 

118‒19, 127, 181, 185, 208, 257, 284 
n10, 303, 319 n21, 325, 335, 338, 339, 
345

Scamander, river 202
sceptres as oath objects 112, 112 n125, 112 

n126, 132, 143‒4, 215‒16, 222
Scythian oaths 21 n56, 142 n43, 152
Sea, swears oath 204
sea

iron-lumps sunk into 22, 132, 148‒9, 
301

of mud (perjurers and father-
beaters) 209

punishes perjurers 297‒8, 297‒9

touching during oaths 143
sea-monsters 298
seating, privileged (proedria) 127, 318 n21, 

325
secretaries’ oaths 20 n49, 140
self-curses

absent from informal oaths 344
competitive 33, 44‒5, 78
dicasts and 17, 37‒9
divine 199, 209‒10, 240‒1, 319 n34
in drama 24‒36
explicit self-curses 19‒44
Hippolytus 31, 291
in law-court speeches 21 n55, 37‒47
Odysseus 222‒3, 229
official oaths 83‒4, 377 n29
voluntary 20 n50, 20 n51, 20 n52, 24, 

30‒6
Semele 54 n22, 273 n75
Semnai Theai 8 n10, 17, 18

see also Erinyes
serf oaths 185‒6
Seuthes of Thrace 362‒3
sheep as oath sacrifices 60, 139, 140, 149, 

151, 153
shields within oath rituals 22 n63, 60, 141, 

142, 340 n114
sidestepping of oaths 51, 233, 240‒80, 285 

n10, 381
ambiguous wording 256‒8
capturing the commander 262‒5
concept explained 243‒56
dodging the blank-cheque oath 273‒6
false foundations 270‒2
false oaths and the Cyclops 240‒3
Greek attitudes to 276‒9
substitution 266‒9
Thracian pretence 259‒62
wording to end sieges 265‒6

silence, oaths of 177‒8, 181, 192‒3, 290
Silenus (Cyclops), oaths sworn by 34, 79, 

118, 181, 183t#9, 186, 210‒12, 240‒3, 
249t#4, 277#4, 319 n34

Sitalces (Thracian king) 35 n111, 147
skotos (darkness), oaths invoking 115‒16
sky see Heaven (Uranus)
slaves and oaths 165, 179‒95
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Sleep (Hypnos) 143, 144, 196‒7, 198, 201, 
204, 257

Smerdis (son of Cyrus) 307 n33
snares as oath witnesses 120, 325, 339
Socrates 68, 246 n24, 288, 293, 302, 319 

n26, 319 n28, 319 n30, 319 n32, 365
of Alopeke deme 319 n26, 328‒9
in Clouds 331‒2, 334, 337, 339, 344‒5
death of 326 n63, 327 n71
oaths by the dog 122‒4, 130, 131
other oaths sworn by 121, 324, 326‒9

Sogenes of Attica (winning athlete) 354
Solon 167
song and oaths in epicinian poetry 351‒6
Soös of Sparta 249t#6, 258, 259, 277
Sopaeus 73
“Sophoclean oaths” 4, 62 n4, 86‒111, 208

outside Sophoclean corpus 61 n2, 86 
n31, 109‒11, 146, 292 n32

Sophocles, in Aristophanes 110‒11
Sosias (Wasps) 124
Sostratos (Dyskolos) 392‒3
Spargapises of the Massagetae 175
Sparta 366‒76

and Athens 283 n6, 305 n26, 312 n51
and Plataea 313 n53

Spartan oaths 81 n19, 109 n113, 174‒5, 
189t#7, 190t#13, 243 n12, 266, 276 n87, 
310 n45
sidestepped 249t#6, 250#11, 251t#14, 

252t#19, 252t#22, 253t#26, 
253t#27, 258, 263, 277#22

Twin Gods (Castor and Pollux) 318, 
319, 320, 321, 322, 363

spears within oath rituals 125, 126, 142
sphagia (slaughtered offerings) 21, 140
spondai (libations) 22 n65, 132, 147

see also libations
springs as oath witnesses 120
statues, proximity to during oaths 29 n87, 

132, 135‒6, 137, 160, 164
status and oaths 64‒5, 124‒8, 157, 165‒7, 

213‒14, 226
see also slaves and oaths

status symbols as oath witnesses 124‒8
Stoa of the Basileus, as ritual location for 

oaths 138

streams as oath witnesses 120
Strepsiades (Clouds) 68‒9, 121, 138, 302, 

309‒10, 313, 324, 331‒47
Styx, river 8 n10, 9 n9, 54 n22, 148, 195‒7, 

261 n42
substitution in side-stepping of 

oaths 266‒9
suicide and oaths 146, 262‒3, 277
suitors’ (of Helen) oath 49‒51, 57, 61, 89, 

106, 109, 145‒6, 299
Sun see Helios (Sun)
sword within oath rituals 125‒6, 142
Sybarite oaths 81 n19, 320
symbols of power in oaths 124‒8
symbols of status in oaths 124‒8
Syndeipnoi 51‒2

tables as oath witnesses 127, 128, 306
tagoi 20 n49, 83‒4
Talthybius (Iliad) 26 n76, 139
Tantalus 257
Tarentum 260
Taurian oaths 152
technē (skill) 373, 374, 378
Tecmessa 106, 108
Teiresias 83, 104, 106
teleia 139
Telemachus 10 n15, 51, 81, 222‒3

demands oath from slave 177‒8, 193
oaths sworn by 88, 114‒15, 215 n6

Telephus 233
Teleutias (Spartan commander) 365, 366
temnein (to cut) 21, 140‒1, 154 n90
temples, as location for oaths 132, 135, 137, 

138
Ten Thousand 361, 362, 363 n69
Tenos, paternity oaths 172
Tereus (Birds) 120, 121, 325
Terror (Phobos), oaths invoking 120
Teucer 49 n7, 51, 62 n4, 89, 108‒9
Thallo as oath witness 113
Thebes 53‒4, 83, 125, 142, 147, 149, 151, 

265, 320
Zethus and Amphion 80 n17, 318 n18, 

319 n32, 320
see also Eteocles

Themis 28 n84, 87, 295, 297
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Themison of Thera 247 n28, 250t#8, 271, 
274‒5, 276, 277#8, 280

Themistogenes of Sryacuse 348, 360, 361
Theocles the Chalcidian 250t#7
Theoclymenus 81, 128
Theodorus of Cyrene 319 n27
Theognidea 358‒9
Theognis 111, 358, 359 n61
Theorus (Athenian ambassador) 35 n111
Thera 20 n49
Theron of Acragas 351
Thersites 222
Theseus

and Hippolytus 5 n12, 31, 79 n14, 178, 
289, 291, 298, 386, 387

oaths sworn by 5 n13, 30 n90, 60, 
101, 102, 103, 105, 136 n16, 145, 
149‒50, 163

and Peirithous 50 n9, 99 n77
Thesmophoria festival 158, 160‒1

see also Thesmophoriazusae in the 
Index Locorum

Thetis, shrine of 136 n15
Thibron of Sparta 253t#27, 263
Third Woman (Lysistrata) 345‒6
Thirty Years’ Peace 266, 305 n26, 312 n51
Thracian oaths 147, 159 n38, 249t#5, 259 

n38, 277#5
Thracian pretence 259‒62, 264, 277
Threspotian king, oath of 148
Thucydides 23, 156, 318, 348, 370
Thyestes 15 n38, 116
Timarchus (Aeschines 1) 44 n135
Timoleon 254t#29
Tissaphernes (Persian perjurer) 146‒7, 

299‒300
Toil, oaths sworn by 204
tomia (cut pieces) 21, 140‒2, 154 n90
Tomyris of the Massagetae 175‒6, 177
Tongue, as oath witness 121
tongue versus mind in Hippolytus 612 see 

Hippolytus 612
torture (basanos) 166, 180 n44, 185
torture-challenges 232, 384
trampling on oaths 56 n26, 306 n30, 359 n61
traps as oath witnesses 120, 325, 339
treaty oaths 120 n157, 161‒3, 283

see also alliances between states; truce 
oaths

triad of divine witnesses 197, 198, 297, 339
triad of sacrificial animals 140
Tricorythus deme, Athens 330
tripods 60, 136, 149, 150‒1
Triton as oath witness 118, 240
Troezenian women, oath 178
Trojan War

broken oaths 55‒7, 58, 295
oaths during 11, 134, 140, 144, 147, 

153‒4
see also suitors’ (of Helen) oath

truce oaths 60, 249t#5, 251t#16, 252t#20, 
253t#28, 254t#31, 263‒4, 267
in Euripides 65, 147, 151
sidestepping 259‒60, 263‒4, 267, 270
Spartan 189t#7, 190t#13, 191, 252t#19, 

258
Trojan War 55‒7, 134, 139, 140, 144, 

147, 151, 153, 154‒5, 216 n9, 222 
n17, 296

trust
engendered through oaths 60‒6, 88, 

99, 217, 223, 305
extinguished by perjury 305‒10, 312, 

313‒14
obviates need for oaths 67‒8, 98‒9, 

100, 102‒3
see also (a)pistos ((un)trustworthy); 

friendship
truth and oaths in epicinian poetry 351‒6
Trygaeus (Peace) 200
Twelve Gods 318 n16, 327 n66
Twin Gods (Castor and Pollux) 80 n17, 318, 

319, 321, 363
Tyndareos 49, 61

see also suitors’ (of Helen) oath

Underworld see Hades (Underworld)
unoffical Athenian oaths of women 165‒9
unsworn statements treated as oaths see 

“Sophoclean oaths”
Uranus (Heaven) 10 n15, 318, 321

vengeance 29, 134, 175‒7, 188t#1, 191, 296
Victory (Nike) 196
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Vines as oath witnesses 113, 117
virginity, vows of 158‒9
voluntary self-curses 20 n50, 20 n51, 20 

n52, 24, 30‒6
volunteered oaths 77, 138, 215 n7, 217, 221, 

222, 223, 224 n22, 225, 227, 229

war-dead as oath witnesses 116, 125
see also Marathon

warrior oaths 60‒6
waves as oath witnesses 118, 240
wax images 22, 132, 148‒9
Wealth 206‒7, 346
weapons as oath witnesses 125‒7, 142
weasels 299, 307 n33
Wheat as oath witness 113, 117
wine and oaths

as analogy for blood 11, 60, 147, 
161‒2, 176

libations 22, 61, 114 n131, 146‒7, 152, 
153‒4, 163

and women 84, 128, 142, 161‒2, 168, 
340, 377 n25

witnesses’ oaths 21 n55, 41, 43‒4, 137, 138, 
139, 230‒1

wolves as oath sacrifices 139, 140
women and oaths 58‒9, 80 n17, 82‒3, 

87‒8, 114, 129, 135, 156‒79, 288‒9
and wine 84, 128, 142, 161‒2, 168, 

340, 377 n25
Worse Argument (Clouds) 332, 334, 341‒2, 

345
wrist-grabs 220 n15
written oaths 20, 22 n63, 132, 149‒52, 310 

n45, 379

Xanthias (Frogs) 34, 77‒8, 138, 183t#13, 
192, 207, 208, 209‒10, 335
oaths sworn by 190t#11, 190t#12, 346

Xanthus, river 202
xenia (hospitality) as oath witness 127‒8
Xenophon of Corinth (winning athlete) 353
Xenophon (philosopher and historian) 23, 

348, 360‒7, 368
Xerxes 273

Zarina, Sacian queen 163

Zeal 196
Zeno of Citium 273 n75
Zethus 123 n170, 319, 325 n56
Zethus and Amphion, oaths invoking 80 

n17, 318 n18, 319 n32, 320
Zeus

and Io 288
oaths sworn by 54‒5, 57‒8, 201
oaths sworn to 143, 257
sanctuaries of 257, 298‒9
supervises dikē 12‒13, 15
urges oaths 65

Zeus, oaths invoking 28, 38, 60, 68, 83, 87, 
90, 92, 99, 103‒4, 112 n125, 113, 115, 
117 n145, 128, 132, 135, 138, 153, 154, 
201, 206, 210, 211, 227, 228, 297, 309, 
324 n54, 339, 358, 392 n25
binding nature 334‒6
definite article and 80 n17, 335‒6
divine oaths 205‒7
with epithets 132‒3
frequency 328, 334, 349
gender and 320, 321, 322, 323 n52
head of Zeus 102, 126, 198‒9, 248, 

257
informal 133, 201, 205‒6, 207, 315 n2, 

318, 318 n19, 319 n23, 320, 334‒5, 
339, 344, 346

in law-court speeches 234, 235, 236, 
237, 238, 239

lightning bolt of 297, 298
marriage bed with Hera 198
with other gods 132‒3, 319 n23
relative weakness 117, 205, 208, 209, 

296, 334‒5, 363
in Xenophon 361‒3

Zeus Epiklopeios 248 n30
Zeus Herkeios 174
Zeus Hikesios 29
Zeus Horkios (guardian of oaths) 6‒7, 28 

n84, 99, 287, 291, 295
Zeus Olympios 337
Zeus Patroios 84
Zeus Philios 338
Zeus Phratrios 22 n64, 133
Zeus Soter 338




