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        Abstract
This is a review of John Deely’s Defining the Semiotic Animal published in 2004. Deely uses the way of signs, which is called semiotics, not only to establish the contact and dependencies between human thought and action and the surrounding physical universe, but also to account for a social construction of reality as part of human experience. When Deely states that all animals signify, but only human animals are capable of developing semiotics, he opens a whole way of understanding for us to move beyond the definition of human being as a rational animal into a “semiotic animal” that is also capable of love.

Keywords: human beings as semiotic animals; modernity; postmodernity; semiotics; transmodernity; wholophilia

Article note: Deely, John N.: Defining the Semiotic Animal: A Postmodern Definition of “Human Being” to Supersede the Modern Definition as “res cogitans”. Sofia: Tip Top Press, 2005, pp. 96, ISBN: 9548964678.
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