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        Abstract
 This paper compares verbal and nominal forms in Maltese and Tunisian Arabic with respect to prosody, syllabic structure and stress. Considering prototypical forms like kíteb ‘he wrote’ or básal ‘onions’, Maltese appears to be a trochaic language. Homologous forms in Tunisian Arabic, ktib and bṣal, are obviously built on a different pattern. Stumme (1904) drew philologists’ attention on the possible kinship between Maltese, a Maghrebi dialect, and Levantine Arabic whose syllabic structures are similar. We revisit the controversial issue of assessing the prosodic properties shared by Maltese and trochaic Eastern urban dialects. On the other hand, some continuity may be established between Eastern Bedouin dialects and modern (urban or rural) Maghrebi dialects. We conclude by suggesting that Maltese kept the prosodic structures inherited during the first waves of Arabization. In continental Maghrib these structures were reshuffled in a multilingual environment where Bedouin Arabic dialects spoken by new waves of immigrants were built on a different pattern.
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