More advance praise for Becoming American under Fire:

“In Becoming American under Fire, Christian G. Samito brings his legal
and historical training effectively to bear on the complex struggles of
Irish American and African American soldiers as they sought to craft
and claim meaningful citizenship in the Civil War–era United States.
Rich with detail, deeply researched, and carefully argued, this is an important contribution to the literature of the period.”
—Elizabeth D. Leonard, author of Men of Color to Arms: Black Soldiers, Indian Wars, and the Quest for Equality
“Historians are increasingly recognizing the importance of citizenship as
a concept, and Christian G. Samito wisely takes a bottom-up approach,
recognizing the agency of those displaced groups agitating for inclusion.
Becoming American under Fire is a very good book on an important
and timely topic.”
—Christopher Waldrep, Jamie and Phyllis Pasker Professor of History, San Francisco State University, author of Roots of Disorder and
The Many Faces of Judge Lynch
“Becoming American under Fire makes an important contribution to the
history of American citizenship. Christian G. Samito demonstrates that
the Civil War military service of Irish and African Americans led them
to make demands for full inclusion and it created a moral indebtedness
on the part of the native-born white population that made opposing
those demands difficult. No other book illuminates this subject as well
as this one does. No one else has related the progress of this development so well to the experience of the Civil War.”
—Lawrence F. Kohl, University of Alabama, author of The Politics of
Individualism
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To my parents, for their constant love and support

