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housing, Martina has discovered an additional research interest. She applies governance,
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multiplicity.
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Technology, she specializes in (post)colonial urban history and planning cultures in sub-
Saharan Africa, with an emphasis on West Africa. She has published widely in these fields,
including articles, books, and edited collections. Among the latter are: Garden Cities and
Colonial Planning in Africa and Palestine (Manchester University Press, 2014); French Colonial
Dakar (Manchester University Press, 2016); Gridded Worlds: An Urban Anthology (with
R. Rose-Redwood, Springer, 2018); and Grid Planning in the Urban Design Practices of
Senegal (with E. Ross, Springer, 2020).

Carl-Philipp Bodenstein studied African studies and social anthropology at the University of
Vienna. Within the current project on “Employment-tied housing in (post)colonial Africa” he
has been working as a research fellow (pre-doc) on the Zambian case study (Livingstone) and
is currently writing his PhD thesis. His research focuses on spatial history and the historical
geography of urban spaces.
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dissertation on the urban form of the city of Lubumbashi, Democratic Republic of Congo. From
2009 to 2013 she worked as the main researcher on a 4-year research project, financed by the
Flemish Research Fund, entitled “City, architecture and colonial space in Matadi and
Lubumbashi, Congo. A historical analysis from a translocal perspective.” In June 2015, she
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external communication. In 2019, Sofie Boonen obtained a PhD-degree from Ghent University
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the Lubumbashi Memorial Project, of which he is a chairperson of the local scientific
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committee. He is also director-coordinator of the Observatory of Urban Change, research
center of the University of Lubumbashi and has an extensive publishing record.
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was a fellow at the Institut des Études Avancées in Paris. His current research interests are
colonial and postcolonial architecture in (Central) Africa, African urban history, colonial
photography and colonial built heritage. Between 2010 and 2014 he acted as co-chair of a
European Community funded COST-action entitled ‘European Architecture beyond Europe’
(www.architecturebeyond.eu), and is co-founder and editorial board member and
since June 2019 co-editor of ABE journal (http://journals.openedition.org/abe/). He has
published widely in edited volumes and international journals such as Third Text, Journal of
Architecture, Cahiers africains, Photography & Culture and co-authored several books and
journal issues, among others for the architectural journal OASE. He is also active as a curator
and has contributed to several acclaimed, Congo/Africa-related exhibitions, such as The
Memory of Congo. The Colonial Era (Tervuren, 2005), Congo belge en images (2010) and, most
recently, À chacun sa maison. Housing in the Belgian Congo 1945–1960 (Brussels, 2018).
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the Routledge Handbook of African Literature, the Journal of Commonwealth Literature,
the Journal of Literary Theory, Stichproben – Vienna Journal of African Studies and Matatu –
Journal for African Culture and Society.
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the University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida, USA. His academic and professional
background is in urban planning and international development. He has written extensively
on these and related subjects. In this regard, he is the author of eleven books, more than a
hundred peer-reviewed articles, book chapters, technical reports, and papers in scholarly and
professional conference proceedings. His most recent book, Nature in the Built Environment is
in-press at Springers Publishers and slated for release in March 2020. He is a 2019/2020
recipient of the United States Ambassador’s Distinguished Scholars Program (ADSP)
Fellowship, and on assignment at Mekelle University in Ethiopia.

Kirsten Rüther holds the professorship of African History and Societies at the University of
Vienna’s African Studies Department. After a longstanding interest in issues of
Christianization and colonialism, and apart from an ongoing interest in studies of kinship,
biography and family history, she has identified a further research interest in the study of
African cities, more particularly housing. Her empirical research area is Southern Africa.
Within the current housing research project she focuses on Lusaka and Livingstone, Zambia,
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and, as Principal Investigator, is responsible for the overall coherence between the three
sub-projects. She supervises several doctoral theses (on other topics than housing) and is
keen to link teaching in BA and MA curricula to this project’s research focus.

Nicholas Sungura is a civil engineer with a doctoral degree from the Leibniz University of
Hannover, Germany. He works in teams realizing public infrastructure projects in Kenya, and
in Germany. He has a special interest in geotechnics and in the social dimension of
infrastructure projects. He periodically contributes articles on geotechnics. He is currently
researching on the nature of interpersonal bridges in Scrum Teams realizing railway projects
in Germany.

Marlene Wagner graduated with distinction in architecture studies at Vienna University of
Technology. She is a founding member of the not for profit organization buildCollective for
Architecture and Development. In collaboration with international NGOs, universities,
grassroots organizations and diverse public and private stakeholders, she realized a large
number of educational buildings, social and technical infrastructure, art and public space
projects as well as organizational and educational development frameworks. She spent seven
years in South Africa where she worked on projects, taught and conducted research. She
established collaborative partnerships with institutions and organizations in Germany, Italy,
England, Switzerland, Slovenia, USA, Tanzania and Kenya. Besides her PhD studies and
cultural projects, she is a project assistant in an Urban Mobility Lab at Vienna UT. Marlene
works, teaches and does research on social architecture, formal and non-formal spatial
practices, critical spatial production, transformative process, methods, mediation and
participation of design between local and global scale. www.marlenewagner.online,
www.buildcollective.net

Daniela Waldburger holds a PhD (2012) in African Studies from the University of Vienna.
Earlier she studied Social Anthropology, African Linguistics and General Linguistics
at the University of Zurich. Since 2004 she has been teaching Swahili and Linguistics
(sociolinguistics, language and power, discourse analysis, visual grammar etc.) at the
Department of African Studies. Beside her research interests in Swahili Studies she has a
strong research interest in the intertwining fields of language (mis)use and power (ab)use.
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