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Review 2 
The authors should mention a very important aspect about Total Factor Productivity (TFP) for the 

analysis of international migration of STEM workers. 

This important aspect is how public aids (to the smes, firms or education) affect to the TFP trend of the 

destination migration country. 

There are several previous studies that indicate disparity of results, while some studies do not find a 

significant impact of the funds (Crescenzi, Fratesi & Monastiriotis, 2017) others find impacts positive 

(Faíña et al., 2020; Brandsma et al., 2014). 
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Review 3 
The manuscript "Highly Skilled International Migration, STEM Workers, and Innovation" analyses the 
implications of skilled labor migration using a two-country DSGE set up. Several outcomes emerge from 
the model (wage premium of STEM workers (higher in the destination country), reduction in migration 
costs leads to output, wages and total labor increases in the destination country..) 
The paper adds important contributions to the literature. It allows to analyze the effects of aggregate 
productivity shocks to countries sending migrants and those receiving them and to analyze the 
implications of different settings/scenarios with regards to the migration policies pursue by the 
destination country. 
In sum, the combination of these elements, makes this piece of research a very relevant paper in the 
literature. However, although the topic of the paper is very interesting, yet I have several concerns about 
the suitability of this paper for publication in its current state. Below you can find my comments on the 

paper. 
I. Main general concerns: 
I have a question in relation to the calibration exercise and values assigned to the parameters of the 
model. In particular, the parameter that captures the share of of STEM workers is assigned a value of 
0.117 in both the high-income destination country and the origin country which can be a developed or 
developing economy. My main concerns are a) Which is the rationale to assign the same value to both 
countries? I guess this assumption could work if we consider two countries with fairly similar levels of 
development but comparing a high-income with a developing economy, I guess that this assumption 
could be violated. b) what the model would predict changing this assumption? The same set of doubts 
arise for other parameter values, more precisely for instance unskilled share, equipment share and 
innovation productivity. A deeper reflection on these issues is worth deserving in terms of potential 
different implications of the model. 

Another comment I want to make is in relation to the geographical location of the countries. Nothing is 
said about this issue when building up the model, but relative geographical location of the countries 
could have a potential important impact on the total supply of skill workers and on the migration 
decisions of workers. Firms located in countries which are far away from main economic centers would 
have less value-added left to remunerate local factors of production (labor) and this fact potentially 
imposes a penalty in terms of relative wages of skilled versus unskilled labor leading to a low supply of 
skilled workers in remote countries. Could your model accommodate this fact? 
In sum, I am favorable towards the publication of the paper once my comments are taken on board. 
Minor comments: 
Some typos were found: for instance in page 4 ""…innovations are (is) only produced by …" 
 
 


