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Reviewer 1: anonymous

Feb 24, 2017

Reviewer Recommendation Term: Accept 
Overall Reviewer Manuscript Rating: 70

Custom Review Questions Response
Is the subject area appropriate for you? 5 - High/Yes
Does the title clearly reflect the paper’s content? 5 - High/Yes
Does the abstract clearly reflect the paper’s content? 4
Do the keywords clearly reflect the paper’s content? 4
Does the introduction present the problem clearly? 4
Are the results/conclusions justified? 4
How comprehensive and up-to-date is the subject matter presented? 4
How adequate is the data presentation? 3
Are units and terminology used correctly? N/A
Is the number of cases adequate? 5 - High/Yes
Are the experimental methods/clinical studies adequate? 3
Is the length appropriate in relation to the content? 4
Does the reader get new insights from the article? 4
Please rate the practical significance. 5 - High/Yes
Please rate the accuracy of methods. 3
Please rate the statistical evaluation and quality control. 3
Please rate the appropriateness of the figures and tables. N/A
Please rate the appropriateness of the references. 5 - High/Yes
Please evaluate the writing style and use of language. 4
Please judge the overall scientific quality of the manuscript. 4
Are you willing to review the revision of this manuscript? Yes 
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II      Niebuhr and Köckerling: Risk factors for recurrence in inguinal hernia repair

Comments to Authors:

This is an excellent overview to get further insights into the risk factors for recurrences after inguinal hernia repair. The authors analyzed 
numerous meta-analyses and systemic Reviews as well as registries, so that the data are quite reliable. It remains, however, unclear how 
the authors selected the 80 relevant articles out of 1660 publications for this Review. Therefore, a bias cannot be excluded. Despite this 
fact, the data still appear to be reliable. Any surgeon interested in hernia surgery gets relevant information in particular with respect to 
possible risk factors for hernia recurrence after surgery.
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Overall Reviewer Manuscript Rating: 80

Custom Review Questions Response
Is the subject area appropriate for you? 5 - High/Yes
Does the title clearly reflect the paper’s content? 5 - High/Yes
Does the abstract clearly reflect the paper’s content? 5 - High/Yes
Do the keywords clearly reflect the paper’s content? 4
Does the introduction present the problem clearly? 4
Are the results/conclusions justified? 4
How comprehensive and up-to-date is the subject matter presented? 4
How adequate is the data presentation? 4
Are units and terminology used correctly? N/A
Is the number of cases adequate? 5 - High/Yes
Are the experimental methods/clinical studies adequate? 4
Is the length appropriate in relation to the content? 4
Does the reader get new insights from the article? 3
Please rate the practical significance. 5 - High/Yes
Please rate the accuracy of methods. 4
Please rate the statistical evaluation and quality control. 3
Please rate the appropriateness of the figures and tables. N/A
Please rate the appropriateness of the references. 5 - High/Yes
Please evaluate the writing style and use of language. 4
Please judge the overall scientific quality of the manuscript. 4
Are you willing to review the revision of this manuscript? Yes 

Comments to Authors:
The author presents in this excellent manuscript important data regarding risk factors for inguinal hernia recurrence following surgical 
repair referring to relevant publications. The results based on meta-analyses and systematic reviews contain a high practical relevance for 
surgeons dealing with hernia repair to choose the optimal technique with respect to low complications rates and particularly recurrence.


