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I am enormously grateful to all who helped this book happen, from friends in the field, to mentors in the academy,
to family (and new friends) who convalesced me back to
health upon my return home.
To Anne, Merritt, Bill, David, Andrea, James, Cris, Taz,
Rowenn, Michael, Kristin, Sean, Brandt, Heather, Judy, Leo,
Carlitos, Januário, Falume, António, Chila, and Fátima, none
of this was possible without you.
(I learned from conducting ethnography in Africa)
“The writer should never be ashamed of staring. There is
nothing that does not require his attention.”
–Flannery O’Connor
I was raised in a matrilineal tribe, and so . . .
(I learned from Mom and Nan)
“You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a
new dream.”
–C. S. Lewis
(I learned from my Aunt)
“Contrariwise, if it was so, it might be; and if it were so, it
would be; but as it isn’t, it ain’t. That’s logic.”
–Lewis Carroll
If you’re reading this, I thank you too for your time and
energy.

