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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL. Literature search strategy. 

 

Editorial Note: This literature search strategy protocol is presented as the author 

provided it, without editing.  
 

Database: OVID Medline Epub Ahead of Print, In-Process & Other Non-Indexed Citations, Ovid 

MEDLINE(R) Daily and Ovid MEDLINE(R) Search Strategy: 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1     random:.tw. or placebo:.mp. or double-blind:.tw.  

2     ((treatment or control) adj3 group*).ab.  

3     (allocat* adj5 group*).ab. 

4     ((clinical or control*) adj3 trial).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance word, subject 

heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept word, 

rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier, synonyms] 

5     exp Randomized Controlled Trials as Topic/mt [Methods]  

6     exp Controlled Clinical Trial/  

7     exp Randomized Controlled Trial/  

8     exp Randomized Controlled Trials as Topic/ or randomized clinical trials.mp. or exp Clinical Trials as 

Topic/ 

10     exp Osteopathic Medicine/ or exp Manipulation, Osteopathic/ 

11     osteopathic medicine.mp.  

12     OMT.mp.  

13     exp Osteopathic Physicians/ed, og, td, ut [Education, Organization & Administration, Trends, 

Utilization]  

14     osteopath$.mp. 

16     MUSCULOSKELETAL PAIN/ or VISCERAL PAIN/ or FLANK PAIN/ or BACK PAIN/ or PAIN 

MEASUREMENT/ or PATELLOFEMORAL PAIN SYNDROME/ or PAIN PERCEPTION/ or 

ABDOMINAL PAIN/ or NECK PAIN/ or PAIN MANAGEMENT/ or PELVIC PAIN/ or PAIN, 

INTRACTABLE/ or NOCICEPTIVE PAIN/ or BREAKTHROUGH PAIN/ or COMPLEX REGIONAL 

PAIN SYNDROMES/ or MYOFASCIAL PAIN SYNDROMES/ or PAIN, PROCEDURAL/ or PAIN/ or 

FACIAL PAIN/ or CHEST PAIN/ or SHOULDER PAIN/ or PAIN, POSTOPERATIVE/ or LOW BACK 

PAIN/ or PELVIC GIRDLE PAIN/ or CHRONIC PAIN/  

17     cervicalgia.mp. 

18     neck pain.mp. 

19     exp Neck Pain/co, et, pa, pp, pc, rh, th [Complications, Etiology, Pathology, Physiopathology, 

Prevention & Control, Rehabilitation, Therapy]  

20     neck ache.mp. 

21     cervical pain.mp. 

22     exp WHIPLASH INJURIES/ or exp Temporomandibular Joint Disorders/ 

23     whiplash.mp.  

24     cervicodynia.mp. 

25     exp Back Pain/ep, pa, ph, pp, pc, rh, sn, th [Epidemiology, Pathology, Physiology, Physiopathology, 

Prevention & Control, Rehabilitation, Statistics & Numerical Data, Therapy] 

26     exp Low Back Pain/ or exp Back Pain/ or exp Spondylarthritis/  

27     exp Muscle, Skeletal/in, pa, ph, pp [Injuries, Pathology, Physiology, Physiopathology] 

28     chronic low back pain.mp.  
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29     ARTHRITIS/cl, et, pa, ph, pp, pc, rh, th [Classification, Etiology, Pathology, Physiology, 

Physiopathology, Prevention & Control, Rehabilitation, Therapy] 

30     exp Treatment Outcome/ 

31     exp return to work/ 

32     exp "Recovery of Function"/ph [Physiology] 

33     Recovery of Function.mp. 

34     Quality of life.mp. 

35     ((work* or employ* or occupation* or labo?r*) and (absentee* or presentee*)).mp. [mp=title, 

abstract, original title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword 

heading word, protocol supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique 

identifier, synonyms] 

36     exp HRQOL/ 

37     exp INSURANCE, DISABILITY/ or exp DISABILITY EVALUATION/ 

38     disability.mp.  

39     (work* or employ* or occupation* or labo?r*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of 

substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword heading word, protocol 

supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier, synonyms] 

40     (VAS or "disability index" or "visual analog" or improvement or "functional outcome" or sick or 

"physical function" or "quality of life" or "functional status" or "health status" or functioning or 

activities).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating 

sub-heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept word, rare disease 

supplementary concept word, unique identifier, synonyms]  

41     ((function* or capacity or disability or adjustment) adj3 (eval* or scale)).mp. [mp=title, abstract, 

original title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword heading 

word, protocol supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier, 

synonyms] 

 

 

Database: AMED (Allied and Complementary Medicine) Search Strategy: 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1     random:.tw. or placebo:.mp. or double-blind:.tw.  

2     ((treatment or control) adj3 group*).ab.   

3     (allocat* adj5 group*).ab.  

4     ((clinical or control*) adj3 trial).mp. [mp=abstract, heading words, title]  

5     exp Randomized Controlled Trials/  

6     exp Randomized Controlled Trials as Topic/ or randomized clinical trials.mp. or exp Clinical Trials as 

Topic/  

8     exp Osteopathic Medicine/ or exp Manipulation, Osteopathic/  

9     osteopathic medicine.mp.  

10     OMT.mp.  

11     osteopath$.mp.  

13     MUSCULOSKELETAL PAIN/ or VISCERAL PAIN/ or FLANK PAIN/ or BACK PAIN/ or PAIN 

MEASUREMENT/ or PATELLOFEMORAL PAIN SYNDROME/ or PAIN PERCEPTION/ or 

ABDOMINAL PAIN/ or NECK PAIN/ or PAIN MANAGEMENT/ or PELVIC PAIN/ or PAIN, 

INTRACTABLE/ or NOCICEPTIVE PAIN/ or BREAKTHROUGH PAIN/ or COMPLEX REGIONAL 

PAIN SYNDROMES/ or MYOFASCIAL PAIN SYNDROMES/ or PAIN, PROCEDURAL/ or PAIN/ or 

FACIAL PAIN/ or CHEST PAIN/ or SHOULDER PAIN/ or PAIN, POSTOPERATIVE/ or LOW BACK 

PAIN/ or PELVIC GIRDLE PAIN/ or CHRONIC PAIN/  

14     cervicalgia.mp.  

15     neck pain.mp.  

16     exp Neck Pain/ [Complications, Etiology, Pathology, Physiopathology, Prevention & Control, 

Rehabilitation, Therapy]  

17     neck ache.mp.  

18     cervical pain.mp.  

19     exp WHIPLASH INJURIES/ or exp Temporomandibular Joint Disorders/  

20     whiplash.mp.  



 

21     cervicodynia.mp. 

22     exp Back Pain/ [Epidemiology, Pathology, Physiology, Physiopathology, Prevention & Control, 

Rehabilitation, Statistics & Numerical Data, Therapy]  

23     exp Low Back Pain/ or exp Back Pain/ or exp Spondylarthritis/  

24     exp Muscle, Skeletal/ [Injuries, Pathology, Physiology, Physiopathology] 

25     chronic low back pain.mp.  

26     ARTHRITIS/ [Classification, Etiology, Pathology, Physiology, Physiopathology, Prevention & 

Control, Rehabilitation, Therapy]  

27     exp "recovery of function"/ or exp Rehabilitation/  

28     Recovery of Function.mp.  

29     exp "Quality of life"/ or Quality of life.mp.  

30     ((work* or employ* or occupation* or labo?r*) and (absentee* or presentee*)).mp. [mp=abstract, 

heading words, title]  

31     (work* or employ* or occupation* or labo?r*).mp. [mp=abstract, heading words, title]  

32     (VAS or "disability index" or "visual analog" or improvement or "functional outcome" or sick or 

"physical function" or "quality of life" or "functional status" or "health status" or functioning or 

activities).mp. [mp=abstract, heading words, title]  

33     ((function* or capacity or disability or adjustment) adj3 (eval* or scale)).mp. [mp=abstract, heading 

words, title]  

 

Database: Embase  
Search Strategy: 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

1     random:.tw. or placebo:.mp. or double-blind:.tw.  

2     ((treatment or control) adj3 group*).ab.  

3     (allocat* adj5 group*).ab.  

4     ((clinical or control*) adj3 trial).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, 

device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword, floating subheading word, candidate 

term word]  

5     exp Randomized Controlled Trials as Topic/ [Methods]  

6     exp Controlled Clinical Trial/ 

7     exp Randomized Controlled Trial/ 

8     exp Randomized Controlled Trials as Topic/ or randomized clinical trials.mp. or exp Clinical Trials as 

Topic/  

10     exp Osteopathic Medicine/ or exp Manipulation, Osteopathic/  

11     osteopathic medicine.mp.  

12     OMT.mp.  

13     exp Osteopathic Physicians/ [Education, Organization & Administration, Trends, Utilization]  

14     osteopath$.mp.  

16     MUSCULOSKELETAL PAIN/ or VISCERAL PAIN/ or FLANK PAIN/ or BACK PAIN/ or PAIN 

MEASUREMENT/ or PATELLOFEMORAL PAIN SYNDROME/ or PAIN PERCEPTION/ or 

ABDOMINAL PAIN/ or NECK PAIN/ or PAIN MANAGEMENT/ or PELVIC PAIN/ or PAIN, 

INTRACTABLE/ or NOCICEPTIVE PAIN/ or BREAKTHROUGH PAIN/ or COMPLEX REGIONAL 

PAIN SYNDROMES/ or MYOFASCIAL PAIN SYNDROMES/ or PAIN, PROCEDURAL/ or PAIN/ or 

FACIAL PAIN/ or CHEST PAIN/ or SHOULDER PAIN/ or PAIN, POSTOPERATIVE/ or LOW BACK 

PAIN/ or PELVIC GIRDLE PAIN/ or CHRONIC PAIN/ 

17     cervicalgia.mp.  

18     neck pain.mp.  

19     exp Neck Pain/ [Complications, Etiology, Pathology, Physiopathology, Prevention & Control, 

Rehabilitation, Therapy]  

20     neck ache.mp.  

21     cervical pain.mp.  

22     exp WHIPLASH INJURIES/ or exp Temporomandibular Joint Disorders/ 

23     whiplash.mp.  

24     cervicodynia.mp. 



 

25     exp Back Pain/ [Epidemiology, Pathology, Physiology, Physiopathology, Prevention & Control, 

Rehabilitation, Statistics & Numerical Data, Therapy]  

26     exp Low Back Pain/ or exp Back Pain/ or exp Spondylarthritis/  

27     exp Muscle, Skeletal/ [Injuries, Pathology, Physiology, Physiopathology]  

28     chronic low back pain.mp.  

29     ARTHRITIS/ [Classification, Etiology, Pathology, Physiology, Physiopathology, Prevention & 

Control, Rehabilitation, Therapy]  

31     exp Treatment Outcome/  

32     exp return to work/  

33     exp "Recovery of Function"/  

34     Recovery of Function.mp.  

35     Quality of life.mp.  

36     ((work* or employ* or occupation* or labo?r*) and (absentee* or presentee*)).mp. [mp=title, 

abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device 

trade name, keyword, floating subheading word, candidate term word] 

37     exp INSURANCE, DISABILITY/ or exp DISABILITY EVALUATION/  

38     disability.mp. 

39     (work* or employ* or occupation* or labo?r*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade 

name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword, floating 

subheading word, candidate term word] 

40     (VAS or "disability index" or "visual analog" or improvement or "functional outcome" or sick or 

"physical function" or "quality of life" or "functional status" or "health status" or functioning or 

activities).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug 

manufacturer, device trade name, keyword, floating subheading word, candidate term word]  

41     ((function* or capacity or disability or adjustment) adj3 (eval* or scale)).mp. [mp=title, abstract, 

heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, 

keyword, floating subheading word, candidate term word]  

 

 
Database: Ovid Emcare Search Strategy: 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1     random:.tw. or placebo:.mp. or double-blind:.tw.  

2     ((treatment or control) adj3 group*).ab.  

3     (allocat* adj5 group*).ab.  

4     ((clinical or control*) adj3 trial).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, 

device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 

5     exp Randomized Controlled Trials as Topic/ [Methods]  

6     exp Controlled Clinical Trial/ 

7     exp Randomized Controlled Trial/  

8     exp Randomized Controlled Trials as Topic/ or randomized clinical trials.mp. or exp Clinical Trials as 

Topic/  

10     exp Osteopathic Medicine/ or exp Manipulation, Osteopathic/  

11     osteopathic medicine.mp.  

12     OMT.mp.  

13     exp Osteopathic Physicians/ [Education, Organization & Administration, Trends, Utilization]  

14     osteopath$.mp.  

16     MUSCULOSKELETAL PAIN/ or VISCERAL PAIN/ or FLANK PAIN/ or BACK PAIN/ or PAIN 

MEASUREMENT/ or PATELLOFEMORAL PAIN SYNDROME/ or PAIN PERCEPTION/ or 

ABDOMINAL PAIN/ or NECK PAIN/ or PAIN MANAGEMENT/ or PELVIC PAIN/ or PAIN, 

INTRACTABLE/ or NOCICEPTIVE PAIN/ or BREAKTHROUGH PAIN/ or COMPLEX REGIONAL 

PAIN SYNDROMES/ or MYOFASCIAL PAIN SYNDROMES/ or PAIN, PROCEDURAL/ or PAIN/ or 

FACIAL PAIN/ or CHEST PAIN/ or SHOULDER PAIN/ or PAIN, POSTOPERATIVE/ or LOW BACK 

PAIN/ or PELVIC GIRDLE PAIN/ or CHRONIC PAIN/  

17     cervicalgia.mp.  

18     neck pain.mp.  



 

19     exp Neck Pain/ [Complications, Etiology, Pathology, Physiopathology, Prevention & Control, 

Rehabilitation, Therapy]  

20     neck ache.mp.  

21     cervical pain.mp.  

22     exp WHIPLASH INJURIES/ or exp Temporomandibular Joint Disorders/  

23     whiplash.mp.  

24     cervicodynia.mp.  

25     exp Back Pain/ [Epidemiology, Pathology, Physiology, Physiopathology, Prevention & Control, 

Rehabilitation, Statistics & Numerical Data, Therapy]  

26     exp Low Back Pain/ or exp Back Pain/ or exp Spondylarthritis/  

27     exp Muscle, Skeletal/ [Injuries, Pathology, Physiology, Physiopathology] 

28     chronic low back pain.mp.  

29     ARTHRITIS/ [Classification, Etiology, Pathology, Physiology, Physiopathology, Prevention & 

Control, Rehabilitation, Therapy]  

30     exp Treatment Outcome/  

31     exp return to work/  

32     exp "Recovery of Function"/  

33     Recovery of Function.mp.  

34     Quality of life.mp.  

35     ((work* or employ* or occupation* or labo?r*) and (absentee* or presentee*)).mp. [mp=title, 

abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device 

trade name, keyword]  

36     exp INSURANCE, DISABILITY/ or exp DISABILITY EVALUATION/  

37     disability.mp.  

38     (work* or employ* or occupation* or labo?r*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade 

name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 

39     (VAS or "disability index" or "visual analog" or improvement or "functional outcome" or sick or 

"physical function" or "quality of life" or "functional status" or "health status" or functioning or 

activities).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug 

manufacturer, device trade name, keyword]  

40     ((function* or capacity or disability or adjustment) adj3 (eval* or scale)).mp. [mp=title, abstract, 

heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, 

keyword]  

 

Search Name: CENTRAL 

 

ID Search Hits 

#1 ((treatment or control) adj3 group*).ab.  

#2 (allocat* adj5 group*).ab.  

#3 ((clinical or control*) adj3 trial).mp.  

#4 exp Randomized Controlled Trials  

#5 exp RCT  

#6 exp clinical trial  

#7 exp prospective trial  

#8 exp randomized trial  

#9 exp double blind trial  

#10 exp open label trial 

#11 ((random* or randomized*) near5 (control* or controlled* or clinical trial))  

#13 exp Osteopathic Medicine  

#14 Manipulation, Osteopathic  

#15 Osteopathic near5 manipulation  

#16 ((osteopath* or osteopathic*) near5 (manipulation* or manual manipulation)) 



 

#17 osteopathic medicine.mp.  

#18 exp Osteopathy  

#19 OMT.mp.  

#20 Osteopath* 

#21 exp Osteopathic Physicians  

#22 exp Manipulation, Osteopathic  

#23 exp osteopathic manual manipulation  

#24 osteopath$.mp.  

#26 exp Pain  

#27 exp chronic pain  

#28 exp MUSCULOSKELETAL PAIN  

#29 exp VISCERAL PAIN  

#30 exp FLANK PAIN  

#31 exp BACK PAIN  

#32 exp PATELLOFEMORAL PAIN SYNDROME  

#33 exp ABDOMINAL PAIN  

#34 exp NECK PAIN  

#35 exp PAIN MANAGEMENT  

#36 exp PELVIC PAIN  

#37 exp NOCICEPTIVE PAIN  

#38 exp COMPLEX REGIONAL PAIN SYNDROMES 91 

#39 exp MYOFASCIAL PAIN SYNDROMES  

#40 exp FACIAL PAIN  

#41 exp CHEST PAIN  

#42 exp SHOULDER PAIN  

#43 exp PAIN, POSTOPERATIVE  

#44 exp LOW BACK PAIN  

#45 exp PELVIC GIRDLE PAIN  

#46 exp CHRONIC PAIN  

#47 cervicalgia.mp.  

#48 neck pain.mp.  

#49 exp Neck Pain 

#50 neck ache.mp.  

#51 cervical pain.mp.  

#52 exp WHIPLASH INJURIES  

#53 exp Temporomandibular Joint Disorders  

#54 whiplash.mp.  

#55 cervicodynia.mp.  

#56 exp Back Pain  

#57 exp Low Back Pain  

#58 ((pain* or chronic pain*) near3 (pain disorder*))  

#59 exp Spondylarthritis  

#60 chronic low back pain.mp.  

#61 exp ARTHRITIS  

#62 Arthritis near5 pain  

#63 exp functional outcome  



 

#64 exp return to work 

#65 Recovery of Function  

#66 Quality of life  

#67 ((work* or employ* or occupation* or labo?r*) and (absentee* or presentee*))  

#68 exp QOL  

#69 exp HRQOL  

#70 QOL or HRQOL or QOLI or WHOQOL or FACIT 

#71 exp disability 

#72 (work* or employ* or occupation* or labo?r*)  

#73 VAS or "disability index" or "visual analog" or improvement or "functional 

outcome" or sick or "physical function" or "quality of life" or "functional status" or 

"health status" or functioning or activities  

#74 ((function* or capacity or disability or adjustment) near/3 (eval* or scale))  


