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Under the leadership of Prof. Marvelee Wake of the
International Union of Biological Sciences, the partici-
pants developed a draft document along three core
domains: living environments, connections between
water and health, and the impacts of technology. They
also identified topics of focus, potential Unions to be
involved, desired outcomes, and target audiences. 

Broadly, the “Science for Health and Well-Being”
initiative aims to accomplish the following: 
• demonstrate the extent to which science and tech-

nology are important to health and well-being 
• provide education (at multiple levels) about sci-

ence and technology using modern means of com-
munication

• collaborate to produce new ideas and to develop
science and technology partnerships

• develop an inventory of ongoing activities to iden-
tify unmet needs

“The next steps include seeking additional alliances
within and beyond ICSU, promoting conjoint events at
Union conferences, and compiling information,” says
Chair Marvalee Wake. “We also recommend that ICSU
make this subject a primary focus for funding in
2005.”

1International Union of Biological Science, International Brain
Research Organization, International Geographical Union,
International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics, International Union
of Nutritional Sciences, International Union of Pure and Applied
Chemistry, International Union of Physical and Engineering Sciences
in Medicine, International Union of Physiological Sciences,
International Union of Psychological Science, International Society for
Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing, Scientific Committee on
Problems of the Environment, and DIVERSITAS

For more information, contact Anders Kallner <anders.kallner@ks.se>.

Methods of Analysis and Sampling
of Food Products

T
he 15th Inter-Agency Meeting (IAM) of interna-
tional organizations working in the field of food
product analysis and sampling and associated

quality assurance measures was held in Budapest,
Hungary, in November 2002. The aim of the IAM is to
promote cooperation among organizations working in
this sector and to support the needs of the Codex
Alimentarius Commission. The IAM provides a unique
opportunity for these organizations to discuss com-
mon problems and to harmonize their approaches. 

Among the major subjects discussed at the meet-
ing were the following:
• review of actions taken by Codex in response to

the results of the 14th IAM meeting and other
actions by Codex affecting IAM

• discussion of IAM’s role and involvement in issues
relating to quality assurance in food analysis

• effects of proficiency testing 
• the AOAC project on developing an electronic

compendium of analytical methods

A report on the meeting by Dr. A. Fajgelj, IUPAC
representative, can be read online at the link below. 

www.iupac.org/standing/on/iam

Your News in the Wire
CI is seeking articles for its IUPAC

Wire section. 

Articles should be submitted no later than two
months before the issue date. 

Contact the editor for more information at
<edit.ci@iupac.org>.


