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        Abstract
This article presents a review of Deely’s 2002 book, What Distinguishes Human Understanding? It considers Deely’s argument regarding the grounds for asserting the “uniqueness of man” as the “semiotic animal”. It then compares Deely with the arguments regarding continuity of species in the work of Charles Darwin, Charles Peirce and, more recently, Frans de Waal. The article argues that while Deely’s book draws us to key features of the human, the animal semeioticum might be distinctive without being in any single respect absolutely unique.
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