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The Situation of the Babylon Archaeological Site until 20061

The city of Babylon is located 90 km south of Baghdad, within the boundaries of the city of
al-Hillah. Geographically, it sits in the centre of a group of well known ancient cities like
Kish, Borsippa, Kutha, Sippar, Jemdat Nasr and al-Uqayr as well as not far from the site of
the tomb of the Prophet Dhu al-Kifl (Ezekiel).

Between 1899 and 1917 scientific excavations were conducted in the city by a German ex-
pedition headed by Robert Koldewey. This expedition revealed important parts of the city.
Other parts were uncovered during the excavations of the Babylon Archaeological Restoration
Project that began in 1977. Many parts of Babylon, however, have yet to be excavated (Fig. 1).

The city of Babylon underwent preservation works within the context of the Babylon Ar-
chaeological Restoration Project as well as reconstruction works by the Babylon Inter-
national Festival Authority. A festival was started in 1987 and held annually, mainly in the
Greek Theatre, the Throne Room of the Southern Palace and the Temple of Ninmakh. The
preservation works covered the vast majority of archaeological structures unearthed during
the excavations conducted both by the German expedition and the Babylon Archaeological
Restoration Project. However, the preservation works were neither of respective inter-
national standard nor suited to the city. The city’s archaeological value has been compro-
mised by some of the modifications and additions that were made and by modern buildings
and installations that have been built in scattered areas of the city, as will be mentioned below.

During the war in 2003, the archaeological city was subjected to vandalism and des-
truction. The Nebuchadnezzar and Hammurabi museums suffered severe damage, vanda-
lism and plunder. Everything in the two museums was stolen. Fortunately, the objects ex-
hibited in the two museums were gypsum replicas. They, nevertheless, were partly stolen
and partly found scattered and destroyed on the grounds of the two museums. The offices
of the Babylon Archaeological Restoration Project (including those of the Study Centre) and
the Museum office did not escape the plunderers and robbers. Whatever could not be stolen
was burned. Everything in the Babylon Library and archive was destroyed, including im-
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portant reports, maps and studies on the results of excavation and preservation works per-
formed under the Babylon Archaeological Restoration Project.

A key archaeological structure subjected to destruction is the reconstructed Greek The-
atre. The Greek Theatre was previously prepared for the annual International Festival and
equipped with everything needed for this purpose. While destruction mainly focused on the
modern structures and equipment, they endangered the original part of the theatre as well.
Being unique in type, the theatre counts among the important archaeological structures in
Babylon, in particular, and Iraq, in general. The visitor can perceive its archaeological features
upon entering the city on the right hand side of the main street leading to the city centre.

Fig. 1 | Map of Babylon (DAI-Orientabteilung).
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However, we were not able to inventory damage done to the Greek Theatre due to the entry
of the Multinational Forces at the time.

Upon their entry into the archaeological city of Babylon in April 2003, the Multi-
national Forces used the city as a camp. They evacuated it on December 22, 2004.

The use of Babylon as a camp was a grave encroachment on this internationally
known archaeological site. During their presence in Babylon, the Multinational Forces
caused major direct damage to the city by digging, cutting, scraping, leveling, and establish-
ing earthen barriers as well as indirect damage, again, resulting from their presence. Key
structures that were damaged include the “Inner Wall”, the “Ishtar Gate”, the “Processional
Way”, the “Temple of Ninmakh”, the “Temple of Ishtar”, the “Nabu-sha-khare Temple”, the
“Greek Theatre”, the “Royal Palaces” and the “Babylonian Houses”.

Pre-2003 Damage

Before detailing the damage sustained by the city in 2003 after the Multinational Forces
entered the city, one should mention damage to the city that occurred before 2003:

1. Al-Hawliyah moat or canal
It surrounds the city of Babylon on the east and partially on the north and south. It is 4.5 km
long and 15 m wide. The trench is lined on the bottom and sides with cement. This trench
runs along the main street from the north. It links the city of Babylon with the outer peri-
meter (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2 | al-Hawliyah canal along the
main street (State Board of Antiquities
and Heritage, Iraq).
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2. The new lakes
The moat is linked to three lakes on the north, south and east. A fourth lake north of the
Greek Theatre is connected to the Babylon Euphrates channel to the north.
– Lake No. 1: Known as Nissan Lake, is located in the southeast part of the city between the

Inner and Outer Walls. With an area of 116 dunam2, it is the largest of the lakes (Fig. 3).
– Lake No. 2: Known as Saddam Lake, is located in the northern part of the city and has

an area of 16 dunam.

2 In Iraq the dunam covers 2,500 m2 (26,910 sq ft).

Fig. 3 | Nissan Lake and mount Nissan
(State Board of Antiquities and Heri-
tage, Iraq).

Fig. 4 | Tammuz Lake (State Board of
Antiquities and Heritage, Iraq).
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– Lake No. 3: Known as Tammuz Lake, is located to the south of and within the
sacred precinct of the city, near the village of Jumjumah. It has an area of 17 dunam
(Fig. 4).

– Lake No. 4: Located in the northeast part of the city, inside the Inner Wall north of the
Greek Theatre. It has an area of 10 dunam.

3. Earthen mounds
Three artificial mounds were erected under the Babylon International Festival plan. Each
has a height of 30 m, an area of 30 dunam, and a slope of 100 m. These mounds include:
– Mt. Tammuz: It is in the south of the city, within the Sacred Precinct.
– Mt. Nissan: It is southeast of the city.
– Mt. Saddam. It is north of the city, overlooking the Euphrates River from the east. One

of the Modern Presidential Palaces was built on it (Fig. 5).

4. Parking lots
Parking lots were built in scattered areas of the city, in varying dimensions:
– 1st lot: Southeast of the city. It has an approximate area of 58 m × 116 m, a part of which

(26 m × 16 m) is unpaved.
– 2nd lot: Along the eastern part of the Inner Wall on the east and the moat. It has an area

of 260 m × 271 m.
– 3rd lot: Located opposite to the inner side of the Marduk Gate, at the head of the street

leading to the archaeological city. It has an area of 100 m × 126 m.
– 4th lot: West of the Greek Theatre. It has an area of 53 m × 98 m.
– 5th lot: North of the Babylonian House (area of the airfield built by the Multinational

Forces). It has an area of 98 m × 54 m.

Fig. 5 | Modern Presidential Palace on
top of Mt. Saddam (State Board of An-
tiquities and Heritage, Iraq).
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– 6th lot: Across from the rest house north of the Ishtar Temple. It has an area of 18 m ×
67 m.

– 7th lot: Along the road leading to the Modern Presidential Palace on the north, near the
new Ishtar Gate. It has an area of 16 m × 100 m (Fig. 6).

– 8th lot: It is located south of the Modern Presidential Palace, across from three modern
buildings. It has an area of 52 m × 127 m.

5. Modern buildings
They include:
– Restaurants and service buildings in the centre of the city, around the lake north of the

Greek Theatre and in the pavilions area.
– The Modern Presidential Palace and buildings surrounding it.
– The Nebuchadnezzar and the Hammurabi Museums, the Study Centre, the Museum

Office and the rest house that were built in the centre of the city (Fig. 7).

6. Old encroachments
They consist of: the main street, which cuts through the city from north to south, from the
Summer Palace to the moat in the southern part; the street that branches off from it, which
formally led to the village of Kuwayrish (currently the area of the Modern Presidential Pal-
ace); the street running along the outer side of the moat to the north, east, and south of the
city; the road linking the village of Jumjumah and the archaeological city of Babylon from
the south to the city of al-Hillah; and the road built on the southern and eastern side, along
the Outer Wall of the city (the road cuts through the wall); other streets in the north of the
city that link the Modern Presidential Palace with contemporary buildings.

Fig. 6 | Parking lot near the Modern
Ishtar Gate (State Board of Antiquities
and Heritage, Iraq).
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7. Parks scattered throughout the city
These include the so-called “Pavilions Park” located in the centre of the city, near the Inner
Wall and in the vicinity of the Temple of Ninmakh, in addition to parks located in the area of
the Modern Presidential Palace (Fig. 8).

8. Encroachments caused by agriculture and construction
These encroachments, caused by citizen landowners, have resulted in the removal of parts
of the Walls. Much of the land – specifically the western part of the city, the village of Sinjar,
and other parts of the village of Jumjumah on the eastern side – remains private property.

Fig. 7 | Modern buildings in the centre
of Babylon (State Board of Antiquities
and Heritage, Iraq).

Fig. 8 | Modern Parks were created
within the archaeological site of Baby-
lon (State Board of Antiquities and
Heritage, Iraq).
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The features of the western side of the city of Babylon disappeared many years ago due to
encroachment by agriculture and development on the archaeological area, excluding a
small portion of the remains of the city wall in the southwestern part of it.

On the eastern side of the city, one can observe the remains of the Outer Wall in the
form of extended mounds. Between the mounds, there are areas from which the remains of
the wall have been removed in the eastern and southern portions thereof. Some houses in-
corporate remnants of the Outer Wall. Encroachments have also been caused by traffic on
the Hillah–Baghdad road and the secondary road parallel to the wall, which was built dur-
ing the Babylon International Festival in 1987.

9. Unscientific preservation
Additions and modifications have been made to numerous archaeological structures in
the city, particularly the Southern Palace, the northern portion of the Processional Way,
a number of temples, the eastern portion of the Inner Wall, the Babylonian Houses and the
Greek Theatre.

10. Modern excavation works
These consist of a series of defensive trenches dug during the recent war in 2003 in scat-
tered locations of the city near the Main Palace, the Southern Palace and the Greek Theatre.
The trenches were approximately similar in surface area (Fig. 9).

11. The German excavations
The German excavations covered important parts of the city, e.g., the temples, palaces,
streets, gates etc. These excavations yielded valuable information. However, they also
caused major damage, because the excavated areas were left exposed to the elements – e.g.

Fig. 9 | Defensive trench (State Board
of Antiquities and Heritage, Iraq).
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rain, wind, ground water, salt, plants and human activity – without providing for the barest
conservation or protection requirements.

These factors, in the aggregate, have directly or indirectly affected the site and exposed
all the structures excavated by the Germans to comprehensive deterioration and destruc-
tion.

Post-2003 Damage

As aforementioned, the military presence in the city generated direct damage due to the for-
tification and defense requirements of a military zone. Furthermore, that presence has also
caused indirect damage. Both types shall be separately detailed as follows:

Direct Damage

Excavation Works

The Multinational Forces dug many trenches of varying sizes in different parts of the city,
including important areas thereof. The terrain of the Babylon site in its entirety – be it
mounds or level ground – is historical ground and contains diverse antiquities. Any inter-
vention into the ground therefore destroys archaeological features.

Three trenches were excavated by heavy machinery by the Multinational Forces along
the Inner Wall of the city, to the east and in the so-called Homera area northeast of the
Greek Theatre. The trenches are of various dimensions, running along the approximate
length of the Inner Wall as follows:

1. First trench
It has a size of 30 m × 2–3 m × 1.15–2 m (Fig. 10).

2. Second trench
It has a size of 13 m × 2–3 m × 1.15 m.

3. Third trench
It has a size of 14 m × 2 m × 2 m and runs to the south of and along the second trench.

The archaeological deposits removed from these trenches were used to create a barrier.
They contain pottery fragments of different shapes and sizes as well as ancient baked
bricks, some of which bear cuneiform brick stamps of the Babylonian King Nebuchadnez-
zar II.
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4. Fourth trench:
It is situated west of the Gate of Marduk, on the left hand side of the main entrance to the
city, along the Marduk Street according to the Babylon map based on the Babylon topo-
graphic texts. This fourth trench is 30 m in length, has a width of 2 m, and runs between
25 cm to 1 m in depth.

5. Fifth trench
It is located north of the Modern Presidential Palace, to the left of the Shatt al-Hillah. This
area constitutes the northern access to the city. The fifth trench has a length of 18 m, a width
of 2 m and a depth of 1.15 m (Fig. 11).

Fig. 10 | Trench 1 along the Inner Wall
(State Board of Antiquities and Heri-
tage, Iraq).

Fig. 11 | Trench 5 north of the modern
Presidential Palace (State Board of An-
tiquities and Heritage, Iraq).
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6. Sixth trench
It is located on the same expanse, on the right hand side of the entrance. It has a length of
25 m, a width of 2–3 m and a depth of 1.15 m. The archaeological deposits removed from
both trenches contain fragments of ancient baked brick and various pottery fragments.

7. Seventh trench
It is considered to be the one that has caused most damage, because it was dug at the head
of the northeast corner of the Ziggurat, the Tower of Babylon, known in cuneiform texts as
E-temen-an-ki – a blatant encroachment on the city and the tower itself. The trench has a
length of 62 m, a width of 2–3 m and a depth of 2.5 m. The archaeological deposits removed
from the trench were placed on both sides thereof. They contain various pottery and baked
brick fragments (Fig. 12). An archaeological cross section on the western side of the trench,
i.e. near the Tower of Babylon revealed six layers. Of special importance is layer 2 which
contains baked brick fragments of different sizes mixed with bitumen.

8. Eighth trench
This is the longest trench dug in the city. It is located in the religious area of the city, north
of the seventh trench. It runs 162 m in length, 1–1.5 m in width and 2 m in depth (Fig. 13).
A trench with a length of 10 m branches off from its eastern side. The archaeological de-
posits removed from the trench contain pottery and baked brick fragments of various
sizes. Some of the fragments bear brick stamps of the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar II.
The most prominent find from the dumps is a partly broken small cup. In order to evalu-
ate the damage, an area of 3 m × 2 m in the middle-most portion of the trench was cleaned
and documented (Fig. 14). Four layers could be distinguished. The first consists of light

Fig. 12 | Trench 7 next to the Ziggurat
area (State Board of Antiquities and
Heritage, Iraq).
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yellow clay with a thickness of 45 cm. Interspersed in it is a layer of pottery fragments with
a thickness of 5 cm. The second layer is light in color and has a thickness of 35 cm. The
third is dark in color and has a thickness of 40 cm. The fourth layer comprises clay and
pottery fragments. It has a thickness of 30–50 cm. In the lowest part of the trench, we
found a row of sandy bricks, each measuring 32 cm × 32 cm × 10 cm, a typical brick size of
the neo-babylonian period. This row of unbaked brick points to the existence of an un-
baked brick wall that may be part of a structure that extends to a deeper level and a greater
distance. Pottery fragments were also found here. This trench has begun to collapse and
cause additional damage.

Fig. 13 | Trench 8, north of trench 7
(State Board of Antiquities and Heri-
tage, Iraq).

Fig. 14 | Trench 8, cleaned section with
archaeological layers (State Board of
Antiquities and Heritage, Iraq).
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9. Ninth trench
This trench is located approximately 50 m north of the aforementioned one, southwest of
the Nabu-sha-khare Temple, near the area of the excavations conducted by the Babylon Ar-
chaeological Restoration Project in 1982. It has a length of 15 m, a width of 3 m, and a depth
of 2 m. This trench is surrounded by archaeological deposits that have been removed from
it. They contain various archaeological fragments, including pottery, baked bricks and
bones. The salient pieces include a fragmented glazed pottery vessel.

These trenches are distributed approximately on the edges of the extended area of the
military camp. The trenches are surrounded by barbed wire from the east, south and north.

10. First pit
In the southern part of the city, at the crossing of the roads that lead to the village of Jumjumah
to the west, and the road that links the archaeological city of Babylon to the city of al-Hillah,
there is a pit with an almost circular shape, a diameter of 7 m, and a depth of 5.2 m. The ar-
chaeological deposits removed from the pit were packed into bags or used to fill containers.

11. Second pit
Located nearby the former pit, another pit has been dug. It is larger in area and is approxi-
mately circular in shape, with a diameter of 10 m and a depth of 2 m.

In addition to these trenches, another one dug by the Multinational Forces was observed in
photographs taken by the latter. It is located in the northern part of the area north of the
Modern Presidential Palace. The Multinational Forces filled in the pit at the time.

Cutting Works

Cutting works, i.e. non-archaeological removal of parts of mounds, were conducted in scat-
tered areas of the city on archaeological mounds located in the south, centre, north and
northeast parts of the city.

1. First cut
Its dimensions are 8 m × 7 m × 6 m. It is located northeast of the Greek Theatre in a chain
of mounds that extends along the length of the former main road between Baghdad and al-
Hillah (Homera area). The cut begins approximately in the northeastern corner of the
Inner Wall. The results of the German excavations in Babylon indicate that the larger part of
the archaeological deposits in the area was originally transported from the area of the Zig-
gurat after Alexander attempted to rebuild it. They cleaned the Ziggurat and transported the
rubble to this area. It is almost a certainty that the soil in the area is archaeologically rich;
however, it has not been scientifically excavated yet.
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2. Second cut
It is situated to the south of, and bigger than, the first cut. It has a volume of 30 m × 19 m ×
7 m (Fig. 15).

3. Third cut
It is south of the second cut and has the dimension of 23 m × 24 m × 5 m.

4. Fourth cut:
It has the dimension of 5 m × 16 m × 12 m.

5. Fifth cut
This cut is in the southern part of the city, west of the street that links the city to the village
of Jumjumah. The objective of the cutting works in this area was to create earthen barriers.
Most of the earthen barriers and obstacles located in this area contain fragments of baked
brick and pottery. The fifth cut has a length of 38 m, a width of 6 m, and a height of 3 m. The
cross-section resulting from the cutting works contains various fragments.

6. Sixth cut
It is on the eastern side. Similar to the former cut, it contains ancient pottery fragments, etc.
It has a length of 30 m, a width of 1–8 m and a height of 6 m.

7. Seventh cut
It is north of the cutting works mentioned in paragraphs 5 and 6 above, on the western side of
the road, near the al-Kurah area (brick kilns), south of the southern airfield built by the Multi-

Fig. 15 | Cut 2, northwestern part of
Homera mound (State Board of An-
tiquities and Heritage, Iraq).
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national Forces. The cut was made to build a road for vehicles transporting supplies and food
to residential locations. The cut is 60 m in length, 3 m in width and 3 m height (Fig. 16).

8. Eighth cut
It is situated south of al-Kurah. This cut covers a large area estimated at 600 sq m. The ar-
chaeological deposits removed from the cut contain fragments of baked brick and diverse
pottery fragments.

9. Ninth cut
It is located on the eastern side of al-Kurah and has a length of 100 m. The archaeological
deposits removed from this cut were used to fill HESCO3 containers and to create earthen
obstacles. Parts of the mounds located on both sides of the road were removed, as evidenced
by the pottery fragments in the HESCO containers (Fig. 17).

10. Tenth cut
The area south of the Southern Palace was subjected to an encroachment consisting of a cut
with a length of 30 m. The archaeological deposits removed were mixed with sand brought
from outside Babylon and used to create earthen barriers.

11. Eleventh cut
It is east of the Temple of Ishtar, near the observation post. The cut has a length of 3 m, a
width of 2 m, and a height of 3 m.

3 Sandbags made by the US-owned Handling Equipment Specialty Company.

Fig. 16 | Cut 7, southwestern part of the
city, west of the street Jumjumah –
Presidential Palace (State Board of An-
tiquities and Heritage, Iraq).
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12. Twelfth cut
It is located north of the Babylonian House. A 150 m long cut was made in the mounds.

13. Thirteenth cut
This cut is located in the northern part of the airfield. It has a length of 180 m.

14. Fourteenth cut
This cut is located east of the Babylonian House and west of the Greek Theatre. The cutting
works resulted in the removal of an area measuring 12 m × 13 m with a height of 1–2 m.
Fragments of pottery and baked bricks are evident. The cut also extends to walls built of
baked brick, clearly perceived on the surface (Fig. 18). To shed light on the damage, an area
of 5 m × 5 m was cleaned (Fig. 19). Immediately below the surface, at a depth of no more
than 10 cm, a wall was exposed being part of a structural unit built with baked bricks, with a
wall thickness of 40–60 cm. All structures are endangered by erosion.

Pottery found in connection with the structures date back to the Parthian period. In ad-
dition, a tomb was unearthed built with fragments of baked brick and unbaked bricks with
a length of 2 m and a width of 70 cm, coated on the inside with plaster with a thickness of
2 cm. This tomb goes back to a more recent time than the wall, as some of the wall was re-
moved to build the tomb. The southern part of the tomb was completely destroyed, perhaps
because of the cut. In the southwest corner of the square, a large jar was found. Its entire
upper part is missing due to the cut made by the Multinational Forces in the area as men-
tioned above. The archaeological deposits were very hard due to compaction by the heavy
machinery that made the cut. The archaeological deposits removed by these cutting works
were transported to another location.

Fig. 17 | Cut 9, southwestern part of
the city, west of the street Jumjumah –
Presidential Palace, south of cut 7
(State Board of Antiquities and Heri-
tage, Iraq).
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Scraping and Leveling Works

The encroachments caused by the Multinational Forces in Babylon include the scraping
and leveling of several archaeological areas and mounds, which were then covered with
sand and gravel. This operation covered large areas of Babylon and entailed the use of heavy
equipment to compact the archaeological deposits, which destroyed all antiquities beneath
the surface.

Fig. 19 | Cut 14, archaeological struc-
tures unearthed by cleaning of an 5 ×
5 m area (State Board of Antiquities
and Heritage, Iraq).

Fig. 18 | Cut 14, between Babylonian
House and Greek Theatre (State Board
of Antiquities and Heritage, Iraq).
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1. The Area South of the Greek Theatre and the Babylonian House
Previously, there was a small parking lot in this area. The lot, which was not paved, was
recently expanded by the Multinational Forces. A 2075 sq m area, including the old parking
lot, was leveled, covered with sand and gravel, and surrounded with HESCO sandbags. The
Multinational Forces used this parking lot to park large trucks and heavy machinery. This
area has not been excavated. It is located within the boundaries of the centre of the city. In
addition, a road was built to link the lot to the temples area (Fig. 20).

The area surrounding the Greek Theatre to its south and west, of 2000 sq m, has been
covered with large stones, as has the area located east of the Greek Theatre, which was used
as a parking lot for different vehicles.

2. The Area Surrounding the Babylonian House and the Hammurabi Museum
This 10,000 sq m area, and particularly to the south and east of the Babylonian House, is
served as the headquarters of the American KBR Company. It was leveled, covered with
gravel and sand and occupied by various pieces of military equipment of varying shapes and
sizes and caravans.

Furthermore, the western part of the Babylonian House, in the close vicinity of an ex-
cavation location carried out by the Babylon Archaeological Restoration Project in 1999,
has undergone leveling works in preparation for further use, albeit pottery fragments hav-
ing been found scattered on the surface of the area (Fig. 21).

Fig. 20 | Scraping and leveling of the
area south of the Greek Theatre (State
Board of Antiquities and Heritage,
Iraq).
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3. The Area North of the Babylonian House
The Multinational Forces have transformed this area into an airport tarmac. The old park-
ing lot has been expanded and an area of 30,000 sq m has been leveled and flattened (ex-
cluding the old parking lot).

South of the asphalt-paved street, and north of the Babylonian House, several mounds
were cut, and the area was leveled, covered with large stones and used as a residential area
(Fig. 22).

4. The Area North of the Modern Presidential Palace
This 80 m × 70 m area, which is located in the northwestern part of the eastern part of the
city, has been leveled and covered with large stones.

Fig. 21 | Scraping and leveling of the
area surrounding the Babylonian
House and the Hammurabi Museum
(State Board of Antiquities and Heri-
tage, Iraq).

Fig. 22 | Leveling of mounds north of
the Babylonian House (State Board of
Antiquities and Heritage, Iraq).
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5. The Area South of the Archaeological City near the Gate of Jumjumah
This encroachment involves the leveling of a portion of this area, which was then covered
with gravel and made into a landing area for aircraft. In addition, residences consisting of
caravans were set up (Fig. 23).

6. The Area South of the Temple of Ninmakh
An approximate area of 3300 sq m, located between the Temple of Ninmakh to the north
and the Study Centre to the south was covered with sand and used as a residential location
and a vehicle parking lot. It has, furthermore, been surrounded by barbed wire (Fig. 24).

Fig. 24 | Leveling of the area south of
the Temple of Ninmakh (State Board
of Antiquities and Heritage, Iraq).

Fig. 23 | Leveling of the area near the
gate to Jumjumah (State Board of An-
tiquities and Heritage, Iraq).
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7. The Area North of the First Airfield
A road with a length of 130 m and a width of 8–10 m was built leading to the observation
tower north of the airfield. The tower was built on a mound in this area. The road was le-
veled, covered with gravel, and surrounded by concrete blocks. The area covered totals 1300
sq m. In addition, another road with a length of about 300 m and a width of 8–10 m was
built east of the tower. It leads to another tower near the lake, north of the Greek Theatre.
The encroached area surrounding the tower is 400 sq m.

Earthen Barriers

The Multinational Forces created earthen barriers at the northern, southern, and eastern
entrances to the city and in scattered locations within the city. These barriers consist of
either linearly arranged heaps or containers (baskets) with a length of 1.5 m and a width of
1.10 m.

1. Berms Consisting of Heaps
– To the northeast of the Greek Theatre, there are three linear earthen berms of varying

lengths, running parallel to each other. The archaeological deposits removed from the
first trench were used to make one of these berms. The length of the first berm is 30 m
(Fig. 25). The length of the second berm is 29 m. The length of the third berm is 21 m.

– East of the Greek Theatre is an earthen berm with a length of 35 m. It contains pottery
fragments that can be seen to the right of the road leading to the centre of the city. This
berm is made from surrounding earth that was cut into.

Fig. 25 | Earthen berms northeast of
the Greek Theatre (State Board of An-
tiquities and Heritage, Iraq).
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– West of the Greek Theatre, there is a 1200 sq m area surrounded by earthen berm
divided into seven squares. These berms were intended to create areas for the storage
of fuel. The archaeological deposits used to make these berms contain pottery and
ancient baked brick fragments. Some of the baked brick fragments bear cuneiform
inscriptions. This indicates that the archaeological deposits were indeed taken from
Babylon itself. They have lost their archaeological value as they have been removed
from their context. To the south, there is a 1300 sq m area that has been covered with
gravel. Traces of heavy vehicles are clear in this area (Fig. 26).

– Northwest of the Modern Presidential Palace are long berms with a total length
of 138 m. Most of these berms contain ancient baked brick. Many of these bricks
contain cuneiform inscriptions in the form of an impression of Nebuchadnezzar II’s
stamp.

2. Barriers Consisting of HESCO Bags
HESCO bags are present along both sides of the Jumjumah road, within the boundaries of
the city of Babylon, covering a length of 380 m on the left and 250 m on the right hand side
of the road. The bags are all filled with archaeological deposits from the city of Babylon con-
taining pottery and baked brick fragments.

Along the northern entrance to the city, north of the Modern Presidential Palace, on
both sides of the entrance, are HESCO bags filled with archaeological deposits covering
a length of 200 m. Some of the bags contain fragments of pottery and baked brick.
Each HESCO container has a height of 1.5 m and a width of 1.10 m. Simple tapping by
hand can provide an estimate of the archaeological deposits’ volume used in the filling
(Fig. 27).

Fig. 26 | Earthen berms west of the
Greek Theatre (State Board of An-
tiquities and Heritage, Iraq).
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Barbed Wire and Steel Stakes

The Multinational Forces surrounded the city with barbed wire, secured with steel stakes.
The barbed wire is not limited to a specific location or number. Rather, it was set up in dif-
ferent locations on the perimeter of the central area established as a camp for the Multi-
national Forces and in the city centre, as needed. The damage in this case was caused by the
implantation of stakes in archaeological ground and on several mounds and walls, as hap-
pened to a wall of the central area and a wall of the sacred precinct (Fig. 28).

Fig. 27 | HESCO container in the
northern part of the city (State Board of
Antiquities and Heritage, Iraq).

Fig. 28 | Barbed wire implanted into
archaeological structures (State Board
of Antiquities and Heritage, Iraq).
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Concrete Blocks

Concrete blocks of various sizes and shapes were found placed at the entrances to the city,
on its periphery and within it.

Direct Damage to Archaeological Structures

Gate of Ishtar:
The gate of Ishtar is one of the most prominent, towering archaeological structures in the
city, serving as its northern access. The damage to the Gate includes cuts on nine of the
bodies of the animals adorning the gate. These animals depict the legendary dragon-snake,
the symbol of Marduk, the god of the city of Babylon (Fig. 29).

Southern part of the Processional Way:
The city’s main street is the Processional Way, named according to the religious proces-
sions passed thereon between the Temple of Esagila and the Akiti House (New Year’s Fes-
tival House). The southern part of the Processional Way was uncovered during the Babylon
Archaeological Restoration Project excavations in 1979. Major damage is observable on the
Processional Way, starting from the Nabu-sha-khare Temple to the south caused by move-
ment of heavy vehicle. The vehicles crushed the paving of the street, causing it to crumble
(Fig. 30). Three rows of concrete blocks were placed in the middle of the Processional Way,
directly atop the paving. These approximately 2-ton concrete blocks were transported in the
middle of the Processional Way by heavy vehicles.

Fig. 29 | Ishtar Gate, destroyed muš-
h
˘

uššu (State Board of Antiquities and
Heritage, Iraq).
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Removal of these heavy blocks, therefore, was carried out by helicopter to prevent further
damage to the Processional Way. This was done on November 29, 2004.

In addition, a row of HESCO bags containing archaeological deposits taken from the
eastern Wall of the sacred precinct were placed on the way, and barbed wire was attached by
steel stakes to the wall itself and in the middle of the Processional Way. There is also a cut in
the wall itself with a length of 2.5 m, a depth of 50 cm and a height of 1.5 m (Fig. 31).

Fig. 30 | Processional Way, crushed
burned bricks of the paving (State
Board of Antiquities and Heritage,
Iraq).

Fig. 31 | Processional Way, cut into the
wall protecting the Processional Way
(State Board of Antiquities and Heri-
tage, Iraq).
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Indirect Damage to Archaeological Structures

Most of the archaeological structures were significantly damaged, due to military move-
ments of the Multinational Forces in Babylon. This caused cracks, fractures and openings
to the walls and roofs of these structures. The presence of the Multinational Forces in Baby-
lon made these structures inaccessible for preservation works and prevented us from moni-
toring them regularly as before was conducted annually or whenever necessary. The State
Board of Antiquities and Heritage also monitored these structures carefully and continu-
ously so as to protect them, preserve them and ensure that they never get to the state in
which they are in at the present time.

Direct Damage to Modern Buildings

The modern buildings in Babylon were damaged significantly during and after the war.
Due to the Multinational Forces’s entry of the city we were not able to inventory the damage
at the time. Later the Multinational Forces used materials from those buildings, leaving
frames devoid of doors, windows and electrical fixtures and by this open to further destruc-
tion by erosion. These buildings include: the Modern Presidential Palace and buildings sur-
rounding it, other buildings located throughout the city, e.g. the restaurants located around
the lake north of the Greek Theatre, the rest house, the buildings located in the pavilions
area, the Office of the Babylon Archaeological Restoration Project, the Administration and
Study Centre and the museums.

Post-2004 Activities

In February 2005 the Minister of Culture of Iraq asked UNESCO to support international
evaluation and activities for immediate conservation of structures in Babylon in order to
avoid further damage and to come up with a full documentation of the alterations and da-
mages caused to the city of Babylon. (Fig. 32) In addition, a catalogue of urgent interven-
tions was set up by the staff of the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage, including the
following requests:

1. To treat the damage caused to the city before 2003, e.g., the moat, lakes and modern
buildings. It is believed that the lakes and the moat surrounding the city should be drained
after the necessary studies are conducted.

2. To relocate the modern buildings in the centre of the city, e.g., the restaurants lo-
cated around the lake and north of the Greek Theatre, the service buildings in the pavilions
area, the Nebuchadnezzar Museum, the Hammurabi Museum, the museum office and the
Study Centre. These buildings should be relocated around the Modern Presidential Palace.
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3. To treat the damage caused directly by the military presence, including the digging,
cutting and leveling works. Cleaning of cross-sections should be carried for all destructive
interventions to ascertain the extent of the damage. The damage should then be docu-
mented, sketched and photographed.

4. To remove the refuse left over from the military presence and remove military for-
tifications, such as concrete blocks, HESCO sandbags, barbed wire and other refuse.

5. To restore imposing archaeological structures subjected to deterioration and des-
truction during the past three years due to the military presence.

6. To establish a museum commensurate with the importance of the city. The two
museums currently in the city do not fulfill this purpose and are not well located. It is rec-
ommended to use the Modern Presidential Palace in the city as a museum. The State Board
of Antiquities and Heritage has granted its authorization for this purpose.

7. To fence the city entirely.
8. To use the structures attached to the Modern Presidential Palace for a Babylon re-

search centre.

Fig. 32 | Map of Babylon Showing Pre-2003 and Post-2003 Damage (Satellite Imagery aquired by US State
Department; interpretation by Elizabeth Stone.)
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9. To construct a visitors centre outside the boundaries of the archaeological area.
10. To conduct the necessary studies on groundwater, a key problem affecting the city.
11. To increase the number of souvenir shops selling archaeology and heritage related

books outside the boundaries of the archaeological area, similar to the practice in other
countries.

12. To supply electricity, water, telephone and Internet services.
13. To construct a service division in the city.
14. To construct a tourist hotel and residential complex for employees outside the

boundaries of the city including a medical service point.
15. To provide appropriate houses and tracts of unoccupied agricultural land; this

benefits those citizens who own land within Babylon.

In spring 2005 an international committee under the auspices of UNESCO was created
that several times met in Paris and Berlin4. Activities in the city of Babylon, however, were
only started end of the year 2009, due primarily to the deterioration of the security situation
in Iraq that dramatically slowed down the possibility to follow up activities there, but in ad-
dition to difficulties to create an international project for Babylon as suggested by the Min-
istry of Culture of Iraq. In July 2009, a “Report on Damage Assessments in Babylon” by the
Sub-Committee on Babylon of the International Coordination Committee for the Safe-
guarding of the Cultural Heritage of Iraq was handed over to the public that lists the da-
mages caused to Babylon as agreed upon by representatives of all former evaluation teams
and authors of different damage reports5.

In 2009, representatives of the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage, Iraq and the
World Monuments Fund agreed upon the project “The Future for Babylon” that assesses
the conditions of the site and develops a list of priority conservation projects to stabilize the
archaeological ruins6. Work started in 2009 and is continued in 2010. Therefore, little
progress has been made for the preservation of Babylon so far.

Concrete blocks and parts of the barbed wire that surrounded and protected the mili-
tary camp have been removed and the cleaning and painting of modern structures has been
carried out until February 2005 by SBAH in cooperation with the Polish Military Contin-
gent in Iraq. In 2010, within the project “The Future for Babylon” cleaning work of for-
merly restorated archaeological buildings started as well as the evaluation and mapping of
the conditions of preservation of monuments.

4 Paragraph added by Margarete van Ess.
5 http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001831/183134e.pdf (24. May 2010).
6 http://www.wmf.org/project/future-babylon (24. May 2010).


