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Environmental Analytical Chemistry—
Problems Related in Part to
Mining in Africa

See http://www.iupac.org/divisions/current_
projects/1999/6_1_99.html for project description and
update.

Chemists in the developing world are faced with globalization of the economy, and regulatory chemists and
lab managers need to be aware of the latest official methods of analysis. Because Africa is engaged in many
heavy mining projects, it is anticipated that at least five
African countries will be involved in reviewing environmental chemistry activities related to mining. Ten
officials of five different chemical societies in Africa
have all stated that their largest pollution problems with
air, water, food, and soil stem from mining.
IUPAC’s Joint Working Party with IOCD on Environmental Analytical Chemistry in Developing Countries has developed a joint project with the International
Organization for Chemical Sciences in Development
(IOCD) and the host for our meeting, Prof. Dr. Ernst L.
J. Breet, School of Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of Potchefstroom, South Africa, to make available the latest laboratory techniques, information, and
official methodology concerning environmental analytical chemistry to African analytical and supervisory
chemists.
As a part of this project, a five-day regional workshop will be held 24–29 September 2000 at the University of Potchefstroom, South Africa. This workshop
will address official analytical methods for water, air,
food, and soils in Africa needed for problems associated with mining and other sources of pollution. Laboratory management will also be addressed, and the approach of past successful workshops of the Joint Working Party, such as the one held on Environmental Analytical Chemistry for Regulatory Chemists and Laboratory Managers in Prague, Czech Republic 16–18 June
1999 (see report in March 2000 Chemistry International, Vol. 22, pp. 33–34), will be followed.
Comments from the chemistry community are welcome and should be addressed to the project coordinator, Dr. Walter R. Benson, Chairperson, IOCD/IUPAC
Joint Working Party, 6209 Crathie Lane, Bethesda, MD
20816-1003, USA; Tel./Fax: +1 301 229 3913; E-mail:
Wbenson270@aol.com, and to the workshop host, Dr.
E. L. J. Breet, Professor of Chemistry, School of Chemistry and Biochemistry, Potchefstroom University for
Christian Higher Education, Private Bag X6001,
Potchefstroom 2520, Republic of South Africa NR 140,
Tel.: +27 18 299 2343; Fax: +27 18 299 2350; E-mail:
cheeljb@puknet.puk.ac.za.

Mycotoxin Methods for Developing
Countries—Aflatoxins in Paprika, Corn,
Pistachios, Peanuts, and Figs
IUPAC has approved a project to improve and validate
a method based on thin-layer chromatography with prior
immunoaffinity cleanup for the determination of
aflatoxins in corn, peanuts, figs, pistachios, and paprika.
This method is intended to be used as an alternative to
high-performance liquid chromatography, especially in
developing countries. For that reason, mainly
laboratories from developing countries are to be
involved in validating the method.
Comments from the chemistry community are welcome and should be addressed to the project coordinator, Prof. Elke Anklam, European Commission, DG
Joint Research Center, Institute for Health and Consumer Protection, Food Products Unit, TP 260, I-21020
Ispra, Italy; Tel./Fax: +39 0332 785390; E-mail:
elke.anklam@jrc.ei.it.
See http://www.iupac.org/divisions/current_
projects/1999/6_2_99.html for project description and
update.

Definitions of Terms Relating to
Polymers and Functional Polymers
The chemistry of reactions and functionalization of
polymers has received great attention during the last
two decades. Many preparation processes of basically
and industrially important reactive and functional polymers are carried out through the reactions of linear or
cross-linked polymeric reactants and the introduction
of reactive, catalytic, or some functional groups into
polymer chains. The reactions of polymers have their
specific characteristics different from those of polymerization reactions. However, clear and unified terminology has not yet been decided upon for reactions of polymers, in spite of the growing importance of the field.
IUPAC has approved a project to prepare clear concepts and definitions of general and specific terms concerning reactions of polymers and functional polymers,
in order to clarify terminology in the field that results
in confusion and difficulty in proper scientific and technological understanding. The preparation of definitions
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