
Acknowledgements

The bulk of the work for this book was carried out in 2017 when I was a fellow at the
Maimonides Centre for Advanced Studies at the University of Hamburg. I am grate-
ful to the centre’s director Giuseppe Veltri, its co-director Racheli Haliva, and the
rest of the centre’s staff for giving me the opportunity to examine Judah Halevi’s use
of sceptical motifs in The Kuzari. In my other studies devoted to Halevi’s thought,
both those already published and those that I hope to publish in the future, I focus
on what I consider to be Halevi’s main concern: the historical and meta-historical
aspects of the status of the people of Israel as God’s chosen people. However, in the
current study, I am addressing a topic which I consider to be secondary, albeit im-
portant and fascinating, in Halevi’s overall makeup: his struggle with the rationalis-
tic trends of his period. This topic has already received much attention from many
scholars. Yet as scepticism has rarely been studied in the context of Arabic culture
and its Judeo-Arabic sub-culture, it is little wonder that the sceptical motifs of Hale-
vi’s thought have received very little attention so far. Thus, the present study seeks
to shed light on Halevi’s wrestle with rationalism from the angle of this much less
studied perspective. As a by-product, it is a contribution to the mainly uncultivated
field of observing the traces of scepticism in Arabic culture. The Maimonides Centre
served as an excellent venue for fulfilling this task.

After my fellowship at the Maimonides Centre, the present study benefited from
the generosity of Binyamin Abrahamov, Daniel J. Lasker, Josef Stern, Sarah
Stroumsa, and an anonymous reader. These scholars read drafts of my work and
offered valuable comments and suggestions that enabled me to improve it in signifi-
cant ways. I am indebted to Warren Zev Harvey for kindly accepting the request to
contribute a foreword to this book and for the insightful observations included in it.
Last but not least, I am grateful to Susann Codish, Tamar Almog, Katharine Handel,
and Yoav Meyrav for their assistance in translating and editing this study.

Ehud Krinis
Kibbutz Shoval, June 2019

Open Access. © 2020 Ehud Krinis, published by De Gruyter. This work is licensed
under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 License.
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110664744-202




