
Appendix
Topical Quotes on Ignorance and Simplicity/Complexity:
  
Flattery and insult are born out of ignorance. Receive them both kindly.

The human being is irrational. Right? And as long as he is functioning irrationally, he 
says of any rational factor, ‘I refuse to see it.’ 

I can’t go back. If for example, if I see all the religious nonsense, it is finished.

I think the human brain is not a particular brain; it doesn’t belong to me, or to anyone 
else. It is the human brain which evolved over millions of years. And in that evolution 
it has gathered tremendous experience, knowledge and all the cruelties, vulgarities 
and brutalities of selfishness. Is there a possibility of its sloughing off all this, and 
becoming something else? Because apparently it is functioning in patterns. Whether 
it is a religious pattern, a scientific, a business, or a family pattern, it is always 
operating, functioning in small narrow circles. Those circles are clashing against each 
other, and there seems to be no end to this. So what will breakdown this forming of 
patterns, so that there is no falling into other new patterns, but breaking down the 
whole system of patterns, whether pleasant or unpleasant? After all, the brain has 
many shocks, challenges and pressures upon it, and if it is not capable or renewing or 
rejuvenating itself, there is very little hope.  

Verbal statements made by J. Krishnamurti, an Indian Philosopher   
              
Stupidity and pride grow on the same tree.

A proverb quoted by Robert Musil
On stupidity, Precision and Soul, Addresses

                                                              
While we can no doubt state some things we do not know, we cannot in general state 
with confidence what it is that we do not know. There are limits in principle to the 
extent that we can know what we do not know.

Bernard Williams 
Understanding Ignorance, Philosophy as a Humanistic Discipline

If the purpose of critical thinking is not to help us decide what to believe, what can 
that purpose be? Insofar as the question of knowledge and belief are concerned, 
I would say that the role of critical thinking is defensive: to protect us from being 
coerced or brainwashed into believing what others want us to believe without our 
having the opportunity to inquire for ourselves. There are great and powerful forces 
ranged against the individual in every society—the political, the military, and the 
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economic are the obvious examples—and their aim is often to get us to acquiesce 
without reflection in the views they want us to have.

Matthew Lipman 
Thinking in Education

The aim of science is to seek the simplest explanations of complex facts. We are apt to 
fall into the error of thinking that the facts are simple because simplicity is the goal of 
our quest. The guiding motto in the life of every natural philosopher should be, Seek 
simplicity and distrust it.

Alfred North Whitehead 
Concept of Nature

Each of us sits in a long dark hall within a circle of light cast by a small lamp. The 
lamplight penetrates a few feet up and down the hall, then rapidly attenuates, diluted 
by the vast darkness of future and past that surrounds us.

Herbert Simon
 Social Planning, The Sciences of the artificial                                                                                            

                        
Mouse to Mole: ‘If you want to have stuff, you can’t have space. And if you want to 
have space you cannot have stuff.’

Mouse and Mole 
The Wind and the Willows 

                                    
For he who attempts to view a multitude of objects with one and the same glance, 
sees none of them distinctly; and similarly the man who is wont to attend to many 
things at the same time by means of a single act of thought is confused in the mind. 
But just as workmen, who are employed in very fine and delicate operations are 
accustomed to direct their eyesight attentively to separate points, by practice have 
acquired a capacity for distinguishing objects of extreme minuteness and subtlety; so 
likewise people, who do not allow their thought to be distracted by various objects at 
the same time, but always concentrate it in attending to the simplest particulars, are 
clear headed.

René Descartes 
Rules for the Directions of the Mind                                    

                                      
The world judges things well, because it is in that state of natural ignorance which is 
the true place of the human. The sciences have two extremities, which converge: the 
first is that state of pure ignorance, in which we are left by nature; the other extremity 
is that at which great minds arrive, which, having traversed everything which man 
can know, discover that they know nothing, and recognize once more the point from 
which they set out. But this is a learned ignorance, which knows itself. Those who 
have set out from the stage of natural ignorance, and have not yet been able to arrive 
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at the other, have but a hint of that real and adequate knowledge; and these are the 
assumers and pretenders to reason. These disquiet the world: and judge everything 
worse than the others.

Le monde juge bien des choses, car il est dans l’ignorance naturelle qui est le 
vrai siège de l’homme. Les sciences ont deux extrémités qui se touchent, la première 
est la pure ignorance naturelle où se trouvent tous les hommes en naissant, l’autre 
extrémité est celle où arrivent les grandes âmes qui ayant parcouru tout ce que les 
hommes peuvent savoir trouvent qu’ils ne savent rien et se rencontrent en cette même 
ignorance d’où ils étaient partis, mais c’est une ignorance savante qui se connaît. Ceux 
d’entre deux qui sont sortis de l’ignorance naturelle et n’ont pu arriver à l’autre, ont 
quelque teinture de cette science suffisante, et font les entendus. Ceux-là troublent le 
monde et jugent mal de tout.

Blaise Pascal 
Pensées pt 1, art vi, sec 25, pensee No 327b (308) (Frag. Sel. No. 117)

(ca. 1649) in the OEuvres completes p. 1166 (J. Chevalier ed. 1954) (S.H. transl.)
  
I argue that ethnography aims at interpretation and anthropology at explanation, 
in order to achieve these aims, and to entertain more fruitful relations, the two 
disciplines should first free themselves from one another. 

 The project of a scientific anthropology meets with a major difficulty: it is 
impossible to describe a cultural phenomenon, an election, a mass, or a football 
game for instance, without taking into account the ideas of the participants. However, 
ideas cannot be observed, but only intuitively understood; they cannot be described 
but only interpreted. Thus description of cultural phenomena raises epistemological 
issues without counterpart in the sciences.                    

Dan Sperber 
On Anthropological Knowledge: Three Essays

Phronetic (phronesis) social science explores historical circumstances and current 
practices to find avenues to praxis. The task of phronetic science is to clarify and 
deliberate about the problems and risks we face and to outline how things may be 
done differently, in the full knowledge we cannot find ultimate answers to these 
questions or even a single version of what the questions are.   

As with phronesis the main object of genealogy (historical narrative) is to produce 
input for ongoing dialogue and social praxis rather than definitive empirically 
verifiable knowledge, even though rigorous empirical study and verification of data 
are central to genealogy….Thus the results of genealogy may be confirmed, revised or 
rejected according to the most rigorous standards of historiographic inquiry and such 
results are open for testing in relation to other interpretations. This does not mean 
that one interpretation is as good as the next, for each interpretation must be based 
on certain validity requirements. It does mean, however, that genealogical studies 
will be prepared to defend such requirements as any other study.  
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Discourse, therefore, must be viewed as a series of interrupted segments whose 
tactical function is neither uniform nor stable. One ought to view the universe of 
discourses as divided  into accepted and excluded discourses, into dominant and 
dominated discourses, or into successful and fallacious discourses. Rather, one 
should operate with a multiplicity of discursive elements, which can be put together 
in various strategies. 

Bent Flyvbjerg
Making social science matter

                                                                                                  
Charner Perry, an old teacher of mine, told the following story in class in discussing 
price as a measure of value:  In Arkansas they used to measure the weight of a hog by 
balancing the hog on a pole with a sack of rocks, and then they would dump the rocks 
on the ground, and guess the weight of the rocks.                             

George Yoos                                      


