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This book has been my hardest and longest marathon. From San
Francisco, Los Angeles, Phoenix, and now Chicago, writing this book
is probably one of the most solitary, exhausting, and humbling activities
in which I have ever engaged in my life. I am indebted to a community
of support that sustained me in this journey.
First, I thank all the men and women who participated in this project in the Philippines, Arizona, and Texas for giving life to the transnational process that I try to uncover in this book. I grew up in a migrant
family, but the knowledge I possessed prior to entering the field was not
even close to what I learned in my research. The labor-brokering process
is much more intricate and complicated than I’d known, as brokers
showed me, and the struggles and sacrifices of workers much deeper, as
I came to see as nurses shared with me their work, dreams, and disappointments. I hope that I have done some justice to representing their
perspectives and experiences, although I realize that my representation is
partial and my analysis likely to be in disagreement with theirs. Special
thanks go to the Philippine Nursing Association of Arizona for opening
their doors and introducing me to a vibrant community of Filipino
nurses.
At Rutgers University Press, I am grateful to my editor, Adi Hovav,
whose enthusiasm for this project has meant the world to me. As this is
my first book, I did not know what having an editor meant. Adi not
only walked me through the book publishing process, but, much to my
amazement, also read through each chapter and worked closely with me
on my writing. Adi guided me to find, and in some ways resurrect, my
voice. She reminded me about the importance of representation and
clarity to engage a wider audience. For this and her patience and understanding of the various life circumstances that affected the production of
the book, I am grateful. I appreciate the support that Leslie Mitchner
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through the process of writing and Adele for her unrelenting support
and “you go, girl” sentiments that continue to sustain me beyond graduate school. I thank Aihwa Ong for her enthusiasm about the project
and for her often firm, yet gentle, encouragement to get the book out.
As a postdoctoral fellow at the Institute of Labor and Employment
at the University of California, Los Angeles, I was fortunate to be under
the wings of Ruth Milkman, who provided me the mentorship, intellectual space, and resources to complete the second phase of the project.
I especially thank Ruth for helping me shape the book during its initial
stages and for her unyielding support in the career transitions that fundamentally enabled me to complete the book.
At Arizona State University (ASU) at the West Campus, where I
landed my first job and where the actual writing began, I am grateful to
several people. First and foremost I want to acknowledge my Ethnic
Studies Manuscript Group—Shari Collins Chobanian, Gloria Cuádraz,
C. Alejandra Elenes, and Michelle Telléz. I thank them for reading various incarnations of the manuscript and for their honest and incisive
comments throughout as we met weekly and even during the summer
months in Phoenix when the heat made it difficult to be outdoors. This
community of women acted much like an intellectual boot camp of sorts
where many healthy disagreements and debates occurred, but it was
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also a place of refuge and inspiration. The book is better not only
because of the feedback they provided but also because of what I learned
from their work. I thank Shari for sharing her passion about environmental refugees. I am grateful to Alejandra for bringing me into the
world of La Llorona, La Virgen de Guadalupe, and La Malinche and look
forward to seeing her book. I was happy to have a glimpse of Gloria’s
oral history project and her valiant efforts to recuperate the longforgotten contributions of Mexican American migrant workers to the
economy of Litchfield Park as they toiled and lived in its labor camps. I
am inspired by the work that Michelle has done with the community of
Maclovio Rojas and her commitment to give voice to their struggles.
Her work will, undoubtedly be a brilliant book. I am honored to have
been part of this community and am indebted for their friendships and
ongoing support.
Second, I appreciate the time with my ASU colleagues at Social and
Behavioral Sciences—an eclectic interdisciplinary group. Special thanks
to Mary Burleson, Luis Cabrera, David Coon, Julie Murphy Erfani,
Sonya Glavac, Sara Gutierrez, Jeff Juris, Tom Keil, Kristin Koptiuch,
Dawn McQuiston-Surrett, Jose Nañez, Luis Plascencia, William
Simmons, Barbara Tinsley, and Suzanne Vaughan. Mary and David’s
sense of humor especially came in handy during those long nights where
we competed to see who could stay in their offices the latest. Bill Simmons offered welcoming distractions to the book through the Border
Justice events. Luis Cabrera’s weekly check-ins about my “progress” kept
me on my toes, as did Suzanne’s gentle reminders to keep my eyes on my
research when times got tough. I appreciate the conversations with Luis
Plascencia—a fellow Sun Valley Junior High School graduate—whose
interests in migration and theoretical insights provided a much needed
intellectual support. I am indebted to Kristin Koptiuch for her faith in
my work, for showing me the excitement of teaching, and for letting me
be an anthropologist. Barbara Tinsley gave me the time I needed work
on the manuscript at a crucial time and for that I am grateful. A special
mention goes to Lisa Kammerlocher, the Social and Behavioral Sciences
Department’s liaison librarian extraordinaire, whose friendship, humor,
and sense of social justice also made ASU so welcoming.
At the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC), I am fortunate to
have found a supportive home in sociology with colleagues who have
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made this transition easy and helped provide a space where I can finish
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Orum for being my mentoring team and Tony for reading portions of
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support allows me to do the work that I do.
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