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The modern miniature camera lens is the most prolific design manufactured today, yet its design form and origins are often not well understood. This paper illuminates the ancestry of the modern miniature camera lens by developing the lens form from ‘scratch.’ Starting with the Wollaston meniscus of 1812, the lens is designed progressively, employing incremental design decisions aimed at correcting limiting aberrations at each step. The result demonstrates an ancestry that is distinctly different than that of the common large-format objective lenses.
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