
    

    Skip to content

    
    
        
            
                

            
        
    
    

    
    
            














    
    
    
        
        
            


    
        
        Should you have institutional access?
        Here's how to get it ...
    




        
        
        
            

    
    
        
    

            
                

        
    
    
        
            
                
                
                    
                

            

        

    


    

                
                
                    
                    
                        
                            
                        
                        
                            € EUR - Euro

                            £ GBP - Pound

                            $ USD - Dollar

                        

                    

                    
                    
                        
                        EN
                        
                        
                        
                            
                            English
                            
                        
                            
                            Deutsch
                            
                        
                        

                    

                    
                    


    



    
    0


                    
                    

                

            

        
        
        
            







    
    
    
        Subjects
    

    
        Skip section

        
            Browse Publications By Subject
        
        

        
            
                
                    	
                                
                                    Architecture and Design
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Asian and Pacific Studies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business and Economics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Chemistry
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Classical and Ancient Near Eastern Studies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Computer Sciences
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Cultural Studies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Engineering
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    General Interest
                                
                            


                

            
                
                    	
                                
                                    Geosciences
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    History
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Industrial Chemistry
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Jewish Studies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Law
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Library and Information Science, Book Studies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life Sciences
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Linguistics and Semiotics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Literary Studies
                                
                            


                

            
                
                    	
                                
                                    Materials Sciences
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Mathematics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Medicine
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Music
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Pharmacy
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Philosophy
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Physics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Social Sciences
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Sports and Recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Theology and Religion
                                
                            


                

            
        

    

    
    
    
        For Authors
    

    
        Skip section

        
            
                For Journal Authors
            
            

            	
        Publish your article
    
	
        The role of authors
    
	
        Promoting your article
    
	
        Abstracting & indexing
    
	
        Publishing Ethics
    


        

        
            
                For Book Authors
            
            

            	
        Why publish with De Gruyter
    
	
        How to publish with De Gruyter
    
	
        Our book series
    
	
        Our subject areas
    


        

        
            
                For Database Authors
            
            

            	
        Your digital product at De Gruyter
    
	
        Contribute to our reference works
    


        

    

    
    
    
        Services
    

    
        Skip section

        
            
                For Librarians
            
            

            	
        Product information
    
	
        Tools & resources
    
	
        FAQs
    
	
        Contacts
    


        

        
            
                For Book Sellers & Library Suppliers
            
            

            	
        Product Information
    
	
        Promotional Materials
    
	
        Orders and Inquiries
    
	
        FAQ for Library Suppliers and Book Sellers
    


        

        
            
                Rights & Permissions
            
            

            	
        Repository Policy
    
	
        Free access policy
    


        

    

    
    
    
        Publications
    

    
        Skip section

        
        
            
                Open Access
            
            

            	
        Books
    
	
        Articles
    
	
        Open Access agreements
    


        

        
        
            
                Publication types
            
            

            	
                    Books
                
	
                    Journals
                
	
                    Databases
                
	
        Database portals
    


        

        
        
            
                
                    
                        Subjects we publish
                    
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        	Architecture and Design
	Arts
	Asian and Pacific Studies
	Business and Economics
	Chemistry
	Classical and Ancient Near Eastern Studies
	Computer Sciences
	Cultural Studies
	Engineering
	General Interest


                    

                
                    
                        	Geosciences
	History
	Industrial Chemistry
	Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies
	Jewish Studies
	Law
	Library and Information Science, Book Studies
	Life Sciences
	Linguistics and Semiotics
	Literary Studies


                    

                
                    
                        	Materials Sciences
	Mathematics
	Medicine
	Music
	Pharmacy
	Philosophy
	Physics
	Social Sciences
	Sports and Recreation
	Theology and Religion


                    

                
            

        

    

    
    
    
        About
    

    
        Skip section

        
        
            
                
                    
                        Contact
                    
                    

                

            

            
                
                    	
        For Authors
    
	
        Customer service
    
	
        People + Culture
    
	
        Press
    
	
        Sales
    
	
        Journal Management
    


                

                
                    	
        Partner Publishers
    
	
        Open Access
    
	
        Advertising
    
	
        Review Copies
    
	
        Inspection Copies
    
	
        Legal
    


                

            

        

        
        
            Career
            

            	
        How to join us
    
	
        Vacancies
    
	
        Working at De Gruyter
    


        

        
        
            
                About De Gruyter
            
            

            	
        Mission & Vision
    
	
        Imprints
    
	
        History
    
	
        De Gruyter Foundation
    
	
        De Gruyter Ebound
    
	
        Locations
    
	
        Our Responsibility
    


        

        
        
            
                Partnerships
            
            

            	
        Partner publishers
    
	
        Press
    
	
        FAQs
    


        

    



        
    

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    
                
            
            
                
                    
                    
                
            
            
                
                


    



    
    0


                
                    
                    
                
            
            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                
                    
                

            

        

    


    

            
                
                    

                    
                    
                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                        
                    
                

                
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        SUBJECTS
                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Browse Publications By Subject
                                    
                                    	
                                                    
                                                        Architecture and Design
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Arts
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Asian and Pacific Studies
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Business and Economics
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Chemistry
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Classical and Ancient Near Eastern Studies
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Computer Sciences
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Cultural Studies
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Engineering
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        General Interest
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Geosciences
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        History
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Industrial Chemistry
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Jewish Studies
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Law
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Library and Information Science, Book Studies
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Life Sciences
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Linguistics and Semiotics
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Literary Studies
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Materials Sciences
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Mathematics
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Medicine
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Music
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Pharmacy
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Philosophy
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Physics
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Social Sciences
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Sports and Recreation
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Theology and Religion
                                                    
                                                


                                

                            

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    FOR AUTHORS
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            For Journal Authors
                                        
                                        	
        Publish your article
    
	
        The role of authors
    
	
        Promoting your article
    
	
        Abstracting & indexing
    
	
        Publishing Ethics
    



                                        
                                            For Book Authors
                                        
                                        	
        Why publish with De Gruyter
    
	
        How to publish with De Gruyter
    
	
        Our book series
    
	
        Our subject areas
    



                                        
                                            For Database Authors
                                        
                                        	
        Your digital product at De Gruyter
    
	
        Contribute to our reference works
    


                                    

                                

                            

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                
                                SERVICES
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            For Librarians
                                        
                                        	
        Product information
    
	
        Tools & resources
    
	
        FAQs
    
	
        Contacts
    



                                        
                                            For Book Sellers & Library Suppliers
                                        
                                        	
        Product Information
    
	
        Promotional Materials
    
	
        Orders and Inquiries
    
	
        FAQ for Library Suppliers and Book Sellers
    



                                        
                                            Rights & Permissions
                                        
                                        	
        Repository Policy
    
	
        Free access policy
    


                                    

                                

                            

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    PUBLICATIONS
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Open Access
                                        
                                        	
        Books
    
	
        Articles
    
	
        Open Access agreements
    



                                        
                                        Publication types
                                        
                                        	
                                                Books
                                            
	
                                                Journals
                                            
	
                                                Databases
                                            
	
        Database portals
    



                                        
                                            Subjects we publish
                                        
                                        
                                            	Architecture and Design
	Arts
	Asian and Pacific Studies
	Business and Economics
	Chemistry
	Classical and Ancient Near Eastern Studies
	Computer Sciences
	Cultural Studies
	Engineering
	General Interest


                                        
                                            	Geosciences
	History
	Industrial Chemistry
	Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies
	Jewish Studies
	Law
	Library and Information Science, Book Studies
	Life Sciences
	Linguistics and Semiotics
	Literary Studies


                                        
                                            	Materials Sciences
	Mathematics
	Medicine
	Music
	Pharmacy
	Philosophy
	Physics
	Social Sciences
	Sports and Recreation
	Theology and Religion


                                        
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    ABOUT
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Contact
                                        
                                        	
        For Authors
    
	
        Customer service
    
	
        People + Culture
    
	
        Press
    
	
        Sales
    
	
        Journal Management
    



                                        
                                            Career
                                        
                                        	
        How to join us
    
	
        Vacancies
    
	
        Working at De Gruyter
    



                                        
                                            About De Gruyter
                                        
                                        	
        Mission & Vision
    
	
        Imprints
    
	
        History
    
	
        De Gruyter Foundation
    
	
        De Gruyter Ebound
    
	
        Locations
    
	
        Our Responsibility
    



                                        
                                            Partnerships
                                        
                                        
	
        Partner publishers
    



                                            	
        Press
    



                                            	
        FAQs
    


                                        
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    


                    
                        
                        
                            Change language
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    English
                                
                            
                                
                                    Deutsch
                                
                            
                        


                        
                        
                            Change currency
                        
                        
                            € EUR
                            £ GBP
                            $ USD
                        

                    

                

            

        

    

    

    



        
    
    



    
    



    
        
            
                
                    
                
                
        Your purchase has been completed.  Your documents are now available to view.

        
            
        

    
            

        

    





    
        
        

            

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                








    
        
        
                


        
                
                
                    
                    Licensed
                
                
                
                    
                    
                    Unlicensed
                    
                    Requires Authentication
                
            
    

            
    

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                            
                                Published by De Gruyter
                            
                        
                
                
                    October 24, 2016
                
                
            
        
    




 Trailing Nietzsche: Gershom Scholem and the Sabbatean Dialectics
 


 
















	
        
        
        David Ohana
        
        
        
        
        
    
    








        From the journal Nietzsche-Studien

        https://doi.org/10.1515/nietzstu-2016-0117

        

    

                            

                            
                        

                    


                    
                    
                        
                        
                        
                                



    Cite this


                            
                        
    Share this


                        
                        
                        

                        



                    


                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    


                    
                    
                        
                            

                                
                                





                                
                                

                                





    
        
        
            
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        Showing a limited preview of this publication:
                    

                
            

        


        
                
                    
    
        Abstract
 Gershom Scholem, the most predominant scholar of Jewish Mysticism in our times, is highly known for his contribution to the field of Jewish history. But his intellectual origins lay in his adolescence, and in his heretical-philosophical criticism of the Judeo-Christian morality and the ideology of the German bourgeoisie. These early impressions and thoughts appeared in one of his first Hebrew articles, “Redemption Through Sin”, published in Palestine in 1937. Scholem’s discussion analyzed the “nihilistic revolution” of the Sabbataeans and Frankists in the seventeenth and eighteenth century in Europe, whose main feature was the rejection of the normative ethics of rabbinic Judaism. The hidden core of the young Scholem, his revolutionary thought, was followed by an early encounter with the writings of Friedrich Nietzsche. The dream of young Scholem, as revealed by his diary, to write “Zarathustra for the Jews”, eventually came into being in an original adaptation. His great book Sabbatai Sevi (1957), can be read as a Nietzschean re-reading of “Redemption Through Sin”. The biography of Sabbatai Sevi as a Jewish Zarathustra may provide refreshing insights into the development of Scholem’s thought and an opportunity to challenge him through an analogical perspective.

Zusammenfassung
 Gershom Scholem, der maßgebliche Gelehrte unserer Zeit in Sachen jüdischer Mystizismus, ist bestens bekannt auch für seinen Beitrag auf dem Feld der jüdischen Geschichte. Aber seine intellektuellen Ursprünge lagen in seiner Jugend und seiner damaligen häretisch-philosophischen Kritik der jüdisch-christlichen Moralität und der Ideologie der deutschen Bourgeoisie. Diese frühen Eindrücke und Gedanken erschienen in einem seiner ersten hebräischen Artikel, Erlösung durch Sünde, veröffentlicht in Palästina 1937. Scholem nahm sich in seiner Analyse die „nihilistische Revolution“ der Sabbatäer und Frankisten im 17. und 18. Jahrhundert in Europa vor, deren Grundhaltung die Ablehnung der normativen Ethik des rabbinischen Judentums war. Das ihm selbst noch verborgene revolutionäre Denken des jungen Scholem stieß in der Folge auf die Schriften Friedrich Nietzsches. Der Traum des jungen Scholem, einen „Zarathustra für die Juden“ zu schreiben, kam schließlich in einer originellen Adaptation zutage. Sein großes Buch Sabbatai Zwi (1957) kann als neue nietzscheanische Lektüre von Erlösung durch Sünde gelesen werden. Die Biographie von Sabbatai Zwi als jüdischem Zarathustra könnte zu anregend neuen Einsichten in die Entwicklung von Scholems Denken führen und zugleich die Gelegenheit geben, ihn durch eine analoge Perspektive herauszufordern. 

Keywords: Gershom Scholem; Nihilism; Religion; Messianism; Sabbateanism
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