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        Abstract
This contribution seeks to shed light on global dimensions of language contact and language change with regard to African youth languages. Looking at the influences of Jamaican speech forms on youth language practices in Africa, the focus will be on transatlantic linguistic ties that link Africa and its Diaspora. As the case studies will illustrate, Jamaican has a huge impact on youths in Africa and is used extensively in their communicative practices. Music, in this regard, plays an important role: Reggae and Dancehall music are highly popular in many (especially Anglophone) African countries, and these Jamaican music genres are quite influential with regard to language practices among African youth and beyond. Music thus represents an important site of language contact, and also serves as a means to learn the Jamaican language. In our paper we will draw on examples from different African countries to illustrate the wide spread of Jamaican influences. Our focus will be on case studies in Kenya, Zimbabwe, Uganda, Ethiopia, South Africa and the Gambia. We will discuss selected song examples from a sociolinguistic perspective that takes these various language practices as a base and then looks at the contexts and motivations for the use of Jamaican speech forms.

Keywords: African youth languages; Jamaican; translanguaging; language contact and change; Anglophone Africa
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KENYA
Nazizi – Wedding Ring
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuIIQKg8puA
ZIMBABWE
Winky D ft. Guspy Warrior – Buss di shot
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Xv6W1EFPP8
Spiderman – She love me
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4P05_pQ5-5c
Bounty Lisa – Basa Rangu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuA0Tp_5quo
UGANDA
Ratigan – Luzinda
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpYPZE0_nNU
Pallaso ft. Queen Sheebah – go down low
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Do16VB5cBAo
Bebe Cool – Wasibukawa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEntyvcJs04
Queen Sheebah – Nkwatako
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBl2bEerZlw
ETHIOPIA
Ras Jany & Don Deltafa – Feeling Irie
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZByy0IOJpk
Ras Jany – Mi phone a ring
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8HJhsqY_uuc
Haile Roots – Melkam Yamarech
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LmiVSGMtHA
Jonny Ragga – Kulfun Seching
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nE6uUFRu_VU
Ras Biruk – More Fire
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLYeGwsI6_s
SOUTH AFRICA
Daddy Spencer – Youth Man
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cz_49CddLcc
Jahseed – Time so hard
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQABI4qhFmg
L-titude interview
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h48LVn18AG8
THE GAMBIA
BenJahmin – Soon or later
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sA9nJq9h3zc
Dr. Shaka – Life’s so serious
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uirv7Hcv3po
Junior King – Tell me now
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-_9samlXQw
Lady Quincy – Follow you
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpOYno9VnAo
Ras Pyton – Jah will see us through
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idYLItHVrV4
Rebellion D Recaller – We must rebel -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2vHif_bwUw
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