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        Abstract
Irony in Thai has historically been examined as a form of sarcasm. This chapter extends the use of Thai irony to include hyperbole, jocularity, understatement, rhetorical questions, sarcasm as a way to negotiate social interactions. In particular, a corpus analysis of a popular Thai cooking show Krua Khun Toy found that irony in Thai can be used as a multifunctional relational tool that is humorous to help speakers save face for both themselves and their interlocutor. Thai irony is not necessarily about distancing oneself from an interlocutor, but rather maintaining social cohesion between the two through indirect speech. In this way, irony helps uphold Thai sociocultural values in interpersonal interactions, such as saving face and sharing empathy through humor, which are understood through specific embodied metaphors about the face, heart, and body. Finally, this chapter calls to light the importance of having a culturally-situated analysis of Thai figurative language to further examine the nuances of its functionality and use.
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