
This book has been difficult to write for various reasons and has taken a 
long time. Indeed, my debts are endless. Primarily, this study would have 
been inconceivable without the love, warmth, and hospitality that I received in 
Enayetpur. My sincere gratitude to the people in Enayetpur and particularly to 
Moyna, Kajoli, Rohima, Rashida, and their families and other birangonas with 
whom I worked. This is only a small attempt on my part to mirror their varied 
experiences. My thanks to Khokon Hossein for ably helping me as a research 
assistant.

The Richard Carley Hunt Fellowship of the Wenner Gren Foundation for 
Anthropological Research, New York, helped me to complete this book. I am 
also thankful for the award of the Felix Scholarship for funding my disserta-
tion from which this book draws. Fieldwork was supported by the Central 
Research Fund of the University of London, the Emslie Horniman Scholar-
ship from the Royal Anthropological Institute, and the soas (School of 
Oriental and African Studies, University of London) Additional Fieldwork 
Fund. Funding from Durham University has also been significant for the book. 
I am grateful to Naibuddin Ahmed, Roshid Talukdar, Maleka Khan, Swapan 
Parekh, abp Autograph, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Jill (Durrance) Sabella, 
Joanna Kirkpatrick, Geraldine Forbes, and Paul Greenough for granting 
permission to use their photographs and other documents from their per-
sonal archives. Sadly, Naibuddin Ahmed and Roshid Talukdar died in 2009 
and 2011, respectively.
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An earlier version of a section of chapter 3 appeared, in a different form, 
as “ ‘Remembering to Forget’: Public Secrecy and Memory of Sexual Violence 
in Bangladesh,” Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 12, no. 2 (2006): 
433–50. An earlier version of a section of chapter 5 appeared, in a different 
form, as “ ‘My Man (Honour) Is Lost but I Still Have My Iman (Principle)’: 
Sexual Violence and Articulations of Masculinity,” in South Asian Masculinities, 
edited by R. Chopra, C. Osella, and F. Osella (New Delhi: Kali for Women, 
2004, 131–59). An earlier version of chapter  7, in a different form, appeared 
as “The Absent Piece of Skin: Sexual Violence in the Bangladesh War and Its 
Gendered and Racialised Inscriptions,” Modern Asian Studies 46, no. 6 (2012): 
1572–601.

An earlier version of a section of the conclusion appeared, in a different 
form, as “Friendships and Ethnographic ‘Encounters’ within Left- Liberal 
Politics in Bangladesh,” in Taking Sides: Politics and Ethnography (A Nancy 
Lindisfarne Festschrift), edited by H. Armbruster and A. Laerke (Oxford: 
Berghahn, 2008, 65–87).

I am grateful to Modern Asian Studies, Journal of the Royal Anthropological 
Institute, Berghahn Books, and Women Unlimited (earlier Kali for Women) for 
publishing these earlier versions; the versions that appear in this book are 
significantly revised.

The scholarly roots of the book took shape from discussions with 
Prof. Prasanta Ray of Presidency College, Calcutta University, and Prof. T. K. 
Oomen, Prof. Avijit Pathak, and Prof. R. K. Jain of Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity, Delhi. In soas, Prof. Christopher Pinney and Dr. Caroline Osella not 
only  were supportive supervisors but also have become important intellectual 
interlocutors and friends. Dr. Nancy Lindisfarne has also continued to pro-
vide invaluable succor and motivation throughout. Prof. Veena Das has been 
a huge support for the book, and I am grateful for her warmth and intellec-
tual inspiration. Prof. Jonathan Spencer has encouraged me with discussions 
related to anthropology of politics. In Lancaster University, discussions with 
Prof.  Jackie Stacey, Dr.  Anne- Marie Fortier, Dr.  Bulent Diken, Prof.  Cindy 
Weber, Prof. Paolo Palladino, Prof. Michael Dillon, and students of various 
undergraduate and postgraduate courses have enriched the book further. My 
sincere thanks to the Anthropology Department in soas and Sussex for giving 
me the opportunities to teach and for various scholarly engagements.

I am also thankful for the feedback received for my pre sen ta tions at the an-
nual conferences of the American Anthropological Association and the Asso-
ciation of Social Anthropology, the Brick Lane Study Circle, the South Asian 
Anthropological Group, Ain- O- Shalish- Kendra, Bangladesh Rural Advance-
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ment Committee University in Dhaka, Centre for Research in the Arts, Social 
Sciences and Humanities (crassh) and South Asian studies seminar in 
Cambridge University, Madison Preconference on 1971, Rape in War time con-
ference in Paris, Workshop on State and Self- making, soas and the anthropol-
ogy department seminars in Jahangirnagar University (Dhaka), University of 
Manchester, Warwick, soas, University College London and Sussex.

The warmth I received in Bangladesh was overwhelming. The comforts of my 
stay in Enayetpur  were ensured by the hospitality of my hosts in Enayetpur— 
the Chowdhurys and in Dhaka— Urmi Rahman, Shireen Hossein (Tonudi), 
Sharmima Rahman (Soma), Deedar Hossein, and Khaleda Khatoon, my hosts- 
turned- friends, provided me a home away from home. Particularly, the love 
and support of the employees of the NGO Nijera Kori, in Bhashkhal, gave me 
many new friends, precious among them being Shikha Saha. I value the aca-
demic discussions with and friendships of Dr. Meghna Guhathakurta, Suraiya 
Begum, Hasina Ahmed, and Dr. Sukumar Biswas of Bangla Academy. They, 
along with Rahnuma Ahmad, Shahidul Alam, Khushi Kobir, Akku Chowd-
hury, Mofidul Huq, Afsan Choudhuri, Hameeda Hossein, Shaheen Akhtar, 
Sara Hossein, Tareque and Catherine Masud, Tahmima Anam, Manosh 
Chowdhury, Ryan Good, David Bergman, Naila Zaman Khan, Dina Siddiqi, 
Naeem Mohaiemen, Bina D’Costa, Shahidul Alam Tuku, Taslima Mirza, Say-
eed Ferdous, and Zobaida Nasreen, enabled the continuation of my fieldwork 
outside Bangladesh by sending me frequent packages, taking time to answer 
my innumerable queries, and above all strengthening our friendship.

Various individuals in different organizations also helped me in numer-
ous ways. These organizations include Ain- O- Shalish- Kendra (ask), Ban-
gla Academy, Bangladesh Women’s Health Co ali tion, Bangladesh National 
Women Lawyer’s Association, Community Development Library, Bangla-
desh National Archives, Environment and gis Support Project (egis), the 
Bengali newspaper Prothom Alo, and University of Dhaka Library. I acknowl-
edge the support given by students of Jahangirnagar University and drik 
Picture Library: Khandaker Tanvir Murad Topu, Debasish Shome, and Nu-
runnahar Nargish, in finding and photographing various visual illustrations 
and following up on references to various literary works. Stephen Thomas of 
the Photographic Unit, Lancaster University, helped me to finalize these im-
ages. The music of Jazz fm’s Late Lounge provided a productive ambience for 
“thought struggle” in the early hours of the morning.

The long pro cess of writing this book has been made considerably easier 
and enjoyable by the support of friends and family. My thanks to Shruti Kap-
ila, Greg Cameron, Jisha Menon, Lindi Todd, Andrew Irving, Nigel Eltringham, 
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Irfan Ahmed, Anuradha Chakravarty, Radha Roy, Ruben Andersson, akshay 
khanna, Anoshua Choudhuri, Anupam Banerjee, Binod Mukherjee, Swarnali 
Banerjee- Cochrane, and Ester Gallo. I lost two friends during the pro cess of 
writing this book: Justine Lucas, who died of a terminal illness, and Tareque 
Masud, who died as a result of a tragic road accident. Their indomitable spirit 
and quest for life served as an example to all around them. The constant faith 
of my dearest sister, Abantika and brother- in- law, Saradindu, the love of my 
niece, Meghna, and the warmth of Ed and Ann Lacy have been invaluable. 
Given the theme and the nature of the material, as well as the multiplicity of 
sources that this book draws upon, I have found concluding it, challenging 
for various reasons. My moner manush, Mark Lacy, has endured patiently the 
completion of this book through engaging, encouraging, critical discussions, 
editing and by cooking me innumerable meals and giving me the space to 
finish it. His companionship, love, laughter, humor, and support are precious. 
The birth of our sons, Nikhil and Milon, made me realize the significance of 
all three “babies”— the book and our sons. Nothing would have been possible 
without the blessing, warmth, sacrifice, support, unstinting faith, and encour-
agement of Ma, who let me fly when I wanted to. This book is a testament to 
her love, strength, and spirit.

Thanks to Ken Wissoker, the editor at Duke University Press who took on 
this project. Thanks also to the anonymous readers for their comments and to 
Laura Helper- Ferris, Jade Brooks and Sara Leone for all the editorial help. 
To all these individuals, my warmest, heartfelt gratitude. Needless to say, I 
alone am responsible for any shortcomings that remain in this study. All ef-
forts have been made to secure permissions. For further clarifications, please 
contact the author by email. I will donate all royalties received from sales of 
this book to the birangonas   in Bangladesh.


