
Preface

This volume sheds some light on the wide field of tension that opens up between
is and ought. With the contributions gathered in it, we hope to provide you, the
reader, with some interesting insights into the controversial debates surrounding
the relationship between is and ought as well as between empirical research and
normative theory.We invite you to join us and our authors in reflecting critically
on this area of tension and wish you stimulating reading, just as we had a stim-
ulating time compiling the volume. – It goes back to an international summer
school on this topic, which took place from October 28 to 29, 2017. The event
was organised by the editors as part of the “Oldenburg School for the Social Sci-
ences and the Humanities” and featured contributions by Max Agostini, Martijn
Boot, Maarten Derksen, Niklas Dworazik, Carlos A. de Matos Fernandes, Andrea
Klonschinski, Jannis Kreienkamp, Marvin Kunz, Albert W. Musschenga, Elsa
Romfeld, Hanno Sauer, Sebastian Schleidgen, Mark Schweda, and Lars Schwett-
mann, as well as two public lectures by Stefan Müller-Doohm and Philipp Hübl.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of them once again, as
well as the Graduate School for Social Sciences and the Humanities (3GO) – es-
pecially its coordinator Rea Kodalle and our assistants Lukas Brüggen, Philipp
Kochan, and Isabel Sturm – under whose roof the event took place. It was
also made possible by the support of the Foundation and Innovation Centre,
the General Student Committee (AStA), the Institute of Philosophy, as well as
the Faculties II and IV of the Carl von Ossietzky University of Oldenburg, the Re-
search Training Group “Self-Making – Practices of Subjectivation” of the German
Research Foundation (DFG), and the doctoral programmes “Cultures of Partici-
pation” and “Border Formations in Migration Societies”.

For both of us the present and the German volume Philosophie zwischen Sein
und Sollen – Normative Theorie und empirische Forschung im Spannungsfeld were
the first projects of this kind. Fortunately, we were able to fall back on the expe-
rience of others. Theory and practice, however, are two different pairs of shoes.
And that’s probably how it stands with experiences as well: You can hear or read
about them; but making them yourself is something completely different. Chris-
toph Schirmer and Tim Vogel of Walter de Gruyter, in particular, supported us in
collecting these experiences and were always patient and helpful. Moreover, we
thank Oliver Schoenbeck for important insights, Mark Siebel for his valuable
support, as well as Oda Siqveland and Paloma Hammond of Springer for making
James Konow’s reprint possible.We also collected our experiences together with
our authors, with whom it was a great pleasure to work together: Without Max
Agostini, Kurt Beyertz, Daniel Füger, Carlos A. de Matos Fernandes, Guillermina
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Jasso, James Konow, Jannis Kreienkamp, Marvin Kunz, Marcel Mertz, Sylke
Meyerhuber, David Miller, Albert W. Musschenga, Norbert Paulo, Philip Penew,
Elsa Romfeld, Sebastian Schleidgen, Reinhard Schulz, Mark Schweda, Lars
Schwettmann, Widukind Andreas Schweiberer, Stephen J. Sullivan, and Peter
Wiersbinski the present and the German volume wouldn’t be what they are. Fur-
thermore, we are grateful for the copy-editing by Gisella Vorderobermeier and
Konrad Vorderobermeier. All remaining errors, of course, are our own. We
would also like to thank Margareth Verbakel of the M.C. Escher Company for
the opportunity to use Escher’s “Hand with Reflecting Sphere” as a cover image.

Moreover, we have to thank our friends. Many thanks go to Wolfgang Alt-
mann, Tobias Horst Bocklage, Ann-Christin Gerber, Emily Dora Heitmann, Kai
Henke, Jonas Ferdinand Hilgefort, Hauke Kolweyh, Gerrit Kolweyh, Felix Mitrov-
ics, Tibor Mitrovics, Anna Nitzsche, Ulrieke Offermann, Linda Tezlow, and the
whole Zomer family. Lena Marie Zomer proved to be particularly patient. Not
to forget Jessica Allermann, Jan Romann, Xenia Sharon Wolfgramm, and
Marco Zieger. Thanks are also due to our parents. Marion and Manfred Bauer
as well as Ursel and Udo Meyerhuber have once again proven to be extremely
patient.

Bremen, November 2018 Alexander Max Bauer
and Malte Ingo Meyerhuber
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