
OPCW Academic Forum
18–19 September 2007, The Hague, 
Netherlands

The tenth anniversary of the entry into force of the 
Chemical Weapons Convention was 29 April 2007,  a 
date on which many nations publicly renewed com-
mitment to the multilateral treaty system and to 
the objects of the convention. The CWC is the first 

disarmament treaty that 
verifies the total and 
permanent abolition and 
eradication of a particu-
lar kind of weapon of 
mass destruction: chem-
ical weapons.

The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW), created by the CWC as the world’s 
chemical weapons watchdog agency, has initiated a 
series of events to educate the public about the prog-
ress of the CWC. The Academic Forum is an integral 
part of the OPCW’s commemoration of the its tenth 
anniversary.

The Academic Forum aims to bring together lead-
ing academic experts, practitioners, diplomats, mem-
bers of the media, and policy makers. The forum will 
examine the OPCW/CWC’s history, the political and 
technical challenges it is confronted with today, as 

well as its place and role in the global nonproliferation 
network. As such, the forum will contribute to the dis-
cussion of issues concerning (chemical) disarmaments 
and the role of the OPCW/CWC for the next decade. 
The forum will also discuss how the OPCW may adapt 
to the new security environment and changes occur-
ring in the chemical industry, including new chemicals 
and processes.

The first day comprises a plenary keynote address 
by Jayantha Dhanapala, former UN under secretary 
general of disarmament, and Rolf Ekéus, high com-
missioner on national minorities at the Organization 
for Security and Co-operation in Europe and board 
member of the Nuclear Threat Initiative. Concurrent 
sessions will be conducted, including panel discus-
sions and workshops, on topics such as progress and 
challenges of eliminating CW stockpiles (as well as 
non-stockpile CW; the future of chemical weapons 
nonproliferation; the CWC and advances in science 
and technology; and the OPCW in a post-CW (almost) 
chemical-weapons-free world.

If you are interested in attending this event, 
please register by e-mail at <registration@
opcwacademicforum.org>. For updates, information 
on speakers, relevant documents, and other informa-
tion, please check the conference website. 

 www.opcwacademicforum.org
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Pharmaceutical Chemistry 
5–7 September 2007, Istanbul, Turkey

The 5th International Symposium on Pharmaceutical 
Chemistry (ISPC-5), to be held 5-7 September 2007 
in Istanbul, has multidisciplinary scope and will attract 
worldwide attendance from both academia and indus-
try. Young scientists—graduate students and post-
doctoral fellows—are encouraged to attend and to 
take advantage of reduced participation fees.

The program will include plenary and invited lec-
tures, contributed oral presentations, and poster ses-
sions in the following fields:

Drug Design
Synthesis of New Bioactive Molecules
New Approaches in Medicinal Chemistry
Pharmacology of Molecular Drug Targets
Biotransformation of Drug Molecules
Combinatorial Chemistry and High Throughput 
Screening

Biotechnology in Drug Research
Natural Products and Drug Discovery
Chemogenomics in Drug Development
Stereochemistry in Drugs
Pharmaceutical Analysis and Validation

Aside from the scientific aspects of the program, 
attendees can explore Istanbul, one of the most inter-
esting cities in the world. It embraces two continents, 
with one arm reaching out to Asia and the other 
to Europe. The former capital of three successive 
empires, Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman, offers innu-
merable museums, churches, palaces, grand mosques, 
bazaars, and sights of natural beauty. 

Above all, ISPC will provide an opportunity for 
attendees to meet each other, build friendships, and 
contribute to lively discussions in the field of medici-
nal chemistry.

 www.ispc5.hacettepe.edu.tr


