
Cultural Studies 

in the Future Tense





Lawrence Grossberg

Cultural Studies 

in the Future Tense

Duke University Press Durham and London 2010



© 2010 Duke University Press

All rights reserved

Printed in the United States of America on acid-free paper ∞

Designed by Amy Ruth Buchanan

Typeset in Carter + Cone Galliard by Achorn International

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data appear 

on the last printed page of this book.



This book is dedicated to Jim Carey and Stuart Hall,  

who taught me cultural studies, and what it means to be  

a political intellectual. They inspired me, and I struggle  

every day to live up to the example they set. We recently  

lost Jim, but I hope that his spirit and intelligence  

are embodied in this book.

And this book is dedicated to the two people who keep  

me going every day, who fill my life with love, and who  

are the reason I continue to struggle—my wife Barbara  

and my son Zachariah.

Thank you.



A new age does not begin all of a sudden.

My grandfather was already living in the new age

My grandson will probably still be living in the old one.

The new meat is eaten with the old forks.

It was not the first cars

Nor the tanks

It was not the airplanes over our roofs

Nor the bombers.

From new transmitters came the old stupidities.

Wisdom was passed on from mouth to mouth.

—Bertolt Brecht, “New Age”

We will walk then the same path of history, but we will  

not repeat it; we are from before, yes, but we are new.

—The Fourth Key, from the March of the Color of the  

Earth, in Cuautla, Morelos, March 7, 2001



I heard we made progress

But still

Let’s sing the blues

Together

Not all over but again.

—Unsigned mural, Nassau, The Bahamas, July 2009

If things were simple, word would have gotten around.

—Jacques Derrida, “Toward an Ethic of Discussion,” 1988




