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Order Didelphimorphia 

Family Didelphidae 

 

Caluromys lanatus. It appears that the Waorani are indifferent to this species but 

commented that this opossum frequently visits their kitchens to eat ripe bananas. 

 

Didelphis marsupialis. An individual was encountered at 22:00 hours on Venado Trail 

near Cononaco River, its presence betrayed by a strong musky odor. It is a species well 

known to Waorani, who told us that, although they were not hunted for food in the past, 

they are now sometimes eaten by younger generations, who have adopted the belief that 

their meat is a remedy for body pain and other diseases. This large opossum also 

frequently killed when encountered near dwellings, in retaliation for its attacks on 

poultry or wild birds kept as pets. 

 

Marmosa waterhousei. An individual was observed 2 m above the ground, on the 

branch of a small tree, at 21:00 hours, in terra firme forest, 500 m from the Cononaco 

River. The natives indicated that this species frequents their kitchens in search of ripe 

bananas and plantains. 
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Marmososp bishopi. An individual was observed less than one meter from the ground, 

at 22:00 hours, while walking on the trunk of a fallen tree, in the terra firme forest. 

 

Philander andersoni. It was registered twice: near the camp in the community of 

Boanamo, in secondary forest, at 01:36 hours (S3 Plate 1(a)); and in terra firme forest, 

at 23:00 hours; both observations were one meter from the ground, while walking on 

fallen trunks. Following the taxonomic revision of this genus (Voss et al. 2018), 

however, the identification of the observed individuals should be considered 

preliminary until its presence can be confirmed with further observations or specimens. 

 

Order Sirenia 

Family Trichechidae 

 

Trichechus inunguis. This species is poorly studied, and one of the most threatened 

mammals with extinction in Ecuador (Tirira 2011). Its presence was mentioned in 

interviews with the elders of the community of Boanamo, who indicate it is seen most 

frequently when the Cononaco River reaches its highest flood levels. It was last 

observed in 2007. 

 

Order Cingulata 

Family Chlamyphoridae 

 

Priodontes maximus. This species is well known and frequently hunted by the Waorani. 

Its flesh is highly prized as food and its claws are used as tools or as decoration for 

necklaces. Its leathery armored shell is kept for use in many ways, including as a 

storage container or as an incubation site for laying domestic chickens. 

 

Family Dasypodidae 

 

Dasypus novemcinctus. Although not observed directly during our visit, we found 

several burrows attributable to this species based on the knowledge of the Waorani and 

the experience of the first author. Burrows were found along the following transects: 

Mono Araña Trail, Venado Trail, and Puerco Saíno Trail. Dasypus novemcinctus is well 

known by the Waorani, who take advantage of its meat because they consider it both 

tasty and of medicinal value. The consumption of its flesh is considered especially 

helpful for children, encouraging healthy and disease-free development. Their claws are 

removed and employed as scraping and digging tools. 
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Order Pilosa 

Family Bradypodidae 

 

Bradypus variegatus. On a visit in 2008, Pete Oxford (professional photographer) 

observed an adult female resting on a tree near the community of Boanamo, and kindly 

shared his record with us. It was rarely hunted in the past, largely due to their spiritual 

believes, but was occasionally captured and used as a bait to capture King Vultures 

(Sarcoramphus papa) whose feathers are prized ornaments. Nowadays the meat of B. 

variegatus is consumed, but mainly by the younger generations.  

 

Family Megalonychidae 

 

Choloepus didactylus. This species is hunted primarily to be used as bait, as the 

previous species. The older Waorani do not eat them because they believe that 

consumption of their flesh imparts laziness. Members of the younger generations, 

however, hunt this species for food. One of the Waorani we interviewed (Omayibe 

Huane) indicated that he favored this species as a pet, emphasizing that elders Waorani 

do not eat this meat, but that the Taromenane clan and the younger Waorani do. 

 

Family Cyclopedidae 

 

Cyclopes ida. One of the Waorani guides observed an individual near the community of 

Boanamo in the upper part of a tree, on the banks of the Boanamo River. This is a 

species little known by local people. Its flesh can be consumed. 

 

Family Myrmecophagidae 

 

Myrmecophaga tridactyla. This species was found dead in the forest, apparently having 

died from a snake bite (S3 Plate 1(b)), near to Bameno community, in 2010. Its nails 

were removed by the Waorani women for an ornamental necklace, and portions were 

employed as medicine. A specimen was also observed in the Mono Araña River 

Transect and a termite mound destroyed by this species was found in Sapo Trail (not 

rigorously surveyed), near Boanamo. This species is not eaten by the Waorani elders; 

however, this species is apparently considered edible by young people. Younger 

generations hold the belief that its meat is good for preventing sickness. The long hair of 

the Giant Anteaters’ tail is used in the fashioning and ornamentation of spears, and its 

claws to ornamental necklaces. Apart from ornamentation, the claws are currently 

ground into a powder and consumed by women in preparation for giving birth. The 

ingestion of this power is believed to speed up delivery and reduce the risk to mother 

and child. Some Waorani consider Giant Anteaters a threat to be feared or killed, as it 
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has been known to kill or injure both animals and humans with its formidable front 

claws. 

 

Tamandua tetradactyla. The Waorani consider this species dangerous, as it is armed 

with large front claws as is the previous species. Though this species consumed (mainly 

by young people), it is not a favored source of food, we have been told that it must be 

cooked twice, with the water used to boil it discarded before it is cooked again in fresh 

water. 

 

Order Primates 

Family Callitrichidae 

 

Cebuella pygmaea. An individual was heard and observed at 10:00 hours near 

Cononaco River, on Venado Trail. This species is captured by the Waorani for pets and, 

sometimes, as food. One of the elderly Waorani we interviewed commented that its 

meat is excellent, but he had only eaten them five times in his life. This species is 

considered a good spirit, whose presence in a house can help the sick. 

 

Leontocebus tripartitus. This primate was observed twice, along the Mono Araña Trail, 

in groups of two and three individuals. The Waorani can keep it as a pet. When 

consumed, its meat is said to prevent laziness. One of the interviewees commented that 

he once observed a Harpy Eagle (Harpia harpyja) captured this species. 

 

Family Cebidae 

 

Cebus albifrons. It was observed three times on the Mono Araña Trail (S3 Plate 1(c)). 

At 08:00 hours, a group of seven individuals was detected in association with two other 

primate species (Saimiri cassiquiarensis and Lagothrix lagothricha, ten and three 

individuals, respectively). At 06:00 and 06:15 hours, groups of five and three 

individuals were observed, respectively. All records were in the upper canopy of 

primary forest. We were told by the Waorani that this species is not make a good pet. 

Only occasionally is it hunted for food, and its meat is thought to prevent malaria and 

other diseases. 

 

Saimiri cassiquiarensis. This species was recorded twice, once in association with 

Cebus albifrons and Lagothrix lagothricha (see the account for C. albifrons for 

additional information). A large group (c. 30 individuals) was observed at 07:00 hours 

(S3 Plate 1(d)). Both records involved troops moving through the upper and middle 

strata of primary forest. Our observations were made on the Mono Araña Trail. The 

Waorani indicated that they primarily capture this species for pets. Formerly, its meat 
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was not consumed, as it was thought to cause illness. Presently, however, it is 

sometimes consumed by members of the Boanamo community. 

 

Family Aotidae 

 

Aotus vociferans. An individual was heard vocalizing at 20:00 hours on the Puerco 

Saíno Trail, a short distance from the Cononaco River. The Waorani hunt night 

monkeys only occasionally and, when killed or captured, they may be raised as pets. 

They believe that consumption of this nocturnal species prevents sleepiness and 

improves one’s ability to see at night. 

 

Family Pitheciidae 

 

Plecturocebus discolor. This species was observed four times, in groups of two to five 

individuals, either at dawn or at sunset. Most records were in secondary forest, between 

5 and 8 m above the ground (S3 Plate 1(e)). These groups appeared to prefer Cecropia 

trees, whose fruits and leaves they consumed. Additionally, a pair of P. discolor was 

observed on the Venado Trail, in primary forest, 8 m above the ground. The Waorani 

hunt this species only infrequently, mainly as food, but the young can be kept as pets. 

 

Pithecia napensis. A single individual was heard and observed at dawn, on the banks of 

the Cononaco River, a short distance from our camp. This species is infrequently killed 

for food, as some Waorani believe that eating it can give a headache. If young are 

captured, they can be kept as pets. 

 

Family Atelidae 

 

Alouatta seniculus. This was the most frequently recorded primate species during our 

study, by direct observation, via its characteristic howling vocalizations, or with camera 

traps. We recorded this species on 10 occasions, either at dawn or shortly thereafter 

(between 05:30 and 08:00 hours), or near sunset (between 17:15 and 18:00 hours). A 

group of 12 individuals was seen at 12:30 hours in a Cecropia tree near the camp. This 

troop contained at least two adult females that were carrying babies (one each). On the 

Venado Trail, a troop of seven individuals was observed, but none were carrying young 

(S3 Plate 2(a)). A camera trap at a mineral lick on Mono Araña Trail, twice recorded 

this species (S3 Plate 2(b)). On one occasion a solitary adult, and once a group of three, 

two adults and a young. The Waorani indicated that this species is hunted, although less 

frequently than the other members of the family Atelidae. The young are cared for as 

pets. The enlarged hyoid bone of this species is used as a container to collect curare. 
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Eating the meat of howler monkeys is said to improve one’s singing voice and is also 

thought to deepen its tone. 

 

Ateles belzebuth. This species was seen five times. All sightings were in primary forest, 

in the upper canopy, more than 20 m above ground, always in the morning between 

06:00 and 08:00 hours. A large group (possibly eight or more individuals) was recorded 

on the Mono Araña Trail, when one of them was observed eating a large, green, leaf-

mimicking katydid (Tettigoniidae). At the time of our visit, a juvenile being kept as a 

pet in Boanamo (S3 Plate 2(c)). This species is often hunted by the Waorani for meat, 

and during our stay an adult male was killed. Waorani think that eating spider monkey 

meat helps to prevent illness. Additionally, woman who eat their meat are thought to 

have improved success when growing crops. 

 

Lagothrix lagothricha poeppigii. This species was registered in association with troops 

of both Cebus albifrons and Saimiri cassiquiarensis (see additional information under 

the C. albifrons account). Along the Mono Araña Trail, two groups (of four and six 

individuals) were observed in terra firme forest, 20 m above the ground (S3 Plate 2(d)). 

The flesh of this species is prized, and it is frequently hunted by the Waorani. The 

retention of juveniles as pets is also a frequent practice. When consumed by pregnant or 

breast-feeding mothers, Lagothrix meat is said to improve the health of their children. 

 

Order Rodentia 

Family Sciuridae 

 

Hadrosciurus spadiceus. This squirrel was observed twice along the Puerco Saíno Trail, 

between 07:00 and 08:00 hours. Once we observed a solitary individual, and on the 

other occasion two were seen together. On both occasions they were seen foraging in 

the mid-canopy, c. 5 m above the ground. This species is only occasionally hunted by 

the Waorani. It is believed that the consumption of squirrel meat by pregnant mothers or 

by mothers who are breast-feeding is helpful for preventing sickness in their children. 

 

Microsciurus flaviventer. This species was three times observed in secondary forest, at 4 

and 6 m above the ground, along the beginning of the Puerco Saíno Trail (S3 Plate 

2(e)), in primary forest only a few meters from the Cononaco River. These records were 

at 07:00, 10:00, and 17:00 hours on separate days. This species is infrequently hunted 

by the Waorani. 

 

 

 

 



D. G. Tirira et al. (2020): Mammals of Boanamo, Waorani territory, Ecuador 

7 

Family Cricetidae 

 

Hylaeamys yunganus. An adult male (QCAZ 13573) was caught in a Sherman trap 

placed at ground level in seasonally flooded forest, 5 m from the Cononaco River along 

the Puerco Saíno Trail. 

 

Neacomys rosalindae. An adult male (QCAZ 13587; S3 Plate 3(a)) was captured on the 

Venado Trail, in a pitfall trap located 10 m from the Cononaco River in seasonally 

flooded forest. 

 

Oecomys bicolor. An adult male (not collected; S3 Plate 3(b)) was captured in a pitfall 

trap along the Puerco Saíno Trail. The trap was set 40 m from the Cononaco River, in 

seasonally flooded forest. 

 

Family Erethizontidae 

 

Coendou prehensilis. An adult was recorded twice during the night by camera traps at a 

mineral lick on the Mono Araña Trail (S3 Plate 3(c)). Additionally, a local guide 

observed an individual at 19:30 hours at another mineral lick on the Puerco Saíno Trail. 

This porcupine species is well known to the Waorani. Although formerly it was not 

hunted, young people occasionally eat them, and the women use their quills to make 

handicrafts. 

 

Family Caviidae 

 

Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris. This species was recorded seven times, always near the 

Cononaco River, both while traveling by canoe and while walking the Puerto Saíno, 

Venado, and Boanamo River transects (S3 Plate 3(d)). The records included 

observations of solitary individuals, as well as footprints left on the sandy beaches of 

the river banks (S3 Plate 3(e)). Footprint evidence suggested that up to three individuals 

sometimes travel together. At the entrance to Venado Trail, on the banks of the 

Cononaco River, an adult female with two young was observed at 16:00 hours. At the 

same location, on another day, a sleeping individual was observed at 07:00 hours. This 

species is hunted only occasionally, its flesh being little appreciated. When slaughtered 

for its meat, however, the fat is used for cooking, and the teeth saved for necklaces. Its 

claws are also used for decorative purposes. 
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Family Dasyproctidae 

 

Dasyprocta fuliginosa. This species was observed three times, always between 08:00 

and 12:00 hours (S3 Plate 3(f)), twice near the community of Boanamo and once along 

the Mono Araña Trail. This species is frequently hunted by the Waorani as they 

consider it a pest of their crops. Its flesh is consumed and its pups kept as pets. 

 

Myoprocta pratti. This species was observed three times, always in primary terra firme 

forest, at 09:00, 12:00, and 16:00 hours, respectively. It is hunted for food, although 

infrequently, and the pups are kept as pets. Its flesh is considered to have medicinal 

properties. 

 

Family Cuniculidae 

 

Cuniculus paca. An individual was observed at 21:00 hours, and tracks were found in 

terra firme forest. Nowadays, this species is hunted frequently, though previously the 

elders informed us that it was considered a taboo animal. During our stay an individual 

was killed, and we were informed by the hunter that he considers this species to have 

“the best meat in the world.” The incisors of this rodent are used to make tools, 

including to forming the channel in their bows, into which the string is seated. The 

young are sometimes kept as pets. 

 

Order Lagomorpha 

Family Leporidae 

 

Sylvilagus defilippi. This species was observed on two occasions, once near our camp 

and once behind the community of Boanamo, at 20:30 and 23:00 hours, respectively. 

Although this species was historically not hunted for food, it is apparently now 

consumed if captured. The taxonomy of this species follows Ruedas et al. (2017, p. 53), 

who considers that the specimens from the Ecuadorian Amazonia belong to a different 

species then Sylvilagus brasiliensis (sensu stricto), which is a species restricted to 

Eastern Amazonia. However, there are pending studies to confirm the specific 

characteristics and the new name, defilippi, which would be the most suitable for its 

antiquity. 

 

Order Chiroptera 

Family Emballonuridae 

 

Rhynchonycteris naso. Groups of roosting this species were observed several times 

along the Cononaco and Boanamo rivers. On the trip between Bameno and Boanamo, 
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six groups were observed (S3 Plate 4(a)). On the journeys along the Cononaco River to 

the start of the Puerto Saíno Trail, three groups were observed. A single group was 

sighted along the Boanamo River. On the route between Boanamo and the bridge over 

the Shiripuno River, seven groups were observed. Groups consisted of 2–12 individuals. 

In all cases, the bats rested on the lower surfaces of tree trunks protruding from the 

river, 1–2.5 m above the water level, leaving their roosts if our canoe passed closer than 

3–4 m. Additionally, two adult males were captured in the Boanamo River Transect (S3 

Plate 4(b)). 

 

Saccopteryx bilineata. The color of the hair of the specimen QCAZ 13594, captured in 

the Puerco Saíno Trail, was of an unusual reddish brown (S3 Plate 4(c–d)), contrary to 

the usual dark brown chocolate of the species. 

 

Family Phyllostomidae 

 

Desmodus rotundus. A single adult male was captured on the Venado Trail (S3 Plate 

5(a)). The Waorani indicated that this species of vampire bat feeds of blood from dogs 

in the community relatively frequently, but rarely on people. The last remembered bite 

of a person was in 2011, when a 10-year-old boy was reportedly bitten. There are have 

been no reported cases of humans contracting rabies in this region. The Waorani 

consider bats, in general, as malignant animals, as illustrated by the following story told 

to us by the elders of Boanamo: Two brothers went to the forest. There a man appeared 

in the form of smoke, he was Murciélago (Spanish for “Bat”), who offered them a round 

fruit, like the passion fruit. One of the brothers ate the fruit, then he died and 

Murciélago threw himself on him to suck his whole body leaving only his bones, 

because he ate all the meat. The other brother managed to escape and tell the story. 

 

Trachops cirrhosus. Two adults were captured near a mineral lick; a non-breeding male, 

and female (QCAZ 13596; S3 Plate 7(a)) mid-way through gestation (embryo 18 mm). 

An additional individual was observed at Bameno while roosting inside a termite nest. 

 

Artibeus planirostris. Twenty-six individuals of this species were captured (S3 Plate 

8(d)). Of the 10 males, 5 of them had scrotal testes; and three of the 16 females were in 

the advanced stages of gestation. 

Mesophylla macconnelli. A single adult female (QCAZ 13580; S3 Plate 8(f)), with an 

embryo in advanced stage of development (21 mm), was captured by a mineral lick. 

 

Vampyressa thyone. Three adult individuals were captured near a mineral lick, a non-

breeding male (QCAZ 13598) and two females in advanced gestation (only one was 

collected: QCAZ 13599, embryo: 20 mm; S3 Plate 9(b–c)). The collected female 
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presented a malformation in the left denture (S3 Plate 9(d)). The upper dental row is 

complete and according to the dental formula of the species; however, the cusps of the 

premolars and molars of the left side are compressed and excessively worn down. The 

lower dental row is seriously atrophied on the left side, with short and damage canine, 

premolars and molars. 

 

Family Noctilionidae 

 

Noctilio albiventris. This species was observed regularly between 18:20 and 19:30 

hours, foraging over the waters of the Cononaco River. Three individuals were captured 

along the Boanamo River Transect, among them an adult female (QCAZ 13588; S3 

Plate 10(a)) with an embryo in an advanced stage of development (32 mm). This record 

supports the proposed breeding cycle of this species in northern portions of the 

Ecuadorian Amazon, where gestation was hypothesized to extend into September, with 

birthing beginning in late September and October (Tirira and de Vries 1994).  

 

Family Vespertilionidae 

 

Myotis nigricans. Eight adult individuals were captured, four males (one collected: 

QCAZ 13585; S3 Plate 10(d)) and four females. All males had scrotal testes, but the 

females showed no signs of active reproduction. Preliminary information of a genetic 

analysis shows that this specimen would belong to an undescribed species. 

 

Myotis riparius. An adult female (QCAZ 13586; S3 Plate 10(e)), with an embryo in the 

advanced stages of development (22 mm), was captured in a net placed adjacent to a 

mineral lick. 

 

Order Carnivora 

Family Felidae 

 

Herpailurus yagouaroundi. A Waorani reported having observed an individual of 

blackish coloration a couple of months before our visit, on the banks of the Cononaco 

River, upstream of Boanamo. We were told that its skull can be used as ornamentation, 

but it is apparently not eaten. 

 

Leopardus pardalis. An adult was recorded during the night by camera trap at a mineral 

lick on the Mono Araña Trail; also, we recorded some tracks in Sapo Trail (not 

rigorously surveyed). Hunting of this species was formerly avoided by Waorani, 

because it was believed that dead people were reincarnated as ocelots. This myth is 

largely ignored at present, and the pups are sometimes kept as pets. As with all the large 
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cats, they are now hunted for the use of their canine teeth and claws in necklaces and 

their skin for use as decoration or as a blanket. 

 

Leopardus wiedii. The canine teeth and claws of this species are used in necklaces, 

though they are less prized that those of the previous species. 

 

Puma concolor. Though not considered edible, its canine teeth and claws are used to 

fashion jewelry, while its skull is used as decorations in their homes. 

 

Panthera onca. We recorded some tracks in Sapo Trail (not rigorously surveyed). This 

species is not eaten by the Waorani but is hunted for fear and superstition or for the 

market value of its pelt and other parts. The canine teeth and claws are highly valued by 

the Waorani, who use them to fashion necklaces. Their pelt and skull are sometimes 

worn as camouflage while hunting but can also be sold at the market in Coca. The 

young can be kept as pets.  

 

Family Canidae 

 

Speothos venaticus. This species was documented by the elders as occurring in the 

vicinity of the community of Boanamo. They reported a group of five individuals seen 

foraging together in 2011, a short distance from Boanamo on the banks of the Cononaco 

River. In Ecuador, this species is little known and threatened (Tirira 2011). 

 

Family Procyonidae 

 

Nasua nasua. During our stay, the Waorani killed and consumed an adult male. Its 

canine teeth were extracted for making a necklace and its penis bone was collected for 

sale as an aphrodisiac (these can be sold in the Coca market for 30$ USD). The young 

are kept as pets. 

 

Potos flavus. We encountered this species on six occasions, all between 20:00 and 23:00 

hours, but within several habitat types: terra firme forest, seasonally flooded forest, an 

in-forest mineral lick, and secondary forest. It is a species well known to the Waorani. 

At the time of our visit, a young male was being kept as a pet at Boanamo. In addition 

to considering this species edible, the Waorani believe that consumption of its flesh 

helps to improve vision, particularly at night. 
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Family Mustelidae 

 

Lontra longicaudis. An individual was observed 500 m upstream of Boanamo, while 

swimming in the Cononaco River at 10:00 hours. The young of this species are kept as 

pets by the Waorani. 

 

Pteronura brasiliensis. This is another little-known species and one of the mammals 

most threatened by extinction in Ecuadorian Amazon (Tirira 2011). We observed one 

individual on the Cononaco River, about 20 km downstream of the community of 

Boanamo. The Waorani reported that this species is easy to observe in the dry season, 

when the river water level is low. 

 

Eira barbara. Although the Waorani eat this species, they also hunt it because of the 

threat it poses to their domestic animals (chickens). 

 

Order Perissodactyla 

Family Tapiridae 

 

Tapirus terrestris. This species was registered twice by a camera trap on the Mono 

Araña Trail, both times at night (S3 Plate 10(f)). Tracks were also found at several 

locations in terra firme forest, as well the skull of an individual, that appeared to have 

died by natural causes. Formerly, the tapir was considered a taboo animal and its meat 

was not consumed. Presently, its consumption is practiced by all of the inhabitants of 

Boanamo. The dried skin of this species is used as a sleeping matt, a used practiced 

even before, when the consumption of its meat was not accepted. The teeth of hunted 

individuals are made into necklaces, while live-captured young are kept as pets. 

 

Order Artiodactyla 

Family Tayassuidae 

 

Pecari tajacu. Two groups, of three and five individuals, respectively, were observed, 

one each in terra firme and seasonally flooded forest. The meat of this species is 

favored, and it is frequently hunted. Their canines can be used to make collars and the 

young are sometimes be domesticated. 

 

Tayassu pecari. A group of more than a hundred individuals was observed as it crossed 

the Cononaco River, halfway between Boanamo and Bameno. The herd included adults, 

subadults, and dependent young. Our Waorani guides captured two infants by hand, 

releasing them after a few minutes (S3 Plate 11(a)). During our stay, the Waorani killed 

a female with two embryos in an advanced stage of development in the Puerco Saíno 



D. G. Tirira et al. (2020): Mammals of Boanamo, Waorani territory, Ecuador 

13 

Trail (S3 Plate 11(b–c)). Its skull was preserved (QCAZ 13605). We also have two 

records of this species captured by our camera traps that recorded groups visiting a 

mineral lick (S3 Plate 11(d)). The flesh of this species is much appreciated, and it is the 

most commonly hunted mammal in the community of Boanamo. Waorani believe that 

eating peccaries confers strength, and its canine teeth (less frequently the hooves) are 

used to make necklaces. Additionally, if captured young, this species can be 

domesticated. 

 

Family Cervidae 

 

Mazama murelia. An adult female was observed in the Mono Araña River Transect at 

10:00 hours. It is a well-known, but little used species, sometimes hunted by the 

Waorani for meat. 

 

Mazama zamora. This species was recorded three times. Two adult females were 

observed in terra firme forest, and a male was captured by our camera trap at a mineral 

lick (S3 Plate 11(e)). Additionally, numerous footprints of this species were 

encountered. Formerly, the meat of the Red Brocket Deer was considered taboo, and 

even to touching it was forbidden. The elders thought that the souls of the deceased 

were reincarnated in these animals. Despite the fact that most Waorani elders still avoid 

this animal, the younger generations will kill them for food or to use as bait to attract 

King Vultures (see Bradypus variegatus). Some of the younger Waorani mentioned 

keeping a young Red Brocket Deer as a pet, a practice that was formerly avoided. 

 

Family Iniidae 

 

Inia geoffrensis. An individual was observed along the Cononaco River when we 

arrived at the Boanamo Community. The Waorani commented to us that this species is 

frequently observed, especially when the Cononaco River reaches its highest flood 

levels. Its teeth are used by the Waorani to make necklaces. 
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