ack now ledgments

I

would fi rst like to thank the most crucial colleagues and institutions
for their support. Without them a scholarly book of this nature could
be barely conceived, let alone be brought to fruition. Nancy Armstrong
and Len Tennenhouse invited me to give a talk at Brown University on
Eliza Haywood’s Adventures of Eovaai more than a decade ago, since
which time I have profited immensely from their generosity and friendship, given that they are now my cherished colleagues at Duke University.
Subsequently, Paula Backscheider and Catherine Ingrassia convinced me
to write an essay on Marana’s L’espion turc for their excellent Blackwell
anthology on the eighteenth-century novel, and Anthony Strugnell and
Frédéric Ogée invited me to talk about Diderot’s Les bijoux indiscrets at
the Clark Library. Another invitation to the Clark Library came from Felicity Nussbaum and Saree Makdisi, this time to talk about The Arabian
Nights and, more specifically, Frances Sheridan’s The History of Nourjahad. These four invitations, all of which led to dry runs rehearsing different arguments for the book in article form, are probably the most responsible for germinating this book.
The book did have earlier roots: I was shocked to notice on my CV that
I gave a talk titled “Wresting the Oriental Tale from a National-Realist
Canon” in 1996 at the ASECS meeting in Austin, Texas, when I remember
paying a visit to the Johnson (Lyndon, not Samuel) Presidential Library in
the august company of Michael McKeon, with whom, incidentally, during
a GEMCS conference, I visited the Dallas Book Depository, from where
Lee Harvey Oswald shot John F. Kennedy. I depart considerably from Michael’s model for the novel, but his work is an inspiration nonetheless.
Without a doubt, institutional support was also extremely important
at crucial stages. I thank the John Carter Brown Library, where I combined
xi

xii

acknowledgments

a fellowship from the American Council of Learned Societies and the National Endowment for the Humanities in 2006–7, during which time some
early portions of the manuscript began to see the light. A significant push
came in August 2008, when I enjoyed a blissfully productive month on
the banks of Lake Como, drafting another sixty pages under the auspices
of the Bellagio Study Center, run by the Rockefeller Foundation. Over all
this time, I thank Duke University for its generous research support and
the considerable intellectual exchange with colleagues here, especially
Fredric Jameson, Barbara Herrnstein Smith, David Aers, Maureen Quilligan, Alberto Moreiras, Cathy Davidson, Grant Farrel, Charlotte Sussman,
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