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Preface 

In the summer semester 1999 and in the winter semester 1999/2000 two series of lectures 
("Areallinguistik; Arealtypologie/Areal Linguistics; Areal Typology"; "Prädikation/Predi-
cation") were held within the framework of the Colloquium Linguisticum Bremen at the uni-
versity of Bremen. The lectures of NORBERT BORETZKY and MARIA EUGENIA VAZQUEZ-LAS-

LOP were given in the series Areal Linguistics/Areal Typology. The articles of J. BATEMAN and 
B. WÄLCHLI are scripts of the lectures given in the winter semester 1999/2000 as part of the 
series Predication. 

In the article "Multilinguality and multifunctionality in linguistic description - and some 
possible applications" J. BATEMAN is pursuing the more general methodological question, as 
to what extent the independently evolved traditions of contrastive language description and 
language typology, which both examine the varieties as well as the similarities of languages, 
could profit from each other. He describes in particular the approaches of multilingual nat-
ural language generation, which were developed within the computional linguistics. 

N. BORETZKY examines in his contribution "Natural Morphology and the development of 
the Slavic present paradigm" the changes, that the present paradigm has undergone in the 
Slavic languages. He parts from the Old Bulgarian paradigm, for lack of other sources, as 
representative of a supposed common Slavic language and states that neighboring Slavic lan-
guages are more similar to one another than languages spoken at distance and that the 
degree of innovation increases from northeast to southwest but decreases towards southeast. 
He gives explanations for the processes within the individual languages by referring to mark-
edness considerations (GREENBERG) as well as to principles of Naturalness (MAYERTHALER). 

Regarding the areal point of view of the changes he brings to bear in the first instance the 
contact argument, furthermore sociolinguistic considerations (influence of the sacral and lit-
erary languages) and the actualness argument. 

M. VAZQUEZ-LASLOP tries to explain in her contribution "Deontic meaning and subject 
selection: a common problem of modal auxilaries and control verbs" the selection of the sub-
ject in sentences with deontic verbs, i.e. verbs which signify some kind of social commitment. 
She suggests to include the pragmatic and the semantic-syntactic dimension in a schema. 
Within this schema the manifestations of speeech-event participants and narrated-event 
participants could make the discursive strategies of the speaker more comprehensible. 

In the article "Infinite predication as a marker of evidentiality and modality in the lan-
guages of the Baltic region" B. WÄLCHLI discusses two moods or mood-like constructions: 
The evidential in Estonian, Livonian, Latvian and Lithuanian and the debitive expressing 
modality in Latvian and Livonian. B. WÄLCHLI asks the question to what extent the two 
moods, which occur in neighboring but not genetically related languages, represent parallel 
grammaticalizations. There is some evidence from Latvian that the evidential could have 
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spread from Estonian and Livonian. Furthermore, the debitive in Latvian and Livonian is a 
clear case of partial parallel grammaticalization, since there is a clear diachronic evidence 
and some structural and functional isomorphism. 
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