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While so many relationships proved unreliable in the face
of illness, my research revealed the steadfast and unwavering bond between mother and daughter. Women lucky
enough to have their mothers were protected from the
worst social consequences. They were advocated for and
rarely alone.
This work is part of my story with my own mother. When
her diagnosis came, days before I boarded my plane to
Niger, she wouldn’t let me stay. When her treatments failed,
she wouldn’t let me stop. She was a seeker of knowledge,
a fighter for justice, and my strongest supporter. She, an
immovable force, always at my side.
This is for her.

