
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 

ALCOTT, A. BRONSON (I79g-1888) An imaginative teacher, Alcott be
gan a school at Boston's Masonic Temple in 1834. Fuller was his assistant 
from December 1836 to April 1837. He later moved to Concord, then, in 
I844, established Fruitlands, a utopian farm in Harvard, Massachusetts. In 
I859 he became superintendent of the Concord schools. 

ARNIM, BETTINA BRENTANO VON (I785-1859) A peripheral figure in 
Goethe's literary circle, Bettina Brentano married Ludwig Joachim von 
Arnim in 1811. Her books Goethes Briefwechsel mit einem Kinde and Die 
Gilnderodewere fabrications, though during Fuller's lifetime both were widely 
read and admired. Fuller translated part of the latter as Gilnderode in I 842. 

BROWNING, ELIZABETH BARRETT (1806-61) Elizabeth Barrett began 
publishing poetry in 1826. In 1846 she married Robert Browning, and they 
lived in Florence, where Fuller knew them in 1849-50. 

BRUCE, GEORGIANA (1818-87) Bruce, who was born in England, lived 
for a time at Brook Farm before she became an assistant at the women's 
prison at Sing Sing. 

CAss, LEWIS, JR. (1813?-78) Son of a prominent Michigan Democrat politi
cian, Cass was appointed the American charge d'affaires to the Papal States. 

CHANNING, WILLIAM H. (I810-84) A nephew of Dr. William Ellery 
Channing, William Henry graduated from Harvard in 1829 and from the 
Divinity School in I833, and was ordained in Cincinnati in 1839. He later 
formed the Society of Christian Union in New York City, and then, in I854, 
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moved to England. One of Fuller's closest friends in the 183os and 184os, 
Channing was an ardent socialist. 

CHAPMAN, MARIA WESTON (1806-85) Maria Weston married Henry 
Grafton Chapman in 1830. She was a leader of the Boston Female Anti
Slavery Society, one of the editors of the Non-Resistant, and an occasional edi
tor of William Lloyd Garrison's Liberator. 

CLARKE, jAMES F. (1810-88) Clarke, a distant cousin of Fuller, was her 
closest friend and confidant during the 183os. With him she studied German 
language and literature. Clarke graduated from Harvard in 1829 and from 
the Divinity School in 1833. He went to Louisville and served the Unitarian 
church there until184o. He returned to Boston in 1841 and organized a new 
congregation, the Church of the Disciples. In 1835 Clarke founded and 
edited a literary-religious magazine, The Western Messenger, in which Fuller 
published essays and poems. In 1839 Clarke married Anna Huidekoper. 

CLOUGH, ARTHUR HuGH (1819-61) After graduating from Oxford, 
Clough became principal of University Hall, London. His poem "Bothie of 
Toper-na-fuosich" was well regarded. He met Fuller in Rome in May 1849. 

DAVIS, GEORGE T. (1810-77) Like James Clarke, Davis was a distant 
cousin and a member of Harvard's class of 1829. He became a lawyer and set
tled in his native Greenfield, Massachusetts. Davis later served in the U.S. 
House of Representatives and devoted himself to journalism. The details of 
his friendship with Fuller are scanty, but it is clear that at one time she loved 
him deeply and was wounded when he rejected her for Harriet T. Russell, 
whom he married in 1834. 

DuYCKINCK, EvERT A. (1816-78) The editor of Wiley and Putnam's 
Library of Choice Reading, Duyckinck was a central figure in the Young 
America movement. In 1847 he founded the magazine Literary World. He fur
thered the career not only of Fuller but of Herman Melville. 

DWIGHT, JOHN SuLLIVAN (1813-93) Dwight graduated from Harvard in 
1832 and pursued his interest in German literature by editing Select Minor 
Poems Translated from the German of Goethe and Schiller (in which he published 
Fuller's translations). A graduate in 1836 of the Divinity School in Cambridge, 
he served only one year at Northampton before leaving the ministry. Dwight 
lived at Brook Farm and later became a noted Boston music critic. 

EMERSON, RALPH WALDO (1803-82) The most important writer of his 
generation, Emerson was friend, fellow editor, and symbol for Fuller. From 
1836 until her departure for New York City in 1844, Fuller wrote and visited 
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Emerson frequently. She and he were instrumental in founding the Dial, 
whose editor he became in 1842 upon her resignation. Though ever wary of 
his closest friends, Emerson called out Fuller's emotional warmth, especially 
in the early 184os. His work on the posthumous Memoirs simultaneously 
helped keep her influence alive and diminished her complexity. 

FuLLER, ARRAHAM WILLIAMS (1784-1847) Timothy Fuller's next 
younger brother and executor, Abraham was a lawyer but made his modest 
fortune in real estate. Margaret quarreled bitterly with him over his attempts 
to dictate to her and her mother after her father's death. 

FULLER, ARTHUR BUCKMINSTER (1822-62) Despite a severe eye wound 
as a young man, Arthur graduated from Harvard in 1843 and from the 
Divinity School in 1847. He was ordained as a Unitarian minister in 
Manchester, New Hampshire, in 1848. Arthur served as a chaplain in the Civil 
War until 1862, when he resigned to enlist in the Union Army. He died the 
next day at the battle of Fredericksburg. 

FuLLER, ELLEN KILSHAW (182o--56) Margaret's only surviving sister was 
a lovely young woman with a strong temper who was ill with tuberculosis her 
entire adult life. In 1841 she married the poet Ellery Channing, with whom 
she lived unhappily. 

FuLLER, EuGENE (1815-59) The next oldest after Margaret, Eugene 
graduated from Harvard in 1834, studied law with George Farley in Groton, 
Massachusetts, and became a lawyer, but left the bar to become a newspaper
man in New Orleans. On 21 June 1859 he was lost overboard from a ship. 

FuLLER, MARGARETT C. (1789-1859) The daughter of Peter and 
Elizabeth Jones Weiser Crane of Canton, Massachusetts, Margarett married 
Timothy Fuller in 1809 and bore nine children, of whom seven survived. 

FULLER, RICHARD FREDERICK (1824-69) Margaret's favorite brother, 
Richard graduated from Harvard in 1844, studied law with George Davis, and 
then graduated from the Harvard Law School. He was a melancholic man 
who took affront quickly, but he staunchly acted as his sister's helper when 
she was in Italy. 

FuLLER, TIMOTHY ( 1778-1835) Her father was the son of a minister. He 
graduated from Harvard in 1801, studied law, and served in the 
Massachusetts Senate. In 1817 he began the first of his four terms as United 
States representative from Cambridge. Mter his retirement from Washington 
in 1825, he was elected to the Massachusetts House. Failing to win the ex
pected patronage of John Quincy Adams, whom he had supported in the 
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election of 1824, Fuller retired, first to return to his law practice and then to 
become a farmer in Groton, where he died suddenly of cholera. 

GREENWOOD, CATHARINE AMELIA (181o-67) Greenwood was one of 
Fuller's closest girlhood friends. In 1834 she married George Bartlett, a 
Boston physician. 

HEDGE, FREDERIC HENRY (18os-go) One of Fuller's close intellectual 
friends, Hedge, after study in Germany, graduated from Harvard in 1825 and 
from the Divinity School in 1828. He became a Unitarian minister but was 
known early in his career as an accomplished scholar who helped introduce 
German thought to the United States. When Emerson formed the group later 
known as the Transcendental Club, he called it Hedge's Club, for the group 
met when Hedge came to town from his pastorate in Bangor, Maine. Later in 
life Hedge was on the Harvard faculty, first as professor of ecclesiastical his
tory and then as professor of German. 

HoAR, ELIZABETH SHERMAN (1814-78) The daughter of Samuel Hoar 
of Concord, Elizabeth was engaged to Charles Emerson when he died in 
1836. Waldo Emerson thereafter considered her a sister. She and Fuller were 
close friends. 

HowiTT, MARY BoTHAM (179g-1888) Mary Botham, a prolific writer of 
poetry and children's stories and a translator, married William Howitt in 1821. 
Fuller met her in London and later corresponded with her from the continent. 

jAMESON, ANNA BRowNELL (1794-186o) Mrs. Jameson was an Irish 
writer who knew Ottilie Goethe and helped to popularize German culture 
with her 1834 Visits and Sketches at Home and Abroad. 

LoRING, ELLIS GRAY (1803-58) A wealthy and socially prominent 
Boston lawyer, Loring helped to found the New England Anti-Slavery Society. 

LoRING, LoursA GILMAN (1797-1868) ShemarriedEllisLoringin 1827. 

MAZZINI, GIUSEPPE (1805-72) A heroic figure to Fuller, Mazzini was an 
Italian revolutionary patriot who had been exiled to France and then to 
England, where she met him in 1846 at Thomas Carlyle's home. Shortly after 
his triumphant return to Rome to lead the newly founded republic, Mazzini 
visited Fuller. She unfailingly championed him and his vision in her dis
patches to the New-York Tribune, saying: "He is one of those same beings who, 
measuring all things by the ideal standard, have yet no time to mourn over 
failure or imperfection." 
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NATHAN, jAMES (1811-88) A shadowy, important man in Fuller's life, 
Nathan was one of a series of men whom she loved in vain. A German busi
nessman, he came to the United States in 1830, left in 1845, and later settled 
in Hamburg. Fuller immediately fell in love with him when they met on New 
Year's Eve 1845, but he appears first to have misunderstood her and later to 
have fled her emotional intensity. 

NEWCOMB, CHARLES KING (1820-94) One of several young men whom 
Emerson thought a genius but who never fulfilled his promise, Newcomb 
graduated from Brown in 1837, tried his hand at writing (Emerson published 
one of his essays in the Dial), and lived for a time at Brook Farm. He later be
came a businessman in his native Providence. 

OssoLI, GIOVANNI ANGELO (d. 1850) Fuller's husband was the son of 
Marchese Filippo Ossoli, the head of a noble Roman family. During the revo
lution Giovanni and his brother Giuseppe took opposite sides: Giovanni was a 
member of the Civic Guard while Giuseppe was in the papal service. Giovanni 
and Fuller probably, though not certainly, married in 1849. 

PEABODY, SoPHIA (1809-71) Sophia was one of three daughters of 
Nathaniel and Elizabeth Palmer Peabody of Salem. All three were friends of 
Fuller. Sophia married Nathaniel Hawthorne in 1842. 

RIPLEY, GEORGE (1802-80) Ripley graduated from Harvard in 1823 and 
from the Divinity School in 1826. He became the minister at Boston's 
Purchase Street Church until he left the ministry in 1841 to found Brook 
Farm. In 1827 he married Fuller's friend Sophia Dana (1803-61). After 
Brook Farm failed, Ripley became a writer for the New-Ymh Daily Tribune, a po
sition Fuller had held. 

RoTCH, MARY ( 1 777-1848) A member of a prominent Quaker family in 
New Bedford, Mary Rotch was called Aunt Mary by both Fuller and Emerson. 

SHAW, SARAH (1815-1902) The daughter of Nathaniel Russell and Susan 
Parkman Sturgis, Sarah married Francis George Shaw (1809-82). Children 
of Boston gentry, they became ardent abolitionists and socialists. Their son 
was Robert Gould Shaw, the leader of the black regiment that fought at Fort 
Wagner. Fuller knew Sarah and her family from childhood. 

SPRING, MARcus (1810-74) Spring was a dry goods merchant who be
came a prominent reformer. It was on his estate that the Raritan Bay 
Community was founded. In 1836 Spring married Rebecca Buffum 
(1811-1911), daughter of Arnold Buffum, a founder of the New England 
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Anti-Slavery Society. The Springs persuaded Fuller to accompany them to 
Europe in 1846 and probably paid part of her expenses. 

STORY, EMELYN (1820-94) Emelyn Eldredge married William Wetmore 
Story in 1843. Fuller knew them both in Boston, though she was cool toward 
them. In Italy, however, she and Emelyn became fast friends. It was to her that 
Fuller entrusted her son's birth certificate during the peril of the French in
vasion of the Roman Republic in 1 849. 

STURGIS, CAROLINE (1819-88) Fuller's closest friend, Caroline Sturgis 
was the daughter of a wealthy Boston merchant, William Sturgis, and his wife, 
Elizabeth Davis. In 184 7 Caroline married William Aspinwall Tappan. The 
couple settled in Lenox, Massachusetts, where they became the center of an 
intellectual community that at one time included Hawthorne, who rented 
their home. Caroline Tappan later wrote children's books. 

THOREAU, HENRY D. (1817-62) Fuller liked Thoreau personally, but she 
was a stern critic of the young man's writing. She rejected his essay "The 
Service," but she did publish five of his poems in the Dial. 

TRACY, ALBERT HALLER (1793-1859) A native of Connecticut, Tracy 
moved to New York in 1811 and entered Congress as a member from Buffalo 
in 1819. He and Fuller's father were friends. After leaving the House in 1825 
(the same year Timothy Fuller retired), Tracy declined offers of cabinet posts 
and unsuccessfully sought a Senate seat from New York. 

WARD, ANNA BARKER (1813-1900) Anna Hazard Barker was the daugh
ter of Jacob Barker of New Orleans, who made, lost, and remade fortunes. A 
woman of great beauty and grace, Anna remained Fuller's lifelong friend 
even after Anna married Samuel G. Ward, whom Fuller also loved. 

WARD, SAMUEL G. (1817-1907) SonofaprominentbankerwithBaring 
Brothers, Sam Ward showed early promise as a painter but instead followed 
his father into Baring's. Fuller, who for years called him Raphael, idealized 
and loved him deeply. His marriage to Anna Barker in 1840 was a crisis in 
Fuller's life, but it did not end her friendship with the Wards. Later, in her 
Italian years, Fuller relied on Ward for financial advice and a loan. 

WHITMAN, SARAH HELEN PowER ( 1803-78) The daughter of Nicholas 
and Anna Marsh Power, Sarah Helen married John Winslow Whitman in 
1828. After his death in 1833 she became a writer and the center of a lively in
tellectual community in Providence when Fuller taught there. In 1848 
Whitman was briefly engaged to Edgar Allan Poe (who addressed his "To 
Helen" to her). 


