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                        Abstract

                        
                            Bronze Age sites in the coastal area of Sarrala, in Eastern Sardinia, have been subjected to survey and excavation over the last half-century. The study area, whose social and economic evolution and changing scales of interactions are traced through settlement patterns and building analysis, is interpreted in light of more general trends suggested by stable isotopes, archaeogenetics, and paleoclimatology. The local picture of progressive demographic growth and infilling of the landscape, with a subsequent concentration of population and labor, follows a sequence widely detected in Sardinia. More specific identifiable aspects include a comparatively higher fragmentation/competition (ratio of complex vs simple nuraghes; ratio of tombs vs nuraghes) and a consistent pattern in the distribution of non-local building materials in the latest phase at the sites showing archaic features, taken as a clue of a long-lasting authority at select sites. These elements are compatible with organized pastoral exploitation of the available territory, structured according to patrilocality and closeness to ancestral lineages and residences. The interplay of internal dynamics relative to constraints and opportunities is discussed, such as climate change and long-distance trade connections, with possible implications for interpreting Nuragic society.
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                        Abstract

                        
                            The creation, maintenance, and modification of prehistoric built spaces and structural landscapes required communities that engaged and interacted collectively. Starting from the appearance of early monumentality and depositional behaviour in Funnel Beaker communities, we trace the variation in this phenomenon among three study areas in what is now northern Germany. In doing so, we build on a specific perspective and approach, namely that of work-expenditure calculations for megalithic graves and flint axe heads. In the process, variable dynamics of construction and deposition activities within the Early and Middle Neolithic are revealed, which we regard as differentiated translations of widespread impulses, adapted to the needs of different socio-cultural communities. The similar developments seen in flint axe head depositions and in the construction of megalithic monuments are indicative of evolving spaces of memory, landscapes of cooperative collaboration, and an increasing structuring of local environments that seem to follow a specific understanding of, and interaction with, space.
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                        Abstract

                        
                            In this article, we study the contributions of the microhistorical approach to landscape and settlement archaeology in the French context. First, we outline the reception of microhistorical concepts in France. The micro-analytical scale allows a renewal of the questionings, of the approaches, and therefore of the vision of the studied societies. In the particular case of archaeological research on landscape and settlement, we argue that the microhistorical approach proposes the spatial micro-scale as a framework, but it must be surpassed by a comparative approach capable of discerning common trends and local particularities. This approach thus makes it possible to question major macro-historical questions that still lack clear and consensual answers, such as the modalities of transition between major historical phases, the nucleation of settlement into the medieval village, the extension of the finages and the possibility of agricultural growth in the early Middle Ages, or the modalities of management and exploitation of natural resources.
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                        Abstract

                        
                            Microhistory is a part of historical research that focuses on the behaviours, practices, and perceptions of individuals and small communities, locating them in social, economic, and cultural frameworks. Although archaeology has already focused on similar attempts, microarchaeology seldom takes a female perspective. This article aims to discuss how microhistory can be used in historical archaeology, engendering past narratives, those which are usually so difficult to find from historical documents and archaeological sites, and introducing the concept of the ego-artefact , the artefacts we know to have belonged to specific people and which are almost biographical. By doing this analysis, we are individually reconstructing past narratives while including these stories in macronarratives.
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                        Abstract

                        
                            This contribution delves into the ways of archaeological reasoning based on material remains, tackled as minute physical traces or signs capable of shedding light on underlying and otherwise unapproachable past phenomena. This is indeed the basis of Microhistory or the conjectural paradigm in History. This article identifies key characteristics regarding this way of inductive or “bottom-up” inference and demonstrates its prospects when applied to prehistoric contexts. To illustrate this point, the article draws on a case study from the protohistory of Iberia: The treasure of Aliseda (seventh–sixth centuries BCE). This one-off assemblage – a true anomaly in its time, past, and present – was accidentally found in 1920 and has thenceforth been subject to assorted interpretations – mainly as individual burial goods from a feminine tomb – using deductive reasoning constrained by strong prejudices. A recent and comprehensive revision of this issue from an inductive and multi-stranded approach – mobilising several independent lines of evidence – has led to a fresh, sounder, and finer-grained micro-narrative. This case exemplifies a successful microhistorical enquiry, which has tracked retrospectively an array of inadvertent observations – from legacy dataset, new fieldwork, and science-based analyses – to illuminate the deviant circumstances framing this occurrence.
                        

                    
                

            

        
















    Unable to retrieve citations for this document

    
        
            
                
                
                
                    
                    

                    Retrieving citations for document...
                

            

        

    






    
        
            
            Open Access
            February 9, 2024
            
                
                    On Traces, Clues, and Fiction: Carlo Ginzburg and the Practice of Archaeology

                    
                
            

            
                
                    Artur Ribeiro

                
                
    
            Article number: 20220354
        


            

        

        

            
                    
                        
                            
                        
                    

                        
        

        
            
                
                    More
                    
                
            
            



    Cite this



            

    
        
                
                
                    

    Download PDF


                
            
    


        

        
            
                
                    
                        Abstract

                        
                            In recent years, archaeological research has relied on large datasets, both temporally and geographically, with some archaeologists discussing that there should be a shift towards a more scientific form of conducting archaeological research called “macroarchaeology.” Ironically, and contradictorily, this shift towards large-scale research has involved the use of inductive approaches, which means that archaeological material needs to be converted into universal quantitative values. The inductive approaches used by archaeologists today, as argued by Karl Popper, and other authors in recent years, cannot be considered scientific in the strict sense of the word, since there is always a degree of uncertainty in inductive reasoning. This study suggests that archaeological data can be considered as traces of the past, clues that allow us to reconstruct past phenomena. As Carlo Ginzburg’s evidential paradigm demonstrates, thinking of the past in terms of traces and clues is much more scientific than appears at first. In addition to traces and clues, a second interpretative procedure can be conducted on data. Based on Ginzburg’s conjectural paradigm and discussion on fiction, we can recognize the past as real, while at the same time, conjecture the several ways past agents could have acted otherwise.
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                        Abstract

                        
                            It is proposed that combining a microhistorical approach with the frameworks offered by household archaeology and posthumanism provides a way of rethinking what urbanity means in archaeological (specifically later medieval) contexts. This approach is deployed to challenge generalising approaches which obscure the complexity, vibrancy, and generative capacity of past urbanities. Focussing on the question of the fortunes of later medieval small towns in England, a posthuman household microhistory of two households in the town of Steyning (southern England) is presented. This demonstrates how a focus on the practices undertaken by, and relational constitution of, households can reveal difference and open new avenues for understanding past urbanity.
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                        Abstract

                        
                            Following the proposal for the special issue, the aim of this study is to reflect on the potentialities and setbacks of a micro-historical approach to the archaeological record. This will be done by analysing the local organization of Early Modern husbandry in a territory in northwestern Iberia, where investigations have been carried out since 2017. I will apply the theoretical background of microhistory to four specific archaeological sites to delve into the social structuring and power relationships among the different agents involved in stockbreeding in the territory. In this regard, I will argue that one of the most compelling contributions of microhistory is to delve into the deep connection between the systemic and the quotidian, between structure and agency. However, this connection is not always straightforward and visible in the sources, and thus a deep theoretical and methodological background becomes necessary to understand questions such as how power was conceived and articulated at the local level and in daily life.
                        

                    
                

            

        








 
                                

                            

                        
                        
                            
                                Issues

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 10 (2024) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 9 (2023) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 8 (2022) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 7 (2021) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 6 (2020) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 5 (2019) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 4 (2018) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 3 (2017) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 2 (2016) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 1 (2015) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                            

                        

                        
                        
                            Ranking

                            	Journal Impact Factor	0.8	2022, Journal Citation Reports (Clarivate, 2023)
	5-year Journal Impact Factor	0.9	2022, Journal Citation Reports (Clarivate, 2023)
	Journal Citation Indicator	0.74	2022, Journal Citation Reports (Clarivate, 2023)
	CiteScore	1.4	2022, Scopus (Elsevier B.V., 2023)
	SCImago Journal Rank	0.376	2022, SJR (Scimago Lab, 2023; Data Source: Scopus)
	Source Normalized Impact per Paper	0.751	2022, CWTS Journal Indicators (CWTS B.V., 2023; Data Source: Scopus)
	Index Copernicus Value	121.67	2022, ICI Journals Master List (Index Copernicus, 2023)


                            
                                More information about journal rankings

                            
                        


                        
                        
                        
                            Submit

                            
                                

    
        
            Submit

        
        
            MANUSCRIPTS 
 Open Archaeology encourages the submission of substantial full-length bodies of work. There are no specific length restrictions for the overall manuscript or individual sections; however, we urge the authors to present and discuss their findings in a concise and accessible manner. 
 Manuscripts must be submitted to the journal via online submission system Editorial Manager available at http://www.editorialmanager.com/opar/Default.aspx. In case of problems, please contact Editorial Office of the journal at AssistantManagingEditor@degruyter.com. 
 Submission of Manuscripts 
 Our contributors are asked to make sure their submissions comply with rules governing the formatting. For your initial submission, we recommend you upload your entire manuscript, including tables and figures, as a single PDF file. If you are invited to submit a revised manuscript, please provide us with individual files: an editable text and publication-quality figures. 
 For further instructions, please carefully follow the guidelines described in Instructions for Authors. 
 Publication Fees
Article accepted for publication in Open Archaeology is subject to an Article Processing Charge (APC). 
 EDITORIAL POLICY
Unpublished material: Submission of a manuscript implies that the work described is not copyrighted, published or submitted elsewhere, except in abstract form. The corresponding author should ensure that all authors approve the manuscript before its submission. 
 Ethical conduct of research: The authors must describe and confirm safeguards to meet ethical standards when applicable. See Editorial Policy for details. 
 Conflict of interest: When authors submit a manuscript, they are responsible for recognizing and disclosing financial and/or other conflicts of interest that might bias their work and/or could inappropriately influence his/her judgment. See Editorial Policy for details. 
 Copyright: All authors retain copyright, unless – due to their local circumstances – their work is not copyrighted. The copyrights are governed by the Creative-Commons Attribution Only license (CC-BY) which is compliant with Plan-S. The corresponding author grants the journal the license to use of the article, by signing the Open Access License that is available on the webpage. Scanned copy of license should be sent to the journal, as soon as possible. 
 Authorship: Authorship should be limited to those who have made a significant contribution to the conception, design, execution, or interpretation of the reported study. All those who have made significant contributions should be listed as co-authors. Where there are others who have participated in certain substantive aspects of the research project, they should be named in an Acknowledgement section. The corresponding author should ensure that all appropriate co-authors (according to the above definition) and no inappropriate co-authors are included in the author list of the manuscript, and that all co-authors have seen and approved the final version of the paper and have agreed to its submission for publication. 
 Peer Review process: Our standard policy requires each paper reporting primary research or secondary analysis of primary research, together with relevant supplementary materials if requested by Referees, to be reviewed by at least two Referees and the peer-review process is single-blind. The Editors reserve the right to decline the submitted manuscript without review, if the studies reported are not sufficiently novel or important to merit publication in the journal. Manuscripts deemed unsuitable (insufficient originality or of limited interest to the target audience) are returned to the author(s) without review. The Editor seeks advice from experts in the appropriate field. Research articles and communications are refereed by a minimum of two reviewers, review papers by at least three. Authors are requested to suggest persons competent to review their manuscript. However, please note that this will be treated only as a suggestion, and the final selection of reviewers is exclusively the Editor's decision. The final decision of acceptance in made by Managing Editor or, in case of conflict, by the Editor-in-Chief. 
 Scientific Misconduct: This journal publishes only original manuscripts that are not also published or going to be published elsewhere. Multiple submissions/publications, or redundant publications (re-packaging in different words of data already published by the same authors) will be rejected. If they are detected only after publication, the journal reserves the right to publish a Retraction Note. In each particular case Editors will follow COPE’s Core Practices and implement the advices. 

        

    



                            

                        

                        
                        
                        
                            Editorial

                            
                                

    
        
            Editorial

        
        
            Editor-in-Chief
Joakim Goldhahn, University of Western Australia, Australia 
 Managing Editor
Katarzyna Inga Michalak
katarzyna.michalak@degruyter.com

Editorial Contact
Assistant Managing Editor
Kumaran Rengaswamy
AssistantManagingEditor@degruyter.com 
 Editors:
Archaeological heritage preservation and management:
Francesco Gabellone, National Research Council, Italy
Veysel Apaydin, University College London, UK 
 Archaeological science:
Marian Berihuete, Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain
Rebecca Crozier, University of Aberdeen, UK
Ben Edwards, Manchester Metropolitan University, UK
Richard Madgwick, Cardiff University, UK
Davide Tanasi, University of South Florida, USA 
 Theory and interpretation in archaeology:
Michał Pawleta, Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland
Katarzyna Ślusarska, University of Szczecin, Poland
Christian Iaia, Independent Researcher, Italy
Marta Díaz-Guardamino Uribe, Durham University, UK 
 World Archaeology:
Manuel Fernández-Götz, University of Edinburgh, UK
Marianne Hem Eriksen, University of Oslo, Norway
Ioannis Georganas, Independent Researcher, Greece
Bisserka Gaydarska, University of Durham, UK
Tobias Richter, University of Copenhagen, Denmark
Ruth Young, University of Leicester, UK 
 Editorial Advisory Board:
Peter Akkermans, University of Leiden, Netherlands
Susan Alcock, Brown University, USA
Gilda Bartoloni, La Sapienza University of Rome, Italy
László Bartosiewicz, Eötvös Loránd University, Hungary
Knut A. Bergsvik, University of Bergen, Norway
Wojciech Blajer, Jagiellonian University, Poland
Andrzej Buko, Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland
Alberto Cazzella, La Sapienza University of Rome, Italy
Eric H. Cline, The George Washington University, USA
Israel Finkelstein, Tel Aviv University, Israel
Michael Galaty, Mississippi State University, USA
Cornelius Holtorf, Linnaeus University, Sweden
An Jiayao, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, China
Peter Jordan, University of Groningen, The Netherlands
Donna Kurtz, University of Oxford, UK
Maria Lityńska-Zając, Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland
Li Liu, Stanford University, USA
Daniel Makowiecki, The Nicolaus Copernicus University, Poland
Krzysztof Makowski, Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú Lima, Peru
Lynn Meskell, Stanford University, USA
Vito Messina, Università di Torino, Italy
Sarunas Milisauskas, State University of New York, University at Buffalo, USA
Peter Mitchell, University of Oxford, UK
Bjørnar J. Olsen, University of Tromsø, Norway
Marcel Otte, Universite de Liege, Belgium
Eric Poehler, University of Massachussets, USA
Miriam Stark, University of Hawaii, USA
Lucijana Šešelj, University of Rijeka, Croatia
Robert H. Tykot, University of South Florida, USA
Peter S. Wells, University of Minnesota, USA 
 Publisher
DE GRUYTER Poland
Bogumiła Zuga 32A Str.
01-811 Warsaw, Poland
T: +48 22 701 50 15 

        

    



                            

                        


                    
                

                
                    
                        
                            (Deutsch)
                        

                    
                
            
        

    

    
    
        

            
            

            
            


            
            




            
            
                	
                        Type:
                        Journal
                    
	
                        
                            
                                Language:
                            
                        
                        English
                    
	
                        Publisher:
                        De Gruyter Open Access
                    
	
                        First published:
                        
    May 9, 2014

                    
	
                        
                            Publication Frequency:
                            1 Issue per Year
                        
                    



            


            
            
                
                    


    

        
        
            
            
                
                    
                
            

        


         
        

    




                

            

        

    



    

    









    
        
            
            
                
                
                    
    
        Subjects

    

                    
                        
                            
                                	Architecture and Design
	Arts
	Asian and Pacific Studies
	Business and Economics
	Chemistry
	Classical and Ancient Near Eastern Studies
	Computer Sciences
	Cultural Studies
	Engineering
	General Interest


                            

                        
                            
                                	Geosciences
	History
	Industrial Chemistry
	Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies
	Jewish Studies
	Law
	Library and Information Science, Book Studies
	Life Sciences
	Linguistics and Semiotics
	Literary Studies


                            

                        
                            
                                	Materials Sciences
	Mathematics
	Medicine
	Music
	Pharmacy
	Philosophy
	Physics
	Social Sciences
	Sports and Recreation
	Theology and Religion


                            

                        
                    

                

                
                
                    
                        
                        
                            
    
        Services

    

                            	For Journal Authors
	For Book Authors
	For Librarians
	Rights & Permissions


                        

                        
                        
                            
    
        Publications

    

                            	Publication types
	Open Access


                        

                        
                        
                            
    
        About

    

                            	Contact
	Career
	About De Gruyter
	Partnerships
	Press
	FAQs


                        

                    


                    
                    
                        
                            Social

                            	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    Facebook
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    Instagram
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    LinkedIn
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    Twitter
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    YouTube
                
            


                        

                        
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    
                                        Winner of the OpenAthens
Best Publisher UX Award 2022
                                    
                                
                            

                        

                    

                    
                    
                        
                            

                            	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    Facebook
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    Instagram
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    LinkedIn
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    Twitter
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    YouTube
                
            


                            
                                
                                    
                                    
                                        Winner of the OpenAthens
Best Publisher UX Award 2022
                                    
                                
                            

                        

                    

                

                
                    

                

            

            
            
                
                    	Help/FAQ
	Privacy policy
	Cookie Policy
	Accessibility
	Terms & Conditions
	Legal Notice


                

                
                    © Walter de Gruyter GmbH 2024

                

                
                
                    

                

            

        

    


    





    Downloaded on 20.3.2024 from https://www.degruyter.com/journal/key/opar/html




    
    
        
    

    
    
    
    

    

    

    
    
    
    

    
    
        
            
        
    
    
        
    

        
    

    
        
    

    

